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From the Publishers 


Some Problems of the Revolutionary Movement comprises 
articles written for the journal “Problems of Peace and Social¬ 
ism” by Boris N. Ponomaryov, alternate member of the Political 
Bureau and secretary of the Central Committee, Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union. It treats of a wide range of questions 
relating to the strategy and tactics of Communist parties, the 
development of the ideas of proletarian internationalism, and 
cooperation between the main revolutionary forces of today. 
Attention is given primarily to an analysis of the principled 
stand of the CPSU and its contribution to the world revolu¬ 
tionary process. 

The articles are published in chronological order, as they 
appeared in the journal. 
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Some Problems 

of the Revolutionary Movement 


A year has passed since the Party founded by the great Lenin-a 
party with a proud record of achievement in the building of 
socialism-adopted its new programme which charts the way to 
communism, man’s cherished goal. The Programme of the Com¬ 
munist Party of the Soviet Union is of world-wide significance 
because it is at once the theoretical summation of the key ele¬ 
ments of the contemporary world revolutionary process and the 
blueprint for success in its decisive phase-that of building com¬ 
munism in the USSR and a mature socialist society in the 
People’s Democracies. 

In our days the world is the scene of a grand encounter be¬ 
tween the forces of peace, democracy and communism and the 
forces of war, reaction and imperialism. 

Never in history has the struggle for social regeneration been 
waged on such a scale as in our day. Moreover, it is being waged 
in the conditions of peace and peaceful competition between the 
two social systems, at a time when man’s advance towards com¬ 
munism is steadily gaining momentum, when the economic, 
political and ideological forces of socialism are constantly grow¬ 
ing and Marxism-Leninism is winning more and more ad¬ 
herents. 

This is the basic trend of our time, a trend that asserts itself 
through bitter class struggle in rapidly changing conditions of 


9 












revolutionary action. The motive forces of the world revolution 
are multiplying and gaining strength. Two interconnected pro¬ 
cesses are taking place. Inasmuch as the monopoly yoke weighs 
more and more heavily not only on the working class but also 
on the peasants, on professional people and the middle strata 
generally, a united, anti-monopoly front is taking shape in the 
capitalist countries. And in the international arena there is a 
growing tendency towards a world-wide anti-imperialist front- 
uniting the socialist countries, the peoples that have won national 
independence and those still fighting for sovereignty, and the 
working class and all the democratic, progressive forces in the 
capitalist countries. 

With the objective conditions for the development of the world 
socialist revolution becoming more favourable, the role of the 
subjective factor grows, and with it the responsibility of the 
Communists for the correctness of their policy, making it in¬ 
cumbent on them creatively to examine the conditions of struggle 
in order to improve all aspects of their political activity and 
tactics. Successful revolutionary action by the world Communist 
movement-the militant vanguard of mankind-depends above 
all on its unity. 


Radical Change in the Conditions of Revolutionary Struggle 

The existence of the powerful Soviet state and the socialist world 
system lays its imprint on the conditions in which the revolu¬ 
tionary movement is developing in ail parts of the world. The 
organic connection between present social developments and the 
October Revolution, the victory of socialism in the USSR and 
the advance of the socialist world system is becoming increasingly 
apparent. 

The Programme of the CPSU elucidates the essence and 
forms of the revolutionising influence exerted by the socialist 
world system on the development of mankind, and shows that 
this influence is most effective in the conditions of peaceful 
coexistence. The need for peaceful coexistence of countries with 
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diametrically opposed social systems is particularly accentuated 
by the level of the modern productive forces, which have made 
it possible to create weapons of unprecedented destructive 
power. Prevention of nuclear war has become a precondition 
for the advance of human society and for social progress, which 
is in keeping with the interests of millions and with the humane 
character of our great teaching. 

For this reason the CPSU and the other Marxist-Leninist 
parties base their general line of foreign policy on peaceful co¬ 
existence as the practical expression of the slogan proclaimed 
in the 1957 Declaration of the Communist and Workers’ parties: 
action for peace is the primary task of Communists in all 
countries. 

Delivering mankind from world war and abolishing ex¬ 
ploitation and poverty on a world scale constitute the integral 
revolutionary aim of Marxists-Leninists. Conscious of the 
reactionary and aggressive nature of imperialism. Communists 
urge the peoples to display the utmost vigilance and to take 
resolute action against the warmongers headed by the US 
reactionaries. The imperialists are preparing another world war, 
building military blocs, intensifying the arms drive and com¬ 
mitting acts of aggression against revolutionary Cuba and other 
countries. They would be only too pleased to crush the peoples 
of the socialist countries. But imperialism no longer has its old 
strength. The heavy blows dealt by the socialist and national- 
liberation revolutions at the world imperialist system have 
undermined its ability to impose its will on the peoples and to 
crush revolutions by means of armed intervention. 

Symptomatic from the standpoint of the development of the 
revolutionary movement is the defeat of the attempts made by 
US imperialism to export counter-revolution to Cuba. From the 
day the Cuban revolution triumphed, the US imperialists have 
tried hard to crush the new Cuba and to subordinate it once 
again to a reactionary regime. But the Cubans have foiled all the 
provocations, including the intervention by US mercenaries in 
1961. The lessons of this, however, seem to have been lost on 
Wall Street and the Pentagon, for in October 1962 they set 
about organising open military intervention. In this inflammable 
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situation the Soviet Union and the entire socialist camp once 
again demonstrated their strength. The wise and flexible policy 
displayed by the CPSU and the Cuban government and the 
protests of a world public opinion that had been outraged by the 
US imperialist provocations-provocations that brought the world 
to the brink of world war-had their effect. 

The threat hanging over the Cuban revolution was thus 
warded off again. Cuba continues its advance along the road 
chosen by its people—the socialist road. But it goes without saying 
that there can be no relaxation of vigilance in regard to US 
imperialism or the other reactionary forces; action for the 
security of both Cuba and world peace must be intensified. 

The solution of the Cuban crisis in the interests of peace and 
socialism is an inspiration to the revolutionary forces of the 
world, for it has shown that the days are gone when the im¬ 
perialists could crush progressive movements, as was the case in 
Guatemala, and that the working class and the people generally, 
once they have defeated their exploiters and established a 
socialist system, can now confidently follow their chosen path. 

A survey of the situation shows how much humankind stands 
to gain from a durable peace. At a time when socialism is in¬ 
creasingly asserting its superiority and when new class align¬ 
ments are taking shape in the capitalist countries, the banishing 
of world war from the life of society will enable the nations to 
do away with capitalism at a minimum social and material cost, 
with the minimum sacrifice and suffering, and, in the final 
analysis, go over to socialism much more quickly. 

Some people counterpose peaceful coexistence to revolutionary 
struggle for the liberation of peoples and the emancipation of 
classes. This approach, however, is not justified by the facts of 
life by the march of social development; it runs counter to 
Marxist-Leninist theory. Revolution, as we know, is always 
engendered by the objective requirements of social development. 
In our time of revolutionary change the logic of social develop¬ 
ment pre-determines the necessity of transition to socialism. The 
motive force of this transition is the class struggle. Far from 
narrowing the arena of this struggle, peaceful coexistence gives 
it greater scope. 
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Though essentially indivisible, the revolutionary process has 
two aspects-internal and international. The two interweave and 
interact, and we are governed by the general objective laws of 
the revolution. Yet each has its specific features, which deter¬ 
mine the development and the forms of the class struggle. The 
task of the Marxist-Leninist parties is to disclose, substantiate 
and further those forms of the class struggle which at the given 
stage ensure the achievement of the revolutionary goals. On the 
world scale , as the 1960 Statement of the Communist and 
Workers’ parties points out , peaceful coexistence between states 
with differing social systems is such a form of the class struggle. 

What are the prospects of the revolutionary movement in the 
conditions of peaceful coexistence? Does this movement have 
the economic, political and ideological strength and means with 
which to carry on an unceasing offensive against capitalism and 
to lead all nations to socialism? 

The transition to socialism in one or another country is effected 
by the national revolutionary forces in the course of the class 
struggle which can take a wide variety of forms, including peace¬ 
ful and non-peaceful. Peaceful coexistence of states with differ¬ 
ing social systems provides greater opportunities for taking over 
power by peaceful means, but does not exclude non-peaceful 
forms of struggle whenever the situation demands this. 

Experience has shown that the offensive of world socialism 
against the positions of world capitalism goes on incessantly in 
the conditions of peaceful coexistence. For the socialist system 
possesses powerful economic , political and ideological levers for 
exerting a revolutionary influence on the course of social devel¬ 
opment. 

The main arena of the struggle between the two systems is 
competition in the sphere of material production. But the 
economic offensive of socialism differs fundamentally from the 
economic warfare often waged by the capitalists. Socialism rejects 
such imperialist methods as economic blockade, enslavement of 
countries and trade discrimination. Its economic challenge con¬ 
sists primarily in demonstrating the advantages of the new' 
social relations. Peaceful competition resolves the world-historic 
debate as to which is the better system, which of the two systems, 
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the capitalist or the socialist, is capable of ensuring higher pro¬ 
ductivity of labour and a better life for all. 

This, then, is the contest to which socialism has challenged 
capitalism. And there can be no doubt that socialism will win, 
thereby delivering a crushing blow to the entire system of 
capitalist relationships. 

The creation of the powerful productive forces which will 
enable the Soviet Union and the other socialist countries to sur¬ 
pass world capitalism in production and ensure the highest 
standard of living will, in the not distant future, signify the 
transformation of the socialist system into the decisive factor of 
world development. And this will hasten the abolition of ex¬ 
ploitation throughout the world. 

The socialist world system is waging a highly effective political 
struggle against reaction in the international arena. This struggle, 
too, differs fundamentally as regards both substance and 
methods from the imperialist policy of international brigandage. 
The imperialists interfere in the internal affairs of other coun¬ 
tries, they try to export counter-revolution, they engineer coups 
in order to impose dictators on peoples by force of arms, they 
buy ministers and governments, and stop at nothing in their 
endeavour to halt social progress. 

The policy of the socialist countries, on the contrary, precludes 
any interference in the internal affairs of other states. Their aim 
is to help the nations to safeguard their indepencence, to protect 
peace, and to facilitate the unification of all progressive, demo¬ 
cratic and peace forces in a strong world-wide anti-imperialist 
front. The socialist countries influence the march of events by 
offering an example of better sodal organisation. In this con¬ 
nection the further extension of socialist democracy is of par¬ 
ticular significance. For it is in this sphere that the advantages of 
socialism stand out against the background of the crisis of bour¬ 
geois democracy and the monopoly drive towards dictatorial 
fascist methods of government. 

Ideological struggle is highly important in the conditions of 
peaceful coexistence. It adds to the effectiveness of the economic 
and political methods of struggle for the world-wide victory of 
socialism. The more the ideas of the socialist world gain over 
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the misanthropic ideology of capitalism and colonialism, the 
more united and confident will be the ranks of the peace fighters, 
the greater the safeguards of peaceful coexistence and the nearer 
the victory of socialism. 

The growing economic power and the political and ideological 
prestige of socialism have changed the historical context of the 
class struggle, causing ever new contingents of working people 
to adopt socialist positions and altering the balance of forces in 
the struggle between progress and reaction. 

The influence exerted by the Soviet Union on the revolu¬ 
tionary process is steadily growing. From its inception the 
world’s first proletarian state has been a beacon lighting the way 
for all the oppressed. The creation of a socialist society and the 
elaboration-and verification in practice-of the science of build¬ 
ing socialism, the Soviet Union’s decisive role in defeating 
fascism, its help in establishing and consolidating the People’s 
Democracies and its role in protecting them against the im¬ 
perialist beasts of prey-these are all aspects of the influence 
exerted by the Soviet system on the march of history. And today 
the USSR, together with the other socialist countries, is playing 
the main role in safeguarding humanity against the horrors of 
nuclear war. The Leninist Party regards the building of the 
world’s first society of Peace, Labour, Freedom, Equality, 
Brotherhood and Happiness as the Soviet people’s great inter¬ 
nationalist task, a task corresponding to the interests of the 
entire socialist world system, the international proletariat and 
all humanity. 

Peaceful coexistence, then, provides every opportunity for 
successful development of all revolutionary movements in our 
time, a time marked by the rapid growth of socialism and the 
weakening of the positions of capitalism all along the line. 

Needless to say, under all circumstances it is the mass struggle 
of the working people, waged in forms corresponding to the 
national conditions and the concrete situation and guided by the 
general principles of the Marxist-Leninist theory of social devel¬ 
opment, that will bring about democratic and socialist changes 
in the capitalist countries. 
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The National-Liberation Movement at the Present Stage 

Since the war, dozens of former colonies have won indepen¬ 
dence. The biggest gain in the national-liberation struggle in 
recent times is the victory of the people of Algeria over the 
French colonialists. Important too were the liberation by the 
people of India of their ancient territories of Goa, Daman and 
Diu from the Portuguese yoke, and the termination of Dutch 
colonial rule in West Irian as a result of the struggle waged by 
the Indonesian people. In Yemen the revolution has swept away 
a despotic regime and opened a new page in the life of this 
country. Thus the winds of freedom have readied the Arabian 
peninsula where feudal monarchies allied with the imperialist 
monopolies have kept the people in mediaeval slavery. 

The post-war period has shown that the better the prospects 
of peaceful coexistence (due to the growing strength of the Soviet 
Union and the socialist system as a whole), the more resounding 
and deep-going the breakdown of the colonial empires under the 
blows of the popular liberation movement. The connection is 
obvious. 

What is most important is that the peoples fighting for their 
independence have the support of the socialist camp, which, as 
has been demonstrated time and again, is capable of rendering 
the help needed to prevent the export of counter-revolution. 

The link between the successful national-liberation struggle 
and the growing strength and influence of socialism acquires 
greater significance at present when a central place in this 
struggle is taken by problems of a predominantly economic 
nature the solution of which is essential to ensure genuine inde¬ 
pendence. 

The imperialists are resorting to a variety of political devices 
to preserve their influence in the newly independent countries. 
But their main stake is on the economic methods of neo-colonial- 
ism closely linked with cold-war strategy. The capitalist world 
regards colonial policy as one aspect of its global strategy aimed 
at halting the march of history. This is evident from the in¬ 
creasing “internationalisation” of colonial policy in recent years, 
with the imperialist powders combining in order jointly to main¬ 
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tain and consolidate their domination not only in the countries 
they have managed to entangle in aggressive military blocs but 
also in neutral countries through the European Common Market 
(sixteen African countries arc already “associated” with it). 
Although this kind of “collective colonialism” does not do away 
with the inter-imperialist contradictions, it, like neo-colonialism 
in general, should be examined in the light of the main contra¬ 
diction of our time and the new balance of forces in the world 
arena. 

A feature of the Programme of the CPSU, which makes it of 
prime importance for a correct understanding of the national- 
liberation movement and its further advance, is its assessment 
of this movement not as an ancillary or a reserve of the socialist 
revolution, but as a part of a world-wide struggle of which 
the end result will be the abolition of capitalism. The Programme 
brings out the interweaving of the three great progressive move¬ 
ments of our time-the struggle for socialism, the national-libera¬ 
tion movement, and the peace movement. A slackening of any 
one of these movements will have a detrimental effect on the 
others. And, conversely, success in one accelerates social progress 
in general. In other words, it is in this converging of all the 
progressive movements into a common stream that the problem 
of national liberation can be finally solved. Hence it would be a 
mistake to assume that the struggle for peace and general 
disarmament has no bearing on the national-liberation move¬ 
ment; action for peace and disarmament not only has a positive 
bearing on that movement but is objectively linked with it. 

Consolidation of peaceful coexistence and disarmament would 
mean abolishing all military blocs, including those which shackle 
the non-socialist world and serve as a channel for imperialist 
interference in the internal affairs of nations. Disarmament 
would mean doing away with military bases and withdrawing 
foreign troops from national territories and alien fleets from 
territorial waters where they are stationed to support the local 
reactionaries. As a result of the weakening, and even more so 
with the elimination, of foreign military and political pressure, 
social contradictions would be solved on the basis of the balance 
of forces shaped in the normal course of the struggle in each 
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country. This would hasten the achievement of unity among the 
progressive forces and their victory. 

The aid extended by the socialist countries helps to lay the 
material foundation for the genuine independence of peoples 
who have rid themselves of colonial rule. Moreover, it stimulates 
interest in socialism and engenders a desire to use socialist 
methods in order to build a thriving economy; it offers moral 
support to the progressive forces in the newly-emerged states, 
promotes their unity and assists them in their search for the 
correct ways of national development. In these circumstances 
the growth of the working class and other progressive changes 
in the social structure as well as greater activity on the part of 
the entire population make it possible for all former colonies 
eventually to take the non-capitalist way. The peoples them¬ 
selves will decide what path to take and when to take it. 

An effective solution to these problems is offered by the state 
of national democracy uniting all the progressive forces from 
the national bourgeoisie, the intellectuals and the petty bour¬ 
geoisie to the working class, with the working class-as it awakens 
politically, becoming organised, eventually establishing its 
Marxist-Leninist party and building an alliance with the 
peasantry-playing a steadily increasing role in the social advance 
of the nation along the road of genuine progress, the road to 
socialism. The lanes converging on this road are many and 
varied, but that the peoples which are breaking with imperialism 
will step out along it sooner or later is inevitable. 

It should be stressed that peaceful coexistence facilitates all 
forms of the liberation struggle. 

General disarmament certainly increases the chance of dis¬ 
lodging the colonialists, who will be deprived of arms for wag¬ 
ing wars of aggrandisement. And should they refuse to leave, 
the peoples will be justified in using force to eject them. Such 
action would be a just war of liberation. The same applies to 
resistance to imperialist encroachments on independence already 
w T on. 

The peoples of many countries and territories are still under 
the colonial yoke. But they refuse to become reconciled to the 
continuation of this state of affairs. The people of Angola, for 
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instance, supported by progressives everywhere, are waging an 
armed struggle against the Portuguese colonialists. The enslaved 
peoples of South Africa are intensifying their fight against a 
brutal dicatorship which is bent on crushing every semblance of 
freedom. In the other colonies, too, the imperialists have to exert 
every effort to remain in power; but these last bastions of 
colonialism are doomed, and they will collapse under the blows 
of the national-liberation movement. National freedom is the 
inalienable right of all peoples and they will win that right. 

The socialist countries and the Communists all over the world 
will continue to aid and support the peoples waging an armed 
struggle against colonialism. Far from contradicting the concept 
of peaceful coexistence, this is an affirmation of that concept, 
since the issue at stake is respect for one of the basic principles 
of peaceful coexistence-the right of all peoples to decide their 
affairs as they see fit, to be the master in their own house. 

Cuba has become a symbol of the victorious national-liberation 
movement of our time. The Cuban revolution, which triumphed 
in the conditions of peaceful coexistence, has withstood with 
honour the pressure exerted by US imperialism. Cuba established 
its political independence by putting an end to foreign imperial¬ 
ist domination and by taking the way of genuinely revolutionary 
social and economic change. Its leaders, headed by Fidel Castro, 
rallied the cream of the nation to the banner of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism. The example set by revolutionary Cuba has won the admira¬ 
tion of progressives everywhere. 

The time required for the national-liberation revolution to 
develop into the socialist revolution has been greatly reduced 
thanks to the impact of socialism on world development, to the 
numerical growth and better organisation of the national detach¬ 
ments of the working class, to the increasing influence of the 
Communist forces and the aid rendered by the international 
working class. 

Another new element is the greater influence wielded by the 
Communist parties in the national-liberation movement. Indeed, 
situations are arising in a number of countries when the ruling 
national bourgeoisie can no longer ignore the Communists but 
must reckon with the weight they carry with the masses. 
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There is yet another factor favouring the anti-colonial revolu¬ 
tion that should be noted. Formerly the working class in the 
metropolitan countries and the developed capitalist countries 
generally was largely isolated from the working people of the 
colonies, and this weakened the workers’ positions while making 
it easier for the colonialists to cope with the national-liberation 
movement. Today the working-class movement is siding more 
and more resolutely with the peoples upholding their indepen¬ 
dence. More than that, it is striking more powerful blows at 
capitalism at home, undermining its foundations and depriving 
it of opportunities to enslave other peoples. A united anti- 
imperialist front of the peoples is emerging. It is to this front 
that the future belongs. 


The Growth of the Revolutionary Forces in the 
Capitalist Countries 

In the strongholds of monopoly capitalism the working-class 
movement is the vanguard of the revolutionary forces. The 
developed capitalist countries now have some 160 million work¬ 
ers, more of whom are organised in their own political parties 
and trade unions than ever before. There are nearly three million 
Communists in these countries and trade union membership runs 
to some 60 million. 

Here, too, peaceful coexistence has created a favourable 
climate for the development of the class struggle on an unprece¬ 
dented scale. Whereas in the period from 1919 to 1939 a total 
of 177,400 strikes took place with 80,800,000 workers taking 
part, in 1946-60 there were 247,400 strikes with 222,600,000 
participants. During 1961-62 the strike wave and mass political 
actions reached a new high. 

The achievements of the USSR and the entire socialist world 
system have created highly favourable opportunities for dissemi¬ 
nating the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, for uniting the working 
masses in the capitalist countries, broadening their political 
horizons, waging an active struggle for economic and political 
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rights and for curbing and abolishing monopoly domination. 
Experience has shown that the working class and the working 
people generally can win their demands only through united, 
resolute action. 

The more reactionary groups of monopoly capital see in an 
international detente a threat to their profits and their rule, and 
hence they are working to prevent any relaxation of the tension. 
But in doing so they come into sharp conflict with the vast 
majority of the population, including some sections of the 
capitalist class itself. At the same time the steadily growing 
concentration of capital is ruining millions of peasants and caus¬ 
ing grave injury to the small and medium employers. This paves 
the way to the formation of broad alliances around the working 
class, to the emergence of that social force which is destined to 
carry out vitally necessary social reforms, to curb the monopolies, 
put an end to their rule and extend democracy. Although this 
social force is shaped under the democratic slogans of action for 
peace, disarmament, democracy, etc., it contains the germ of the 
politically organised force essential for carrying out the socialist 
revolution. 

In the course of the struggle for peace the masses go through 
a political schooling, they become active in public life and aware 
of the responsibility of each individual for what is happening in 
the world. For peace is a political matter which appeals to the 
emotions and affects the interests of all, impelling people to seek 
strength through unity. And unity is a source of invincible 
strength. At this point, too, the struggle for peace and the 
struggle for socialism meet, for both peace and socialism have 
one enemy-imperialism, monopoly capitalism. Because of this 
the Communists are in the forefront of the peace partisans. 

The valuable experience gained in the fight for peace is 
helping the peoples to counteract and repulse the reactionaries 
and to uphold democracy. The setbacks suffered by fascism are 
a case in point. 

Fascism today is adopting a new guise even though its essence 
and the aims pursued by finance capitalism in fostering it remain 
unchanged. In such countries as France, Federal Germany, the 
USA, Italy, Japan, and of late also in Britain, the fascist move- 
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mcnt is playing an important part in the overall machinery of 
the monopoly state, frequently serving as a shock force in the 
increasingly brazen drive against the already curtailed civil 
rights and freedoms. 

The peoples are becoming aware of the link between fascism 
and the monopoly state, and time and again in recent years they 
have demonstrated their readiness to foil this conspiracy against 
democracy by united action. The democratic and socialist aims 
of the revolution are thus becoming intertwined more and more. 
By consistently taking the lead in the struggle for general 
democratic demands, the proletariat of the capitalist countries 
is already waging the struggle for socialism. 


The Communists are the Leading Force of Our Time 

No political movement has ever experienced trials comparable 
to those of the Communist movement. But no other movement 
has ever had such grand achievements to its credit. 

Today the Communist movement is a powerful force consist¬ 
ing of nearly ninety revolutionary proletarian parties with 
42,500,000 members and a following of hundreds of millions 
of working people. 

In the present conditions, when the world revolutionary pro¬ 
cess has undergone significant changes, when its motive forces 
have been multiplied and its forms enriched, the Communist 
parties attach the greatest importance to overcoming the short¬ 
comings in their activities, particularly those engendered by the 
personality cult Working for the regeneration of society, Com¬ 
munists constantly seek to improve their tactics and to achieve 
the unity of all the progressive, anti-monopoly forces. 

Above all they are striving to overcome the split in the work¬ 
ing-class movement and to achieve unity of action between all 
parties and groups with a working-class following. What is in 
question is primarily the attitude to be taken towards the Social 
Democrats. The Social Democratic movement now consists of 
various trends. There are those who are prepared to co-operate 
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with the Communists and are close to them on many important 
issues. But there are also those who take a reformist stand of 
class conciliation, and some arc dyed-in-the-wool anti-commu¬ 
nists and defenders of capitalism. 

This latter group includes many (but by no means all) Right- 
wing Social Democratic leaders, those who openly co-operate 
with the aggressive imperialist military alignments; some of 
them even helped to set up NATO and were the initiators of 
aggressive acts. Grovelling before the capitalists, these gentle¬ 
men have repudiated every socialist idea and have climbed on 
to the anti-communist bandwagon. This is evident from the new 
programme adopted in recent years by some Social Democratic 
parties and in particular from the Declaration of the Socialist 
International approved by its Council in June 1962. The farther 
Right-wing Social Democracy retreats from the ideals of the 
working-class movement, the more it merges with the bourgeois 
parties, losing its identity and positions. But subservience to 
the bourgeoisie in matters of theory, surrender in questions of 
policy and renunciation of struggle for the vital interests of the 
working class and the colonial peoples are steadily eroding the 
reactionary wing of Social Democracy. 

More than a half a century has passed since the international 
working-class movement split into the revolutionary and oppor¬ 
tunist wings. The revolutionary wing followed Lenin and 
achieved magnificent socialist victories. The opportunist wing as 
represented by the Second International followed Kautsky and 
his associates, who, renouncing the struggle for the revolutionary 
overthrow of the old system, repudiated the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, thereby dooming themselves to political and ideolog¬ 
ical degeneration and causing many a bitter defeat for the 
working class. History has shown who was right fifty years ago. 

The Communist parties criticise, as they always have done, 
the ideological positions and the opportunist practice of Right- 
wing Social Democracy, exposing those leaders who have openly 
sided with the bourgeoisie. But this is constructive criticism, 
prompted by the desire to show the harm done to the workers’ 
movement by Right-wing Social Democracy and, by doing so, 
to pave the way to extensive contacts at all levels and to united 
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action in every sphere where all trends aspiring to represent the 
working-class movement and democracy arc duty bound to work 
together in order to defeat the reactionaries and warmongers. 

International and internal conditions favour the growth of 
the Communist movement and the development of all the 
revolutionary elements in society. But it would be a mistake to 
see only the favourable factors and to ignore those that hold 
back the revolutionary process. 

The bourgeoisie is perfecting its war machine, hoping to halt 
the advance of socialism with the combined strength of all the 
imperialist countries. It may resort to bloodshed in order to 
retain its supremacy. Lenin’s words that the working class must 
“master all forms, or sides, of social activity without exception”, 
that it must be “ready to pass from one form to another in the 
quickest and most unexpected manner”, 1 are, therefore, more 
timely than ever. 

The capitalist class, taught by the severe defeats it has suffered 
in the past fifty years, is resorting to social demagogy, political 
manipulations and more ingenious methods of suppressing mass 
movements. Considerable sections of the working class and other 
working people are still under its ideological influence. 

There are, it is true, other unfavourable factors, but these are 
outweighed by the favourable ones; indeed, it is the latter that 
play the decisive role, accelerating the development of the 
socialist world revolution and hastening the triumph of socialism 
all over the world. 

Reinforcing the unity of the Communist parties and over¬ 
coming opportunist wavering in them help to strengthen the 
world Communist movement and cement its unity on the basis 
of Marxism-Leninism. And the stronger and more close-knit the 
ranks of the world Communist movement, the more confidently 
will each Party forge ahead and the easier it will be for it to 
ensure its own unity. 

The traditions, the economic structure, the social problems 
and the class alignments in the different countries, even though 
they may have much in common, all have their distinctive 

1 ColI. Works, Vol. 31, p. 96. 
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features. Clearly, then, in order to elaborate the strategy and 
tactics capable of ensuring victory it is essential to approach 
Marxist-Lcninist theory creatively and apply it correctly to the 
given conditions. There are, however, people who would draw 
from the correct principle of the unity and indivisibility of the 
world revolutionary process the incorrect conclusion that the 
forms and methods of struggle should be the same in all countries 
and in all conditions. Consequently, they ignore the specific 
conditions of struggle and do not thoroughly examine the real 
processes under way and the possible new forms of the revolu¬ 
tionary movement. The result usually is a tendency to fit the 
realities of life into a rigid pattern based solely on past experi¬ 
ence. And this is fraught with the danger of losing touch with 
the masses, while on the international scale it engenders mis¬ 
understanding and mutual incomprehension between Commu¬ 
nists. 

Creative Marxists are opposed to the specific being regarded 
as something absolute. To ignore what has been discovered and 
verified in practice in other countries would result in discounting 
the general laws of the revolution and of building socialism; the 
sense of solidarity with the world Communist movement would 
be lost and the danger would arise of a tendency to evade one s 
internationalist duty. 

Each Communist Party, needless to say, is free to decide all 
questions of domestic and foreign policy independently. But 
independence does not signify self-isolation, withdrawing into 
the shell of national interests. Study of the experience of fraternal 
parties is a guarantee against past mistakes, a guarantee of 
correct policy and of a creative approach to the tasks ahead. 

The international Communist movement has accumulated a 
wealth of experience in collectively elaborating key questions of 
strategy and tactics. The Moscow Declaration and Statement are 
guides to action for all Marxist-Leninist parties. Indeed, strict 
adherence to these documents is their supreme international 
duty. Lenin, it will be recalled, time and again stressed the 
importance of the international responsibilities of each Party. 
And today, too, Lenin’s counsel always to remember one’s 
allegiance to the international family of Marxists, never to lose 
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touch with it, always to strengthen it, remains the watdnvord of 
the fraternal parties. 

History has shown that the problems of the revolution in the 
various countries can be fully and correctly solved only on the 
basis of a consistently internationalist policy. If correctly under¬ 
stood, the interests of the nation and its working class never run 
counter to the interests of the international Communist move¬ 
ment. On the contrary* it is the combining of the two that 
constitutes the content of proletarian internationalism, that 
powerful moral and political factor in the struggle for socialism 
and universal progress. 

The only correct policy is loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, 
utilising everything of universal value in the experience of the 
various parties, enriching this experience and skilfully applying 
it in the national and historical conditions of one’s own country. 


Some Conclusions 

An overall survey of the revolutionary movement suggests the 
following conclusions: 

1. The world revolution is developing in scope and depth. 
Peaceful competition between the two systems creates favourable 
conditions for its advance from success to success. Socialism is 
pressing forward on a global scale, whereas capitalism has irre¬ 
vocably lost the initiative in the historical contest between the 
two social formations. The foundations of the capitalist system 
are crumbling in many areas of the globe. 

Powerful blows are being struck at imperialism from all 
sides-by victorious socialism, by the proletariat of the capitalist 
countries, by the peoples who have overthrown colonialism and 
by the broad democratic movements opposed to monopoly 
domination. 

The revolutionary forces are maturing everywhere and there 
is every reason to believe that the revolutionary process will 
steadily gain momentum. Upheavals there will be in all comers 
of the world; the process, though uneven, is irrevocable. 

2. The main strategic line of the international Communist 
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movement in the present conditions, as set forth in the documents 
of the meetings of the fraternal parties and in the Programme 
of the CPSU, is struggle to deliver the working people from all 
forms of exploitation and oppression, to secure the victory of 
socialism and to rid humanity of the incubus of thermonuclear 
war. The contribution of the CPSU to the accomplishment of 
these tasks consists above all in building communism in the 
USSR. 

The building of socialism and communism in the countries 
belonging to the socialist world system makes it possible: 

-to win the economic competition with capitalism, to strengthen 
the community of socialist countries and to leave capitalism 
behind in all spheres of life; 

-for the revolutionary forces in the imperialist countries to wage 
a still more vigorous struggle against capitalism; 

-steadily to increase the aid to the newly-emerged national states 
in order to facilitate complete liberation from imperialist 
bondage and to promote social progress; 

-for the forces of the socialist states and peace-loving people 
everywhere to guarantee humanity against world war. 

All this, in the aggregate, is the strategic master plan of the 
offensive of international communism against imperialism. 

3. The imperialist camp has lost considerable ground. But, 
still powerful, it is feverishly building up in preparation for 
world war. The weakening of the old world may increase its 
aggressiveness and spur it on to desperate gambles in foreign 
policy. But the leaders of the capitalist world are no longer con¬ 
fident of victory in another world war, as the chieftains of Ger¬ 
man fascism were when they launched the last war. They are well 
aware of the strength of socialism. As for us Communists, we are 
confident that if the aggressors unleash war against the USSR, 
against socialism, they will be defeated and an end put to the 
capitalist system. 

4. The Communist movement has become the most influential 
political force of our time. It extends to all continents and to 
nearly all the countries of the world. And it is continuing to 
grow, consolidating its strength, extending its influence and 
winning millions of new supporters. 
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5. The path of human progress is far from smooth. It is beset 
by many difficulties. The Communist and Workers parties are 
working in extremely complex conditions. For the imperialist 
reactionaries stop at nothing in their efforts to retard the march 
of history, to discredit communism and to counteract Marxist- 
Leninist ideas. Although the general trend of the Communist 
movement, owing to the objective laws of human progress, is 
towards a strengthening of its positions, it would be dangerous 
to underestimate the possibilities still at the disposal of the 
reactionaries. Hence, combating anti-communism is one of the 
urgent tasks of the international Communist movement. 

6. There still are revisionists and dogmatists in die inter¬ 
national Communist movement. The revisionists have gone so 
far as to renounce the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
while the dogmatists close their eyes to the radical changes that 
have taken place in the world and refuse to see the new condi¬ 
tions favouring the working-class and general liberation move¬ 
ment. Combating revisionism and dogmatism, national egoism 
and insularity is an important task of the Communist movement. 

7. The realm of theory is of particular significance for the 
continued advance of the Communist movement. Lenin taught 
us that in order to choose the right way and the correct forms 
of the socialist revolution, of struggle for socialism, it is essential 
to pay unflagging attention to profound and comprehensive 
analysis of the rapidly developing social processes, to draw the 
correct conclusions from this analysis, and to apply them at both 
the tactial and the strategic levels. 

Guided by the principles set forth in the fundamental inter¬ 
national documents of the modern Communist movement, the 
Communist parties, strengthening their positions among the 
masses, are confidently gathering their forces for new victories 
in the great battles ahead. 


December 1962 


Proletarian Internationalism- 

a Powerful Force in the 

Revolutionary Transformation of the World 


The centenary of the First International is being commemorated 
by the international working class in a situation marked by the 
triumph of the noble ideals of Marxism-Leninism. The Commu¬ 
nist movement, founded by Marx and Engels, has become the 
most influential political force of our time. 

The socialist revolution has triumphed in fourteen countries. 
The Soviet Union has advanced to the building of communist 
society. The socialist world system, the creation of the inter¬ 
national working class, has become the decisive force for the 
revolutionary reconstruction of the world, the reliable bulwark 
of the liberation struggle against imperialism and reaction. 

With the victory of the socialist revolution in a number of 
countries the objective conditions were created for closer rela¬ 
tions between their peoples than had ever been witnessed before 
in the history of international relations. Internationalism as an 
ideology now has a solid foundation in the identity of socio¬ 
economic and political structures of the socialist countries. 
Provided their Communist parties pursue correct policies, 
nothing can prevent complete solidarity between the socialist 
nations in working to achieve their common ideals-socialism 
and communism. All the greater then is the responsibility de¬ 
volving on the ruling Communist parties for the consistent 
implementation of the principles of socialist internationalism. 
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Proletarian internationalism was the forerunner and essential 
prerequisite of the growth of internationalism in the relations 
between peoples cut off from one another for thousands of years 
by countless social and national barriers, loday the Marxist 
Leninist parties, the vanguard of the working class and the 
socialist countries, are in a position to implement the ideas of 
internationalism on a world-wide scale, to influence social 
development so as to prevent the old contradictions between 
nations and states inherited from the past from leading to 
military conflicts, and to hasten the coming of the happy future 
Marx foresaw. 

Inter nationalism-a Powerful Weapon for the Working Class 

Proletarian internationalism is a powerful weapon in the hands 
of the working class against capitalist exploitation and bour¬ 
geois nationalism. 

The workers’ conditions of life impel them to rally together 
on an international scale to combat all forms of social and 
% national oppression. Hence internationalism was born of the 
working-class movement and constitutes an inseparable element 
of the world-historic mission of the working class. 

Internationalism crystallised on the basis of the identity of 
the fundamental interests of the workers of different countries, 
as an expression of class solidarity against the cosmopolitan 
attempts of the capitalists jointly to suppress the workers 
struggle against exploitation. 

Internationalism came into being as the joint protest of the 
workers against the support given by the bourgeoisie of the 
various countries to the reactionary regimes and forces enslaving 
other peoples. The prevention of armed intervention by the 
British government on behalf of the slaveowners in the Civil 
War in America, support of the struggle waged by the people of 
Poland against Russian tsarism, and defence of the Irish waging 
a liberation struggle against British rule were the first memo¬ 
rable instances of proletarian internationalism. 

Internationalism stemmed, finally, from the need for the 
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workers of different countries to unite on a common class basis 
to combat bourgeois nationalism which, as the main principle 
of the foreign policy of the capitalist states, was used to plunge 
the peoples into wars. 

Internationalism struck root in the working-class movement 
and became a characteristic of the proletariat with the growth 
of its political consciousness and experience in struggle, as 
revolutionary theory gained ground in the working-class move¬ 
ment and it awakened to its political tasks. 

The basic aspects of proletarian internationalism today can be 
summed up as follows: 

-Solidarity of all the revolutionary detachments in the common 
struggle against imperialism and reaction, for democracy, 
national independence and socialism. 

-Defence of peace and struggle against the threat of a war, to 
assert in international life the principles of peaceful coexistence 
of states with differing social systems. 

-Maximum effort on the part of each socialist country, each 
national contingent of the working class and other revolutionary 
forces, to promote the world-wide liberation struggle. The prime 
internationalist duty of the working people who have won power 
is to build socialism and communism. 

-Home and foreign policies which contribute to the strengthen¬ 
ing of the socialist world system as the main factor of contem¬ 
porary revolutionary development. 

-Support by the peoples of the socialist countries and the work¬ 
ing people of the capitalist countries of the anti-imperialist, 
national-liberation movement. 

-All-round mutual support among all sections of the revolu¬ 
tionary movement (the socialist world system, the international 
working-class movement and the national-liberation movement) 
in the struggle for common aims. 

-Active participation in the democratic movements of our time, 
and all-round effort to unite in these movements the progressive 
forces of all countries and continents, irrespective of race or 
nationality. 

-Strengthening the unity of the international Communist move¬ 
ment on the basis of the equality and independence of the 
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fraternal parties and their joint resolute struggle against factional 
and disruptive activities in the movement. 

-Defence of Marxist-Leninist idology as the basis of the inter¬ 
national Communist movement, creative collective effort to 
develop it with a view to making maximum use of the new and 
greater opportunities for revolutionary struggle by the peoples, 
for their advance towards socialism and communism along roads 
which best accord with the conditions of each country and the 
traditions and experience of each people. 

-Struggle against reactionary nationalism and to prevent it from 
penetrating into the Communist and working-class movement. 

The organisational unity of the proletariat of the various 
countries derived from internationalism. From the very outset 
internationalism was an important means for overcoming 
disunity-the basic weakness of the working class in the struggle 
against capital. It is indicative that large-scale political unifica¬ 
tion of the workers’ movement on a genuine class basis was 
initiated by an international proletarian organisation-the First 
International. Indeed, the growth of the proletarians into a 
politically independent class proceeded through their awakening 
to the fact that they were an international force. 

The First International combined the organised strength and 
internationalism of the working class; it gave us a classical 
example of how the unity of these two pillars of the working- 
class movement should be upheld. In the First International the 
fundamental principle of the revolutionary activity of the prole¬ 
tariat and its vanguard-unity on a class basis, directed against 
the exploiters-crystallised. 

And so internationalism, entering into the very fabric of the 
working-class movement, became its distinctive feature and 
inseparable component, the source of its strength and of its epoch- 
making victories. 

Marx and Engels helped to awaken the workers to the fact 
that the way to unity of the international proletariat lies through 
the consolidation in the workers’ movement of a proletarian 
ideology as the prime condition for organising the working class 
into a force independent of the bourgeoisie. 

At the same time, however, Marx and Engels did not close 
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the doors of the International to those who were not yet pre¬ 
pared to accept its programme in full. “Had we from 1864 to 
1873 insisted on working together only with those who openly 
adopted our platform, where should we be today?” Engels wrote 
in 1887. “I think all our practice has shown that it is possible to 
work along with the general movement of the working class at 
every one of its stages without giving up or hiding our own 
distinct position and even organisation .. -” 1 

It was this line that enabled Marx, in working to unite the 
diverse sections and trends of the labour movement of the time, 
to shape, as Lenin said, the common tactics of the working-class 
struggle in the different countries. 

At the same time, Marx and Engels did not rule out diversity 
of positions within the framework of the International. They 
held that the international working-class movement should have 
a “plan which can be freely adapted to the differing conditions 
of each nation and each locality, while retaining everywhere its 
basic features, thereby ensuring unity of aim and a general 
harmony of the means used to achieve the common aim-eman¬ 
cipation of the working class by the working class itself”. 

Marx and Engels, however, stood firmly by their positions 
whenever the differences went beyond the bounds of the Pro¬ 
gramme and Rules of the International and presented a threat 
to the unity of the working-class movement. A case in point is 
their struggle against Bakunin and the Anarchists. 

Bakunin and his followers caused grievous harm to the cause 
of unity. As Engels said, they set out to destroy “not the existing 
system of exploitation, but the Association which is waging the 
most energetic struggle against this system”. 

The international working-class movement was then faced for 
the first time with the problem of a split. And the split actually 
took place. But does this give grounds for saying, as the leaders 
of the Chinese Communist Party aver to justify their factional 
activities, that Marx and Engels regarded splits as the only way 
to overcome differences? Certainly not. Marx, Engels and Lenin 
approached the problem of splits, as all other political questions, 

1 K. Marx and F. Engels, Selected Correspondence. 
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from a concrete historical standpoint; their criterion was, first, 
how a split would affect the vitality of the movement (or a 
party), and, second, whether or not it would help to solve the 
main revolutionary task. 

At that time the working-class movement was just beginning 
to crystallise politically. Fruitful development of this process 
along correct lines depended on continued effort to combine the 
movement with scientific socialism. But Bakuninism threatened 
to sidetrack this process at the very outset. Hence there was no 
other way than to eliminate this danger by resolutely expelling 
the Bakuninists from the organisation which was the embodiment 
of genuine revolutionism and of the historical perspectives of the 
working class. 

The main task then facing the International was, in the words 
of Lenin, to lay the “foundation of proletarian international 
struggle for socialism”. 2 Its mission was also to sow in the work¬ 
ing class the seeds of internationalism which (when the move¬ 
ment spread on a national scale, on the basis of workers’ mass 
parties in the various countries, as it was destined to do) would 
prevent the revival of particularism and exceptionalism and 
thereby safeguard the working-class movement against falling 
easy prey to bourgeois nationalism. 

Marx, Engels and Lenin, the great standard-bearers of pro¬ 
letarian unity, dedicated their whole lives to the theoretical 
substantiation and practical realisation of this unity. It would be 
a grave mistake indeed to assume, as the Chinese press does, 
that division is a law of development of the working-class move¬ 
ment. The general tendency of this movement, a tendency deriv¬ 
ing from its very nature and determined by its objective goal, 
is towards ever closer and more effective unity and the rallying 
of the broad masses of working people, of all democratic forces, 
around the working class. Moreover, this tendency is accentuated 
and unity becomes increasingly imperative with the growth of 
the working-class movement, its responsibility for man’s destiny. 
In proclaiming division to be a law of development of the 
working-class movement, the CPC leaders are pursuing nation- 

2 Coll. Works, Vol. 29, p. 281. 
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alistic and hcgemonistic aims diametrically opposed to the 
fundamental interests of the revolutionary movement. 

The importance of proletarian internationalism was further 
enhanced in the epoch of the Second International when the 
working-class movement grew greatly in numbers and came to 
play a bigger role in the political life of the leading countries of 
the time. 

At the same time, however, the forces opposed to inter¬ 
nationalism were also growing. The working class was subjected 
to increasing pressures from the petty-bourgeois sections of 
society corroded by nationalism. Colonial exploitation which 
gave birth to the aristocracy of labour, and inter-imperialist 
rivalry in the drive for profits, rivalry which the reactionary 
propaganda translated into the language of jingoism, were also 
conducive to the spread of bourgeois nationalism. 

Lenin highly appreciated the work done by the Second Inter¬ 
national to strengthen working-class unity. He approved of the 
decisions of the Amsterdam Congress of 1904 which recom¬ 
mended the two parties of the working class in France (the 
followers of Jaures and Guesde) to unite, and supported the 
proposal for co-operation with the Labour Party even though 
the latter did not accept Marxism. 

The analogy which the Chinese leaders are trying to draw 
between their disruptive policy and the stand taken by Lenin 
during the years of the First World War is built on obvious 
falsification. In effect, they rehash the old shibboleths of the 
bourgeois “critics” of Leninism who depicted Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks as invariable advocates of splitting over any 
differences whatever, as advocating split for the sake of split. 
It is common knowledge, however, that Lenin advocated an 
organisational break with the opportunists in the Second Inter¬ 
national and its parties only after the Social Democratic leaders 
had betrayed internationalism, betrayed the cause of the work¬ 
ing class and split the international working-class movement by 
siding with the capitalist governments, adopting national- 
chauvinist positions and vilifying the Bolshevik Party. Under 
these circumstances, the split on which Lenin insisted during the 
First World War signified in fact the mustering of forces capable 
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of raising aloft the banner of proletarian internationalism which 
the leaders of the Second International had trampled under¬ 
foot. 

The Communist International became the vehicle of prole¬ 
tarian internationalism in the first stage of the general crisis of 
capitalism; it embodied the positive internationalist heritage of 
the period of the First and Second Internationals. International¬ 
ism became in the Comintern period the practical instrument of 
struggle in the epoch of proletarian revolutions and the begin¬ 
ning of the transition from capitalism to socialism on a world 
scale. Thanks to the Comintern, a truly world-wide revolutionary 
movement was created for the first time in history. 

The principal element in the new situation was the evolution 
of socialism from theory to practice. Historically it so happened 
that socialism first became practical reality in a country at an 
average level of socio-economic development, yet from the 
outset the new system had to shoulder the maximum of inter¬ 
nationalist commitments. The land of Soviets was the first to 
make socialism a reality, and since then the “force of example” 
has been an integral part of proletarian, socialist international¬ 
ism. 

It has given Marxism-Leninism new possibilities of influenc¬ 
ing the peoples : 

-During the civil war imposed by the class enemy and the foreign 
intervention, the force of example consisted in demonstrating 
the invincibility and grandeur of the socialist revolution. 

-In the period of rehabilitation the force of example was deter¬ 
mined by the ability of the working class and working people 
generally to manage things without the capitalists in the spheres 
of state life, the economy and culture. 

-At the time of building socialist and later communist society 
the force of example is exerted through ever fuller demonstration 
of the true content of the ideals of the new society. 

In our time the main proof that a national detachment of the 
revolutionary movement is aware of its internationalist obliga¬ 
tions is maximum effort in its own country to ensure the success 
of the common cause of the revolution and socialism throughout 
the world. 
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Besides the example it is setting, the Soviet Union’s vast con¬ 
tribution to proletarian internationalism consists in the fact that 
it has become the material base of the entire international 
revolutionary movement. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union, to which history 
assigned in the early period of revolutionary reconstruction of 
the world the role of vanguard of the international organisation 
of a new type, has done its utmost to enable the working-class 
movement of other countries to make the most effective use of 
its historical gain-the successful development of the first pro¬ 
letarian state. 

In their turn, other Marxist parties, working to steer the labour 
movement in their respective countries along a revolutionary 
course, considered it their prime duty to defend the Soviet 
republic. To preserve socialism in the Soviet Union meant to 
safeguard the cause of socialism generally. This was the focal 
point of proletarian internationalism in the first stage of the 
epoch ushered in by the October Revolution. It was this approach 
that secured the grand victories scored in implementing the 
ideals bequeathed by Marx and Lenin. 

The experience of nearly half a century has demonstrated the 
correctness of the path which Lenin and the Communists took. 
They called upon the entire working-class movement to take this 
path, the path of proletarian internationalism. But the Social 
Democrats took the reformist road which inevitably alienated 
them from socialism which was now a tangible reality, and con¬ 
sequently deepened the split in the international working-class 
movement. 

Refusal to reckon with the experience of Soviet Russia, and 
what is more, the reviling of this experience, was not only a gross 
violation of the traditions of proletarian solidarity, it led also to 
direct degradation of Social Democracy, rendering it increasingly 
incapable of upholding the interests of the workers even within 
the bounds of capitalism. By aligning itself with the forces 
irreconcilably hostile to the socialist Soviet Union, Right-wing 
Social Democracy deprived itself of the opportunity to fight for 
the overthrow of capitalism even in those cases when the desire 
still lingered on in the rank and file of one or another Social 
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Democratic party. The facts of the past decades are proof of this. 
During this time the Social Democrats have been in power on 
more than one occasion in several countries, sometimes for many 
years. But in none of these countries have the foundations of 
capitalism been so much as shaken. 

The international proletariat and the peoples of the world are 
now in a position to compare the two paths of development of 
the working-class movement since its division-the path of pro¬ 
letarian revolution and proletarian internationalism, on the one 
hand, and the path of reformism, on the other. The comparison 
makes clear the significance of revolutionary theory and pro¬ 
letarian internationalism for the struggle of the working class 
for its fundamental aims. 

The comparison also supplies the answer to another question: 
it shows that the victories of Marxism-Leninism in realising the 
aims of the proletariat, and the changes they have brought about 
in the conditions of the class struggle, offer new opportunities 
for united action by all sections of the working-class movement. 
Indeed many fundamental problems have already been solved 
in the process of the development of the international working- 
class movement, and solved in favour of Leninism. 

In 1917 and after, the main issue was disagreement on whether 
socialism could triumph in Russia and whether the dictatorship 
of the proletariat was necessary for the transition from capitalism 
to socialism. The Right-wing Social Democrats launched a vio¬ 
lent struggle against the Leninist theory and practice of building 
socialism in Russia on the basis of the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat, and lauded a “democracy” that was actually bourgeois 
democracy-the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. In the more than 
40 years since then, the Social Democratic leaders have not given 
a single example of the socialist ideal being realised in keeping 
with their own recipes. On the other hand, the Soviet people 
have built socialism in these years, and are confidently marching 
towards communism, fulfilling with honour the internationalist 
duty entrusted them by history. The situation in which socialism 
was built in the Soviet Union was an exceptional one. The savage 
fury of world imperialism and internal reaction made the class 
struggle in Russia unprecedentedly bitter and led to a violent 
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civil war and foreign intervention. But this by no means cancelled 
the principle formulated by Marx: the Communists are always 
against violence for the sake of violence, the degree of violence 
depending solely on the actions of the class enemy. 

Joining in the chorus of bourgeois propaganda, the Social 
Democratic leaders depicted the Communists as champions of 
naked violence, making “Bolshevik violence” a bogey with 
which they tried to scare the workers away from Leninism and, 
in fact, from socialism generally. Actually, the dictatorship of 
the proletariat was from the very beginning, as Lenin said, a 
thousand times more democratic than the most democratic bour¬ 
geois rule, since it meant genuine democracy for the working 
masses, for the people generally. The Social Democratic leaders, 
however, emphasised only that aspect of the proletarian dictator¬ 
ship which is associated with violence. ‘There is no doubt that 
without this aspect-without revolutionary violcnce-the pro¬ 
letariat could not have won,” Lenin said, “but neither is there 
doubt that the use of revolutionary violence was necessary and 
legitimate only at certain moments in the development of the 
revolution, only in certain extraordinary conditions, whereas 
organisation of the proletarian masses, of the working people, 
was, and still is, a far more deep-seated and permanent feature 
of this revolution and the condition of its victories. It is the 
organisation of the millions of working people that best advances 
the revolution and is the underlying source of its victories.” 3 

Time, however, has shattered the fabrications of the Social 
Democratic leaders. The world has come to see that the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat represents genuine, effective democracy 
for the masses, that it signifies a steady extension of democracy. 
The experience accumulated to date, and especially the experi¬ 
ence of the Soviet Union, has both confirmed the inevitability of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and shown that its duration 
depends on the specific conditions of the particular country. 

True, the personality cult distorted certain aspects of the pro¬ 
letarian dictatorship and retarded its evolution into a system of 
democracy for the whole people. But it was unable to arrest the 

3 Coll. Works, Vol. 29, p. 70. 
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development of democracy on socialist soil. The 20th Congress of 
the CPSU resolutely discarded the cult and gave free rein to the 
development of socialist democracy. The whole world can now 
see the achievements of socialism freed from the impediments 
caused by the bitter class struggle which the bourgeoisie forced 
on the proletariat and by the negative consequences of the Stalin 
personality cult. Having triumphed finally and completely in the 
USSR and other countries, socialism has created favourable 
external conditions for further revolutions and socialist construc¬ 
tion. As Marx and Lenin predicted, the peoples can now advance 
to socialism along less difficult and more varied roads, including 
the peaceful road. This is clear proof of the great emancipatory 
role played today by the socialist camp with regard to the rest of 
mankind. The break-through into the future first made by the 
Soviet people and then by other peoples has made it possible to 
mount an offensive of the revolutionary forces against the system 
of exploitation along the entire world front. In the course of this 
offensive boundless opportunities are opening up for the display 
of initiative, revolutionary fervour and creative endeavour by 
each people. 

It is perfectly understandable that the Leninist party, which 
from its very inception fought persistently and uncompromisingly 
for the idea of proletarian dictatorship in the socialist movement 
and which did so much for its theoretical substantiation and 
practical implementation, has today, when the conditions for 
this have matured, posed on its own initiative the question of 
the historical limits of the dictatorship and is translating this 
concept into life by building a socialist state of the whole people. 

But perhaps the most eloquent expression of the Communists’ 
attitude to violence is the fact that the socialist world system 
led by them has posed on the practical plane the problem of 
banishing world war from the life of society, i.e., the problem 
of abolishing the worst form of violence known to man. 

Another stumbling-block that divided Socialists and Commu¬ 
nists was the question of what force represents the working class 
in the struggle for the victory of the socialist revolution and 
in socialist construction. It should be said that the attitude of the 
Communists on this question was usually distorted and is still 
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not always correctly understood by some Social Democrats. 
They ascribe to the Communists a desire to “debar” all other 
parties from taking part in building the new society. This, of 
course, is not so. The first Soviet government, we may recall, 
included Left Socialist Revolutionaries, besides the Bolsheviks. 
But the Left Socialist Revolutionaries failed to measure up to 
the historical responsibility placed on them by the revolution. 
Having become entangled in intrigues with the class enemy, they 
deserted to the counter-revolutionary camp; and when they 
started to organise plots and assassinations of leaders of the 
revolution, co-operation with them was no longer possible. 

The experience of the People’s Democracies where multi-party 
systems exist likewise shows that the Communists do not 
advocate the one-party system as a matter of principle. 

Clearly, the strengthening of the positions of socialism in the 
world, the change in the balance of forces in favour of the work¬ 
ing class and against imperialism and the reactionaries, opens 
the way to new and more effective forms of co-operation 
between parties in the working-class movement. Of course, it 
should not be forgotten that the Right-wing Social-Democratic 
leaders betrayed the cause of the working class, breaking with 
Marxism and the ideals of socialism. There still are people in 
the Social Democratic parties whom Marx and Lenin rightly 
called the “labour lieutenants of the capitalist class”, people who 
stubbornly persist in supporting the policy of the rulers of their 
countries and are above all concerned with struggle against 
communism, against the Soviet Union and other socialist coun¬ 
tries. Hence the Communists criticise the ideological positions 
and the Right opportunist practice of Social Democracy, stressing 
that there can be no compromise in the sphere of ideology, and 
that defence of the purity of Marxism-Leninism is, as it has 
always been, a prime concern of the Communist parties. But 
there are many people in the Social-Democratic movement who 
wish to co-operate with the Communists. This entitles us to 
speak of the possibility of achieving proletarian unity in the 
struggle for common aims not only on a national but also on an 
international scale. The realisation of this possibility would be 
a triumph for the ideas of proletarian internationalism. 
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Due unquestionably to the impact made by the successes of 
world socialism, the leading role of the proletariat is once again 
gaining recognition among the Social Democrats. There is 
growing unity of action between Socialists and Communists on 
a wide range of issues in a number of capitalist countries. These 
issues include struggle against the arms build-up, for peaceful 
coexistence, against reactionary, racist and fascist regimes, in 
support of the national-liberation struggle, and against the 
monopoly onslaught on the rights of the working people. 

The experience of the class struggle has confirmed the cor¬ 
rectness of the policy of united action pursued by the Communist 
parties. In the course of the anti-monopoly movement ever 
broader sections of the nation rally around the working class, 
and in this way the political army headed by the working class 
and capable of overthrowing monopoly rule and moving on 
towards socialism takes shape. 

Proletarian internationalism has acquired truly world-wide 
scope with the entry of numerous mass contingents of the African, 
Latin American and Asian revolutionary forces into the struggle 
against the main enemy of the working class-capitalism, impe¬ 
rialism. The growing impact of socialism on world development, 
on the conditions in which the revolutionary struggle is waged, 
and the level attained by the national-liberation movement 
create an objective basis for broader unity than ever seen before 
among diverse political forces and organisations. Hence the 
possibility of joint action for common aims not only between the 
Marxist-Leninist parties and parties which are traditionally 
connected with the working-class movement and which have 
long proclaimed their support of socialist ideas, but also between 
Marxist-Leninist parties and young revolutionary-democratic 
parties which have led their peoples in the anti-imperialist 
struggle and have taken the path of radical reform. 

This process of international rallying of political forces on an 
extended basis is already under way, offering from year to year 
increasingly impressive examples of fraternal mutual support, 
fruitful co-operation, useful exchange of views and pooling of 
experience, which makes for a better understanding of the 
socio-economic and political changes taking place in our time 
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and enriches both the theory and practice of the entire world 
revolutionary movement. The CPSU and other Marxist-Leninist 
parties have for many years been making a substantial practical 
contribution towards building this new international unity, 
displaying initiative and freshness of approach in tackling the 
problems posed by life and consistently rendering firm support 
to all forces combating imperialism and reaction. 

Clearly, then, it is possible and necessary to build a common 
front of political alliances embracing all three basic groups of 
countries and the greatest mass movements of our time, and 
ensuring unity of action among the Marxist-Leninist parties, 
other workers’ parties, the revolutionary-democratic parties of 
the newly-independcnt countries and the various other demo¬ 
cratic organisations fighting against imperialism for peace, 
democracy and socialism. 

The extension and consolidation of ties with other progressive 
social forces presupposes the continued strengthening of the 
Communist parties ideologically, politically and organisation¬ 
ally. The stronger the Marxist-Leninist parties, the greater the 
influence of the ideas of scientific communism among the broad 
sections of the people and the greater the success in building 
unity among all anti-imperialist forces. 


lnterjiationalism, Nationalism and the 
Development of Nations 

The ideological opponents of Marxism-Leninism try to counter¬ 
pose proletarian internationalism to the interests of separate 
nations, especially oppressed nations fighting for freedom and 
national regeneration. This is an utterly fallacious premise. 

Marxism takes cognisance of two objective trends in the 
nationalities question: the awakening of national life and 
national movements already under capitalism and struggle 
against national oppression, for the establishment of national 
states, on the one hand, and the simultaneous rapid growth, 
especially in the epoch of imperialism, of economic and other 


43 














contacts between the nations and the crumbling of national 
barriers, on the other. 

Therefore Marxists, while championing the international unity 
of the working class, simultaneously support the striving of all 
nations for independence, holding that the way to the drawing 
together of nations lies through their liberation and prosperity. 
In this approach can be seen one of the manifestations of the 
general democratic content of proletarian internationalism. 

Support for national-liberation movements was one of the 
main policy lines of the First International. The founders of 
Marxism held that national liberation was indispensable for 
social emancipation. 

The line of genuine internationalism was continued and raised 
to a higher plane by Lenin. The experience of the USSR shows 
that the co-operation of all nations is essential for the full devel¬ 
opment of each nation, which, in turn, leads to stronger unity of 
all nations and peoples. 

Lenin, who elaborated the principles of Communist policy 
also as regards the national-liberation struggle on a world scale, 
urged that the most resolute and most consistent democracy be 
upheld in all aspects of the nationalities question, bearing in 
mind, however, that at a certain juncture the bourgeoisie will 
use nationalism to strengthen its positions. Experience shows 
that the role played by nationalism in the national-liberation 
movement varies from country to country, depending on the 
class alignments. In most countries, especially in those where the 
liberation movement is headed by the revolutionary-democratic 
forces, nationalism is an effective instrument of anti-imperialist 
struggle and revolutionary-democratic change. But there are 
cases when the reactionary top-crust of exploiters uses national¬ 
ism to promote its own selfish ends and to block social progress. 

It should be borne in mind that the struggle of the newly-free 
peoples against colonialism is not yet over. Having gained 
political independence, they nevertheless remain in the system 
of the world capitalist economy and are oppressed by the im¬ 
perialist powers economically. Therefore the fight of the peoples 
of most of the former colonies and semi-colonies is still a fight 
for national liberation demanding exertion of much effort. 
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In some countries the natiopal-libcration movement is headed 
by revolutionary democrats, who associate the struggle for 
national independence with radical socio-economic reforms. It 
should also be borne in mind that the new situation cannot but 
affect the development of the newly-free peoples. This situation 
facilitates the national regeneration of the emergent states along 
non-capitalist lines with the fraternal support of the socialist 
states. The peoples arc learning from experience that the sure 
road to the complete abolition of colonialism and to national 
revival lies through changes of a socialist nature, through the 
development of contacts with the socialist countries. Moreover, 
they can see that proletarian internationalism by which the 
Marxists-Leninists are guided offers them a platform of friendly 
relations with the socialist countries ensuring these peoples the 
most favourable opportunities for advance along the path of 
peace and social progress. 

Marxists-Leninists are well aware of the danger of bourgeois 
nationalism to the peoples of the young states. Hence they 
resolutely reject the racist slogans of the Chinese splitters 
designed to isolate the peoples who have won national libera¬ 
tion, or are fighting for it, from the international working-class 
movement and from the socialist world system. When such 
slogans are put forward nationalism becomes a thoroughly reac¬ 
tionary force capable of causing grave harm to the peoples’ 
liberation struggle. 

Every stage of historical development confronts proletarian 
internationalism with its own difficulties and contradictions. At 
timej nationalism and sectarianism reappear on a new basis and 
in new forms. 

Socialism brings with it an unprecedented consolidation of 
the nations. The crystallisation of the socio-political unity of a 
nation is accompanied by a powerful surge of patriotism. It can 
be said that only under socialism does a nation truly feel it is 
a single whole and acquire a oneness of will and action. This 
firm unity of society, of the nation, is an achievement of social¬ 
ism, striking proof of its superiority over capitalism, which 
disunites people. 

However, one should not ignore the danger of a resurgence 
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of nationalist sentiment under certain circumstances as a by¬ 
product of socialist patriotism. Nationalism is deeply rooted in 
the consciousness and psychology of definite social strata. It 
adapts itself to the new conditions, acting like a parasite on the 
lofty feeling of patriotism. 

Traces of the abnormal, distorted relations between nations 
bom of capitalism remain for some time after the socialist 
revolution. They cannot be effaced immediately after the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, just as it is 
impossible to abolish overnight the economic and cultural 
inequality of nations which is likewise inherited from the past. 
The unity of the socialist community of states is forged and 
cemented through struggle against bourgeois-nationalist preju¬ 
dices and their reappearance on a new basis and in a new guise. 

Marxism-Leninism reckons with the danger presented by 
survivals of nationalism and emphasises the need to neutralise 
their influence, to combat them. Recent experience shows, how¬ 
ever, that not all the Communist parties in power have proved 
capable of resisting nationalistic pressures and pursuing a consis¬ 
tent internationalist policy. The petty-bourgeois wave that has 
engulfed the CPC leadership has brought to the surface the froth 
and foam of nationalism and great-power egoism. 

The errors of the CPC leadership have now developed into a 
system of nationalistic views. This is evident from all their recent 
actions which essentially amount to a departure from proletarian 
internationalism, revealing a desire to subordinate the other 
socialist countries to China. Evidence of this is furnished also 
by the lauding of everything Chinese, the cultivation of 
chauvinism. 

The anti-Leninist position of the Chinese leaders is mani¬ 
fested particularly clearly in their utterly shameless claim to 
hegemony in the Communist movement. 4< The ideological posi¬ 
tion headed by Mao Tse-tung,” Jenminjihpao proclaims, “must 
... assume leadership of the international Communist move¬ 
ment.” 

The torrent of slander which the Chinese press has poured 
upon the CPSU and the Soviet Union as well as upon other 
socialist countries and Marxist-Leninist parties-slander which 
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no Communist or any other sincere participant in the liberation 
movement can countenance-can also be traced to aggressive 
nationalism. 

The line of the Chinese leaders presents a grave danger to 
the unity of the world Communist movement and to the social¬ 
ist world system. In effect, the CPC leaders are giving aid and 
comfort to the class enemy of the world proletariat in pursuit 
of his objective-to destroy the unity of the world Communist 
movement. Hence it is imperative that all true internationalists, 
supporters of the great cause of Marx and Lenin, fighters for 
peace and socialism, give a resolute rebuff to the Chinese 
leaders* nationalism. 

All the socialist countries have common internationalist tasks, 
above all, defence of the socialist system against encroachments 
by world imperialism. The main burden of the efforts and 
sacrifice involved in realising these tasks has been borne by the 
Soviet Union. And now, too, the Soviet people are spending 
much to increase the defence potential of the socialist world 
system, to render economic aid to other, less developed coun¬ 
tries of this system. It is well known, for instance, that the 
missile-nuclear strength built up and maintained by the Soviet 
Union stands guard over the peaceful labour of all the socialist 
countries. 

The other countries of the socialist community are also 
making their contribution to the common tasks. However, as 
the actions of the Chinese leaders show, nationalism gives rise 
to the striving, alien to proletarian internationalism, to counter¬ 
pose one’s own country to the socialist community. This endan¬ 
gers the unity of the socialist world system, leads to a weaken¬ 
ing of contacts between the socialist countries, undermines their 
friendship, weakens the influence of socialism on the trend of 
world development and, ultimately, does grave harm to the 
national interests themselves, in the given instance to those of 
China. 

There is only one way to overcome survivals of nationalism 
in socialist society: genuine fulfilment by each country of the 
common internationalist duty, loyalty to Marxism-Leninism. 
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Internationalism and the Struggle for Peace 

Down the centuries the exploiting classes have sought to justify 
predatory attacks on other peoples by invoking the “sins" of 
other nations, of people of other beliefs, heretics, etc. The 
fanaticism of religion, of the tribe, the race, or the nation-all 
are links in a chain extending through the centuries, monuments 
to man’s spiritual enslavement, to the striving to make him the 
docile tool of self-seeking oppressors. Proletarian international¬ 
ism laid bare the motives behind aggressive wars of plunder. 
In this way, proletarian internationalism, which emerged as a 
class ideology, is the continuation of the humanistic traditions 
born of the aspirations of the people, and is destined to carry 
these traditions to their logical conclusion-man’s final victory 
over war. 

Internationalism is the ideology and practice of peace and 
friendship among the peoples. It is not fortuitous that in insti¬ 
gating fratricidal wars the bourgeoisie has above all sought to 
combat proletarian internationalism, to poison the minds of the 
working class and working people generally with the venom of 
nationalism. 

At the time of the First International, when the working class 
was just emerging, Marx urged it never to forget the lofty duty 
it had now to perform. “The glorious duty devolves on you,” 
he wrote to the American workers, “to show the world that the 
working class is at last entering the arena of history not as an 
obedient tool but as an independent force conscious of its own 
responsibility and able to dictate peace where the so-called 
masters clamour for war.” 

Marx knew full well that at that time the working class still 
lacked the strength to exclude war from the life of society or 
even to prevent its outbreak. Yet the leaders of the working- 
class movement never considered this to be a ground for aban¬ 
doning the struggle against militarism and war. The resolution 
of the Brussels Congress of the First International stressed that 
“the peoples can henceforward lessen the frequency of war by 
opposing those who make or declare war.” 

These traditions have always been alive in the working-class 
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movement. They have developed and gained ground from year 
to year. As we know, they found reflection in the Stuttgart and 
Basel congresses which solemnly proclaimed their resolve to 
combat war. When the opportunist leaders of the Second Inter¬ 
national betrayed these anti-militarist decisions of the con¬ 
gresses, the banner of the anti-war struggle was raised by Lenin 
and the Bolsheviks. 

The attention of the Communist International was always 
focused on the struggle for peace. Its Seventh Congress, it will 
be recalled, made a signal contribution to this struggle. The 
congress declared: “The peace policy of the USSR, which 
counterposes proletarian internationalism to national and racial 
strife, is directed not only at the defence of the Soviet Union, 
not only at safeguarding socialist construction, but at protecting 
the lives of the workers of all countries, the lives of all the 
oppressed and exploited; it is aimed at the defence of the 
national independence of the small nations, it serves the vital 
interests of all humanity, and it protects culture against the 
barbarism of war.” 

In our time these internationalist traditions of struggle against 
imperialist war preparations acquire particular significance 
owing to the radical changes which have taken place both in 
the world arena as a whole and in the means of warfare. There 
now are forces in the world capable of giving a rebuff to the 
aggressive plans of imperialism. It was the Communists who 
were the initiators of the struggle against the danger of nuclear 
war emanating from the imperialists. The Communist move¬ 
ment undertook the historical mission of spearheading the effort 
to solve this task of vital importance to all humanity. Guided 
by its scientific theory, it revealed to the world the full mag¬ 
nitude of the danger hanging over the nations, indicated the 
source of this danger, and, at its conferences in 1957 and 1960, 
put forward a concrete plan of action. The annals of history 
have recorded for all time the fact that it was the Communists 
who proclaimed the Peace Manifesto of the nuclear age. The 
danger of a thermonuclear disaster makes it incumbent on the 
proletariat to use all its strength, the entire might of the socialist 
system, to uphold the cause of peace. This is the international 
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duty of the proletariat. ‘The international working class,” the 
1960 Statement declares, “must close its ranks to save mankind 
from the disaster of a new world war.” 

The leaders of the CPC have revised this injunction of the 
international Communist forum. They pursue a course hostile 
to tlje USSR and the socialist community. 

This concept which associates the victory of communism with 
nuclear war, with the destiny of nations too large to be in 
danger of total extermination, has nothing in common with 
proletarian internationalism, with Marxism-Leninism. Like 
other theories advanced by the CPC leaders, it stems from 
nationalism. Moreover, it perhaps better than anything else 
highlights the fact that nationalism in our time turns against 
efforts for peace. In the given instance it is a case of national¬ 
ism openly opposing the joint line of the Communist parties 
which have undertaken the great historical mission of prevent¬ 
ing a new world war. 

Those who sincerely want to see the principles of proletarian 
internationalism triumph and to hasten the victory of socialism 
the world over cannot toy with the idea of nuclear war; on the 
contrary, they must strengthen the socialist world system and 
exert every effort to curb the aggressors and avert war. As the 
decisions of the world Communist forums of 1957 and 1960 
point out, peace between countries with differing social systems 
affords every possibility for struggle for the victory of socialist 
revolutions. 


Proletarian Internationalism as a Principle 
of Mutual Relations Between Fraternal Parties 


With the founding of the First International, proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism acquired an organisational form which was im¬ 
proved and perfected as the international working-class move¬ 
ment developed. It was thanks to the First International that 
the movement succeeded in a short period of time in forming 
its own political parties independent of the bourgeoisie. 

Its successor, the Second International, was an association of 
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independent national proletarian parties. Intercourse between 
them was more complex and was enriched by new forms of 
contacts. However, the Second International failed to safeguard 
international proletarian solidarity against bourgeois national¬ 
ism to which reformism and opportunism threw the gates wide 
open in most of the workers’ parties of the day. 

The revolutionary epoch which replaced the period of 
relatively peaceful development of capitalism required a new 
international political organisation capable of combating social- 
chauvinism and consolidating the proletarian movement through 
conscious revolutionary discipline. That is why Lenin considered 
it vitally necessary to have a centralised organisation in which 
democracy would be developed to the utmost. This was fully 
justified by the conditions of the time. Numerous examples 
could be cited to show how centralism greatly helped to defend 
the Communist International, especially in its early years, from 
sectarian and Right opportunist tendencies which found favour¬ 
able ground among the young Communist parties. 

Lenin constantly stressed the need to study the experience of 
the Bolsheviks. But he also took into consideration the com¬ 
plexity of this process in such a centralised organisation as 
the Communist International. When Lenin noticed in good 
time a tendency in the young international Communist move¬ 
ment mechanically to copy the tactics of the Bolsheviks, he 
came out against the Leftist underestimation of the importance 
of the national peculiarities in the activities of Communist 
parties. Stressing in his work “Left-Wing” Communism , an 
Infantile Disorder the need for a centralised international 
organisation, Lenin pointed out: “We must clearly realise that 
such a leading centre cannot under any circumstances be built 
up on stereotyped, mechanically equalised and identical tactical 
rules of struggle.” 4 

In the subsequent period, after Lenin’s death, as the Com¬ 
munist movement developed and spread, the Comintern found 
it increasingly difficult to go into the specific conditions in the 
various countries and to guide the parties. The Seventh Con- 

4 Coll. Works, Voi. 31, p. 72. 
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gress of the Comintern to a certain extent solved the contradic¬ 
tion between the centralised form of guiding the Communist 
parties and the need for greater independence of the parties 
in the new conditions. 

During the Second World War when the scope and diversity 
of the tasks of the Communist parties grew unprecedentedly, 
the Comintern as a form of uniting the world Communist move¬ 
ment no longer answered the needs of the times and was there¬ 
fore dissolved. 

In the post-war period the Communist movement reached 
a qualitatively new level. The socialist world system emerged. 
The Communist parties in most capitalist countries developed, 
the conditions in which they worked became more and more 
varied and their tasks more complicated. Most of the parties 
had accumulated considerable political and organisational ex¬ 
perience. It was obvious that the multiform content of the 
movement could no longer be fitted widiin the framework of 
a single centralised organisation. This was confirmed by the 
experience of the Information Bureau of the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties. New and more flexible forms of contact 
between the parties were needed. The Twentieth Congress of 
the CPSU, which ended the negative influence of the Stalin 
personality cult on the international Communist movement, was 
a turning point in the shaping of the norms of inter-Party 
relations at the present time. 

The 195, and 1960 Moscow Meetings elaborated new forms 
of international contacts between Communists. These forms are 
a concrete instance of the development and implementation of 
proletarian internationalism in the conditions of today. They 
are aimed above all at strengthening the international unity of 
the Communist movement, which in itself is an embodiment of 
proletarian internationalism. Basic here are the relations be¬ 
tween Communists, and the standards governing these relations 
underlie the general principles of socialist internationalism. 

Ihe 1957 and 1960 meetings offered a splendid example of 
proletarian internationalism in our time. At these meetings the 
representatives of the Communists in all parts of the world 
worked jointly to solve the tasks confronting humanity today. 
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The documents of these meetings bear testimony to the concern 
of the Communists for the defence of the interests of the work¬ 
ing class and the peoples of all countries and continents irre¬ 
spective of race or nationality; to their awareness of their 
responsibility for the preservation of peace, the worldwide 
victory of socialism, the destiny of mankind. With these docu¬ 
ments as their agreed programme, the Communists have won 
new victories in the fight for peace and socialism, and have 
provided abundant evidence that Marxist-Leninist policy is 
proletarian internationalism in action. 

At present the parties of the world Communist movement 
are acting much more independently than ever before. Each 
party, naturally, aims at the utmost success in the struggle in 
its own country, and itself determines the most effective ways 
of achieving this goal. 

All this is evidence of the strength apd maturity of the 
Communist movement. The independence of the parties will 
continue to grow. But just as the growing branches of a giant 
oak have common roots and form a single crown, so the world 
Communist movement, while developing in breadth and depth, 
preserves its international unity. The increasing independence 
of parties makes inter-party relations more complex but in no 
way does it weaken the unity of the Communist movement. 
The independence of Marxist-Leninist parties makes it all the 
more incumbent on them to take due note of the common tasks 
of the Communist movement when elaborating their own 
strategy and tactics. Such is the dialectical interaction of the 
national and the international in the development of the worid 
Communist movement. 

Any attempt to interpret the independence of a Party as 
evasion of the solution of common international tasks, as a 
kind of positive “neutrality” in the solution of common prob¬ 
lems, cannot be regarded as a sign of independence or maturity. 
To do so would be a concession to nationalism and, therefore, 
a concession to bourgeois ideology which has always regarded 
“independence” as an antipode of proletarian internationalism. 
Any attempt to withdraw into the shell of circumscribed 
national tasks, to fence oneself off from the life-giving source 
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“the world-wide Communist movement-is bound to weaken 
the position of the Marxist-Leninist party in its own country. 

The responsibility of all fraternal parties for the unity of the 
world Communist movement is particularly great at present 
when the CPC leaders are deliberately pursuing the line of 
splitting the Communist ranks. Having defied the principles of 
internationalism laid down in the Statement of 1960 which they 
themselves signed, the Chinese leaders are clearly bent on 
destroying the international brotherhood of Communists and 
reviving the methods of the personality cult, of diktat in the 
relations between the parties. 

A solid front of Communist parties, their active struggle 
against the petty-bourgeois nationalist positions of the CPC 
leaders, will deprive these leaders of opportunities to sow 
dissension among Communists and will ensure unity on a 
Marxist-Leninist basis. 

Marx, who founded and nourished the First International, 
urged the proletariat to cherish international solidarity as the 
apple of its eye, to remain true to proletarian internationalism. 
Today this means upholding the unity of the socialist commu¬ 
nity on the basis of the principles of Marxism-Leninism and 
strengthening the socialist world system; exerting every effort 
to carry out the prime internationalist duty of the Communists, 
namely, to safeguard peace and prevent nuclear war; pro¬ 
moting fraternal friendship among the workers of all countries 
and continents, and between the working class and the peoples 
waging a liberation struggle against imperialism; strengthening 
the militant solidarity of all the revolutionary forces of our 
rime-the socialist world system, the international working class 
and the national-liberation movement-and cementing the unity 
of the international Communist movement against all attempts 
to undermine it 

A new international meeting of Communists providing an 
opportunity for a collective exchange of views world greatly 
help to overcome the present difficulties in the Communist 
movement. The basic purpose of such a meeting would be 
jointly to find ways and means for preserving and strengthening 
the unity of the movement as a whole by concentrating on that 
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which the Communist parties have in common. Bearing in mind 
that their main task is to carry on a unflagging struggle against 
imperialism, for peace, democracy and national independence, 
and to forge ahead along the road of socialism and commu¬ 
nism, the Communist parties could, on the basis of Marxism- 
Leninism, assess the changes that have taken place in the world 
in recent years and draw the necessary general conclusions. 

It is a matter of honour for the Communists to uphold the 
international unity of their ranks, to cement them on the basis 
of the teaching of Marx and Lenin, and to fulfil their inter¬ 
nationalist duty in the fight for peace, democracy, national 
independence, and socialism. This will be the best way to 
commemorate the centenary of the First International. 


August 1964 







The Historic Significance 

of the Seventh Congress of the Comi ntern 

and Our Time 


The Seventh Congress of the Comintern was a milestone in the 
history of the world Communist movement. It contributed im¬ 
mensely to the growth of the movement and enridied the Marx- 
ist-Leninist strategy and tactics of the struggle for the vital 
interests of the working class and the people generally and, 
above all, the struggle against fascism and world war. Its deci¬ 
sions were a logical step in the development of the world Com¬ 
munist movement and its struggle against the Right-wing oppor¬ 
tunists and “Left” doctrinaires. 

The march of history has shown us that the line charted by 
the Seventh Congress was correct and scientifically grounded. 
It helped to concentrate the forces of the working class and the 
masses generally on the main sectors of the struggle. 

The realisation of the Seventh Congress decisions proceeded 
in a complex and difficult situation. Imperialism did everything 
in its power to crush communism, resorting to the most 
extreme and indescribably brutal means. But in vain. The 
Communist movement coped with the difficulties and won 
epoch-making victories. 

The conditions nowadays are much more favourable for 
successful struggle for socialism on a world scale. 

The socialist front has extended. One-third of mankind is 
already living under socialism. The Soviet Union, the first 
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socialist country, has launched out on the building of communist 
society. The revolutionary process now has as its mainstay the 
socialist world system. • 

The revolutionary movement has spread throughout the 
world. The working class in the developed capitalist countries 
is waging an active struggle against the monopolies and their 
reactionary policy. The disintegration of the colonial system has 
dealt a painful blow to imperialism. More than sixty new 
sovereign states have emerged, and some of them have declared 
it their purpose to forge ahead towards socialism. The national- 
liberation movement has become a powerful force of progress. 

There is now a greater variety of methods and means of 
leading the masses towards revolution. 

All this indicates that the conditions are taking shape for a 
fresh advance of the world revolutionary cause, a further sweep¬ 
ing offensive against the imperialist positions. 


/ 

The Seventh Congress of the Comintern convened at a time when 
the dark clouds of fascism and war hung over mankind. 

The capitalist system had just emerged from an unprecedent¬ 
edly grave economic crisis. Imperialist reaction and fascism, its 
shock force, believed they could resolve the contradictions of 
capitalism by crushing the working-class movement and its bul¬ 
wark, the Soviet Union. 

The responsibility for the future of socialism, the world libe¬ 
ration movement and human progress generally devolved on the 
working class and its revolutionary vanguard, the Communist 
parties. Through collective effort the Seventh Congress made a 
profound examination of the situation and worked out a pro¬ 
gramme of action consistent with the interests of the working 
class and the people generally in all countries. 

The significance of the Seventh Congress is that it charted a 
clear-cut strategic plan and flexible tactics for the Communist 
parties in their struggle against the fascist offensive and the 
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danger of a new world war, and that it outlined the ways and 
means of uniting all the anti-fascist and anti-imperialist forces 
for this purpose. 

The reactionary forces of imperialism represented at that time 
by fascism, the Congress pointed out, were the chief enemy of 
the international working class and the liberation movement as 
a whole. Hence the call to concentrate all forces against fascism 
and the war it was hatching. 

The chief way to achieve this task was to create a united front 
of the working-class movement (workers’ united front), a na¬ 
tional front (people's and anti-colonial, anti-imperialist united 
front), and to cement all anti-fascist forces on a world scale. 

Pointing out that the Soviet Union was the main force capable 
of repelling fascism and preventing an imperialist war. Congress 
declared defence of the first socialist country to be the prime 
international duty of all the Communist contingents. 

The Seventh Congress mapped out new forms and methods 
of work for the Communist movement. 

History is an impartial judge. Today each participant in the 
liberation movement can see that it was the Communists who 
gave timely warning of the danger of the world war prepared by 
fascism, and that they fought without thought of self to save 
mankind from the danger. 

In speaking of the significance of the Seventh Congress we 
must pay due tribute to the militant and purposeful revolutionary 
activity of the Communist International. 

The First International raised the banner of proletarian soli¬ 
darity among the working class of the European countries and 
the USA. The Second International, before it degenerated into 
opportunism, promoted the development of mass workers’ 
parties. The Third, Communist, International helped to build 
on all the continents truly revolutionary parties, equipping them 
with Marxism-Leninism, with the principles of proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism, and initiating the fusion of the international work¬ 
ing-class movement with revolutionary Marxism. The Comintern 
re\ ealed the epoch-making significance of the first socialist state 
and its role in the world liberation movement. It reinforced the 
international unity of the working class, fought to promote and 
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ensure the victory of the national-liberation movement, and 
helped to bring about greater cohesion between victorious 
socialism, the working-class movement in the developed coun¬ 
tries and the national-liberation movement. The Comintern 
defended Marxist teaching against vulgarisation and distortion 
by the opportunists of the Second International and “Left” 
doctrinaires. And it saved the lives of thousands of activists of 
the Communist parties in many countries. 

The experience of the Comintern, freed from extraneous ac¬ 
cretions and shortcomings, is invaluable for the entire Commu¬ 
nist movement. Its traditions live on in the struggle of the Com¬ 
munist parties for democracy, national independence, peace and 
socialism. 


11 

In marking the 30th anniversary of the Seventh Congress, we 
lay special stress on the militant impact of its decisions against 
wars of aggression and against imperialism which spawns war. 
Congress squarely posed the question of a new working-class 
approach to the problem of war. “The time has gone”, Dimitrov 
said, “when the working class did not independently and actively 
take part in resolving vital issues such as those of war and 
peace.” 

The Congress repudiated the fatalistic belief that in the new 
conditions it was pointless and hopeless to try to avert world 
war. It also categorically rejected the slander that “the Commu¬ 
nists want war because they hope it will lead to revolution”. 
Marxists-Leninists do not associate the prospects of mankind’s 
advance towards socialism with world war. On the contrary, the 
fight for the ultimate aims of the working-class movement has 
always been linked with the fight against imperialist wars. “We 
uphold peace,” Palmiro Togliatti rightly said, “not because we 
are mild Tolstoyans but because we seek to ensure the conditions 
for the victory of the revolution.” 

The need to remove the “war party” from power, to abolish 
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the rule of the monopolies, the inspirers of predatory wars, is 
today too brought home more and more to the people in the 
course of struggles waged against the aggressive policy of 
reactionary imperialist circles and to build democratic unity. 
Those who strive for revolution must actively and resolutely 
combat the aggressive policy of imperialism-this is the con¬ 
clusion the working-class movement has drawn from the lessons 
of history. * 

At the same time, in opposing the imperialist policy of sup¬ 
pressing the revolutionary, liberation movements, the Commu¬ 
nists have supported, and will always support, just wars-wars 
waged in defence of socialist gains, national-liberation wars, and 
uprisings of the people against imperialist oppression. 

The Communists made it clear to the workers that the main 
burden in the fight for peace and the main responsibility for it 
would be theirs. To fulfil this mission, the working class had to 
achieve unity in its own ranks both at home and on a world 
scale. In the final analysis this unity should find embodiment, 
to use the words of Dimitrov, in a “single international policy 
of the working class aimed at preserving peace”. This policy 
presupposed the utmost support for the Soviet Union, the first 
socialist state, for, as was pointed out in the Seventh Congress 
decisions, “the peace policy of the USSR, which counterposes 
proletarian internationalism to nationalist and racial strife, is 
aimed not only at defending the Soviet state and ensuring the 
security of socialist construction, but also at protecting the lives 
of the workers of all countries, the lives of all the oppressed and 
exploited peoples. It safeguards the national independence of the 
small nations, serves the vital interests of mankind and acts as 
the guardian of culture from the barbarity of war.” 

Speakers at the Congress said that it was not enough to carry 
on anti-war propaganda, that it was not enough merely to want 
peace, that hard work was needed to uphold peace. 

Although the world today is very different from what it was 
30 years ago and the alignment of world forces has radically 
changed, the ideas put forward at the Congress as regards com¬ 
bating the threat of a world war remain valid. 

Fascism means war the Congress declared. The same 
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reactionary imperialist circles that engendered fascism are now 
too the chief aggressive force, the source of the danger of war. 
The threat of war stems primarily from US imperialism. 

Today, as 30 years ago, the Communists are resolved to do 
everything in their power to avert world war. But if the im¬ 
perialists nevertheless succeed in unleashing it, the Communists 
will exert every effort to smash imperialism. The Second World 
War showed that in our time any bid for world supremacy is 
doomed to failure. This is a serious warning to those who would 
follow in Hitler’s footsteps. The peoples are sure to sweep away 
anyone who ventures to plunge mankind into a global holocaust 
for the sake of winning world supremacy. 

The warning issued by the Seventh Congress against under¬ 
estimating the war danger is as timely today as it was then. 
Local wars are fraught with no less danger than before. That 
is why repelling the US aggressors in Vietnam has a funda¬ 
mental bearing on the defence of world peace. This is a matter 
that concerns everyone. The Soviet Union, true to its interna¬ 
tionalist duty, is rendering the heroic Vietnamese people every 
possible assistance. 

The opportunities for averting world war are much greater 
today than three decades ago. But in order to turn these oppor¬ 
tunities into reality it is imperative, as world Communist forums 
stressed, to conduct unflagging political and organisational 
work to unite all peace-loving forces, all the opponents of 
imperialism. 

Whatever the specific nature of the activity of the anti¬ 
imperialist peace forces in particular countries or groups of 
countries, it is extremely important to unite all these forces on a 
world scale. Those who today hinder the unity of the peace- 
loving forces bear a very grave responsibility before history. 

Working to prevent a new world war, the Communist parties 
are selflessly combating imperialism, rallying the working class 
and all other sections of the working people to the struggle. In 
the conditions of today the fight against the danger of world 
war is a fight against the most reactionary contingents of im¬ 
perialism, a fight to isolate the militarists, the worst enemies of 
the working class and the hangmen of the national-liberation 
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movement. At the same time, it is a fight to create the best pos¬ 
sible conditions for building socialism and communism, for 
progress in die new national states, and for defence of the vital 
rights and interests of the working people of the capitalist 
countries. 


Ill 

The Seventh Congress substantiated the idea of unity of the anti- 
imperialist, democratic forces, which underlay all its decisions. 
Recalling and further developing Lenin’s concept of the work¬ 
ing-class united front, the Congress pointed out that its main- 
spring should be unity of action of all the anti-fascist forces, and 
particularly between the Communists and Social Democrats, in 
the struggle against the reactionaries and the danger of world 
war, for the interests of the working class. At the same time, the 
Congress showed the perspectives of working-class unity as a 
weapon in the struggle for socialism. It rejected the erroneous 
assessment which labelled Social Democracy as “social fascism”. 
Severe criticism was also levelled at the sectarian, dogmatic 
attitude to other contingents of the working-class movement- 
the reformist and Catholic trade unions, anarcho-syndicalist 
organisations, and so on. 

Events since then have shown the immense potential contained 
in the idea of proletarian unity. The experience of the working- 
class movement in a number of European countries on the eve 
of the war, the anti-fascist resistance movement, the formation of 
national fronts in the People’s Democracies in the struggle for 
socialism, and the success of joint actions by working-class con¬ 
tingents in the capitalist countries, convincingly prove that unity 
is a mighty weapon of the working class and a reliable means 
enabling it to play its progressive role in society. 

Communists have taken many steps to build unity of action 
with the Social Democrats, but in most cases these efforts have 
met with no response on the part of the Right-wing Social- 
Democratic leaders. 
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The Communists criticise and will continue to criticise Right- 
wing Social-Democrat views and actions which run counter to 
the interests of the working class. They criticise and will continue 
to criticise the ideology of Social Democracy, uphold and ad¬ 
vocate the Marxist-Leninist teaching, whose correctness is borne 
out by the march of events. However, Communists are firmly 
convinced that ideological divergences should not hinder unity 
of action with the Social Democrats now. 

The conditions for achieving unity of action between the 
various workers’ parties are more favourable nowadays. Here a 
big role is played by the moral and political prestige of socialism 
and by the consistently peaceful foreign policy pursued by the 
Soviet Union and other socialist countries. Many of the anti¬ 
communist prejudices implanted by the Right-wing Social- 
Democratic leaders in the working-class movement over the 
years are being dispelled. The atmosphere is being cleared for 
friendly co-operation among all contingents of the working-class 
movement. 

In the present conditions we have every reason to believe that 
unity of the working-class movement, built in good time, with a 
clear-cut programme and a precise plan of action, not only 
creates an insuperable barrier to intrigues and provocations by 
imperialist reaction but also helps the working class to attain its 
socialist ideals. 

The Seventh Congress, generalising the experience of the Com¬ 
munist parties, drew the conclusion that, while the alliance of 
the working class and peasantry remained as important as ever, 
the scope of the alliances entered into by the working class in 
the capitalist countries was expanding. It advanced the idea of 
the popular front. “The popular front”, Maurice Thorez said, 
“is a close and durable alliance between the working class and 
the middle strata of the population, and is in line with the basic 
precept of Lenin’s teaching.” 

We can justly say that the modern world Communist move¬ 
ment acted upon the tested ideas of the Seventh Congress when 
it put forward the slogan of an anti-monopoly coalition in the 
capitalist countries. 

Concern for the national-liberation movement has always been 
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a fine Communist tradition. The Comintern, following Lenin’s 
counsel, actively helped to develop die anti-colonial struggle 
and always promoted strong tics between the colonial peoples 
and the working-class movement in the developed countries. 

Lenin created a teaching on the character and role of the 
national-liberation movement in the epoch of imperialism and 
socialist revolution. Basing itself on this teaching, and elaborat¬ 
ing it in conformity with the conditions of the new epoch, the 
CPSU has always devoted close attention to the national-libera¬ 
tion movement and has rendered it every support. 

It is not hard to see that the anti-imperialist front now taking 
shape in the newly-emerged national states and uniting all the 
patriotic and progressive forces is the historical continuation of 
the ideas of the Seventh Congress, which advanced the slogan 
of the anti-imperialist united front. 

In recent years national democratic forces, or, as they are 
frequently called, revolutionary democrats, have emerged on the 
political arena of the national-liberation movement. Drawing on 
the historical experience of the working class, they are forming 
democratic parties which proclaim as their goal the non-capitalist 
way based on scientific socialism. Wherever hegemony belongs 
to these revolutionary democrats and not to reactionaries and 
wherever they bring together the revolutionary energy and 
knowledge of all revolutionaries, social progress is more rapid. 

The Communists and die Communist parties are dedicated and 
staunch fighters against imperialism, for the national indepen¬ 
dence of their countries and peoples, for socialism. They give 
their active support to all truly progressive steps taken by the 
national governments and revolutionary parties. Clearly, one 
cannot speak of building socialism, of directing one’s country 
onto the socialist path of development, and at the same time take 
an anti-Communist stand and combat the Communist parties. 
The greatest progress is made where all the revolutionary forces 
are in alliance and co-operate fruitfully. Co-operation between 
the Communists and all democratic parties is not only possible 
but necessary if the newly-emerged national states are to forge 
ahead successfully. 

Unity of the three main revolutionary detachments of our 
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time, of which the Communist movement is the standard-bearer, 
is the surest way to final victory over capitalism and colonialism, 
to peace and socialism all over the world. 

IV 

In accordance with the new tasks facing the Communist move¬ 
ment, the Seventh Congress outlined ways and means of improv¬ 
ing the work of the Communist parties. It advanced ideas of 
lasting significance, namely: 

-selfless devotion to the Marxist-Leninist teaching and its 
revolutionary ideals; 

-uncompromising struggle by the Communists against imperial¬ 
ism and its ultra-reactionary outgrowth, fascism; 

-correct correlation by the Communist parties of their national 
and international tasks; 

-implacable struggle against all varieties of opportunism: re¬ 
visionism, dogmatism and nationalism; 

-independence of the Communist parties in all internal matters 
and in working out their strategy and tactics; , 

-unceasing effort to cement the militant unty of the Communist 
movement; 

-the need to strengthen ties with the working class, the masses 
generally, the trade unions, and the women’s, youth and other 
organisations; 

-ability to put forward at each given moment the most effective 
slogans understandable to the masses and capable of rallying 
them to the struggle. 

The Congress decisions prepared the Communist movement 
ideologically and politically for the battles with fascism, for the 
struggle to advance the socialist cause. 

Owing to the complex conditions in which the Communist 
parties fought the class enemy, the world balance of forces at 
the time and the shortcomings and mistakes that made them¬ 
selves felt in the international Communist movement, not all of 
its sections were successful in carrying out the ideas of the 
Seventh Congress. But for all that the movement as a whole 
confidently made headway. 
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Acting in the spirit of the Seventh Congress, many Communist 
parties showed exemplary skill in “navigating the tempestuous 
seas of the class struggle”. Both before and during the war the 
Communists proved themselves selfless fighters for the working- 
class cause, the cause of the people, champions of the genuinely 
national interests of their countries; they also proved that their 
parties were militant and truly revolutionary. 

The Popular Front victory in the 1936 elections in France not 
only averted a fascist putsch, but also made it possible to effect 
a number of progressive democratic reforms in the interests of 
the working people. 

The bitter national-revolutionary war of the Spanish people 
against Franco and the Italo-German invaders revealed the 
immense possibilities of the popular front in rallying the nation 
to resist fascism. The popular front government set the stage for 
Spain’s becoming the first people’s democratic republic in the 
world, which Jose Diaz described as a republic without big land- 
owners, without reactionaries, a republic supported by the masses. 

The Anti-Japanese National United Front established by the 
Chinese Communist Party in 1937 on the basis of Seventh 
Congress ideas was the mainstay of the Chinese people’s resist¬ 
ance to the aggression of the Japanese imperialists and their 
henchmen. 

During the Second World War the Communists proved to be 
the staunchest fighters and made the biggest contribution to 
victory. 

Under the leadership of Lenin’s party, the Soviet people 
fulfilled with honour their duty to the international working 
class and the peoples of the world, making the decisive contribu¬ 
tion to the defeat of fascism, for which progressives everywhere 
give them due credit. Three and a half million Soviet Commu¬ 
nists gave their lives in the Great Patriotic War. 

The Communists of France, Italy, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, Belgium, Greece, Albania, Denmark, Norway 
and many other countries were the heart and soul of the resis¬ 
tance movements and the organisers of partisan warfare. Over 
50,000 Communists fell in action during the antifascist struggle 
in \ ugoslavia. Some 75,000 French Communists, more than 
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40,000 Garibaldi brigade members led by Italian Communists, 
and 50,000 Greek Communists and other democrats laid down 
their lives in the fight against fascism. The Bulgarian Commu¬ 
nists carried on a selfless struggle against fascism during the war 
years. A big contribution to the fight against Japanese militarism 
was made by the Chinese, Korean, Vietnamese, Indonesian, 
Malayan and Philippine Communists. Communists in Britain, 
the United States, Australia, Canada and the Latin American 
countries worked effectively to rally the forces of their people 
to defeat fascism. Communists in Germany, Rumania, Hungary, 
Finland and Japan carried on a courageous struggle within the 
fascist bloc involving great sacrifice. 

The resistance movement embodied the idea of the unity of 
Communists, Socialists, Catholics and non-party people, of all 
anti-fascists. In some countries this unity paved the way to the 
victory of people’s democratic and socialist revolutions. 

The irreconcilable struggle waged by the Communists against 
racism and chauvinism was an important factor of victory over 
fascism. For it is a feature of fascism to set one people against 
another, to preach the superiority of “chosen nations” and to 
whip up nationalistic sentiment to the extreme degree. 

The Seventh Congress counterposed to the misanthropic racist 
concepts of fascism the principle of combining the genuine 
national interests of the working people with their international 
interests. 

The Congress severely criticised the national nihilism rife in 
some of the Communist parties and the underestimation of 
national features by Communists. Internationalism in the 
Leninist sense does not rule out national pride, pride in the 
democratic traditions of one’s people. Quite the reverse. “Pro¬ 
letarian internationalism”, Dimitrov said at the Congress, “must, 
so to speak, ‘acclimatise’ itself in every country in order to strike 
deep roots in the native soil. The national forms of the pro¬ 
letarian class struggle and of the working-class movement in the 
various countries do not contradict proletarian internationalism. 
On the contrary, it is through these very forms that the interna¬ 
tional interests of the proletariat can be successfully upheld.” 

The conditions in which the Communist parties are working 
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today arc even more varied. The scope of the parties’ national 
tasks has grown. But national tasks could never override the 
need for the international unity of the Communists. This is all 
the more obvious in our day when the danger of anti-interna¬ 
tionalist trends is clearly growing. 

Marxists-Leninists have always been aware that while the 
nationalism of the oppressor nations, used as a tool for the im¬ 
perialist enslavement of economically underdeveloped countries, 
is of a chauvinist complexion and hence reactionary, the national¬ 
ism of the oppressed peoples is chiefly of an anti-imperialist, 
anti-colonialist cast, and reflects their striving for national in¬ 
dependence. But in the case of the latter, too, the ruling circles 
of a particular country may at times use nationalism to further 
their own narrow interests and this, experience shows, obstructs 
closer ties between the peoples of the new states with one an¬ 
other and with the peoples of the socialist countries. 

Experience shows that even when the vanguard of die working 
people comes to power, manifestadons of nationalism do not 
vanish automatically. In our time unrelenting struggle by the 
Communist movement against all manifestations of nationalism 
is an important condition for consolidating the united world¬ 
wide anti-imperialist front, the militant alliance of the three 
great movements of our time. 

Proletarian internationalism is the precious gain of man’s 
revolutionary history. It provides the groundwork for bringing 
together the workers and all other sections of the working people 
of different countries and nations and uniting their forces in the 
common struggle against imperialism and for socialism. Pro¬ 
letarian internationalism is always historically concrete. It found 
expression in the international campaigns in defence of famous 
revolutionaries such as Dimitrov, the Bulgarian national hero, 
and Ernst Thalmann, the valiant German Communist who was 
elected honorary chairman of the Seventh Congress. Shortly after 
the Congress it was expressed in the political, military and moral 
support given by the Soviet Union to the heroic anti-fascist 
struggle of the people of Spain, and in the formation of the 
International Brigades which fought shoulder to shoulder with 
the Spanish patriots. The Soviet Union rendered every assistance 
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to the Chinese people in their struggle against the domestic 
reactionaries and Japanese invaders. Proletarian internationalism 
was also vividly exemplified by the tremendous assistance which 
the Communists of every country rendered the Soviet Union in 
the years of the fight against fascism. It is manifest in inter¬ 
national working-class united action, in the founding of inter¬ 
national working-class organisations, in broad international 
agreements, alliances with other sections of the working people, 
etc. 

The attitude towards the Soviet Union was the prime criterion 
of proletarian internationalism at the time of the Seventh 
Congress. It was necessary, the Congress declared, “to help 
strengthen the USSR , and to fights its enemies with all available 
forces and means \ 

On its part the CPSU declared, in the report of its repre¬ 
sentative Manuilsky, that, like the entire Soviet people, it would 
remain true to the great cause of proletarian internationalism 
and fulfil its duty to the international working class. 

In our time the internationalist is he who works to strengthen 
the positions of world socialism, to cement the unity of the 
socialist community, who combats attempts to split it, gives 
practical support to the naional-liberation movement, the 
struggle of the working class in the capitalist countries in defence 
of its interests, for democracy and socialism, and who helps in 
every way to unite all the revolutionary forces. The interna¬ 
tionalist fights imperialism and chauvinist and racialist ideology 
by his deeds. This is the supreme criterion of internationalism. 

V 

The unity of the international Communist movement has always 
been a condition ensuring cohesion among all revolutionary 
forces. Naturally, the strengthening of the unity of Communist 
ranks is the prime concern of Marxists-Leninists. 

The shaping of world Communist unity is a historical process 
correlated with the main tasks of the working-class movement 
and the working people generally at each given stage. 

The 1957 and 1960 meetings formulated the principles of the 
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relations between Communist parties and their international 
solidarity in the present conditions. Events since then have con¬ 
firmed the importance of these principles to the world Com¬ 
munist movement. 

Today the forms of co-operation between the fraternal parties 
have become incomparably more flexible and varied. But as in 
the past, the Communists, proceeding from the common objec¬ 
tives uniting the fraternal parties, strive to find solutions 
strengthening the solidarity of the Communist movement on the 
basis of Marxist-Leninist principles and enhancing die might of 
the democratic and anti-imperialist forces and their confidence 
in victory. 

The unity of the international Communist movement today 
implies unanimity as regards the basic objectives, readiness for 
united action even when there are differences on one or another 
theoretical or political question. 

The CPSU believes that today-when imperialism is heighten¬ 
ing international tension, engaging in aggression in various parts 
of the world, waging a savage war against the peoples of Viet¬ 
nam, carrying out acts of intervention in the Congo and die 
Dominican Republic, continuing its provocations against free 
Cuba, stepping up its preparations for a world war and carrying 
on a frenzied anti-communist campaign-international communist 
unity is needed more than ever. Joint action against the aggres¬ 
sive acts of imperialism is the urgent international duty of each 
Communist Party. In their communique the participants in the 
Consultative Meeting held in March 1965 emphasised that now 
“as never before all Communist parties must show understanding 
of their international responsibility and unite for the common 
struggle against imperialism, colonialism and neo-colonialism, 
against the rule of monopoly capital, for active support of the 
liberation movement and the defence of peoples that have be¬ 
come the victims of imperialist aggression, in the fight for uni¬ 
versal peace based on respect for the sovereignty and integrity 
of all states'’. 

The Communist movement develops in struggle against 
opportunist trends, primarily in struggle against revisionism and 
dogmatism. 
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Reared by Lenin in a spirit of irreconcilability to opportunism, 
the CPSU wages a steadfast struggle against all departures from 
Marxism-Leninism, against revisionism in all its manifestations. 
As a Party standing at the head of a country, it docs not merely 
confine itself to condemning opportunism. The fight against op¬ 
portunism is an integral clement of its policy, which is based on 
the consistent realisation of the Leninist principles of building 
communism, the Leninist ideas of scientific guidance of society. 
The fight against opportunism is expressed in the fight all along 
the line against imperialism and its anti-Communist ideology, 
in effective support of all liberation movements, and in educa¬ 
tional work to overcome the survivals of the bourgeois ideology 
and nationalist prejudices. 

The CPSU and other Marxist-Leninist parties pcrsevcringly 
combat dogmatism and sectarianism. For the CPSU, a party at 
the head of a country, this implies above all a creative approach 
to all the problems of building Communism, taking cognisance 
in good time of new developments, an irreconcilable stand 
against doctrinairism, against any tendency blindly to cling to 
stereotype patterns. At present, on the basis of a study of the 
objective development of socialist society and scientific assess¬ 
ment of its needs and possibilities, the CPSU is working out and 
implementing political solutions which offer the maximum scope 
for the country’s advance towards communism. 

In the sphere of international policy our Party takes a realistic 
view of the world situation and the concrete conditions and 
possibilities of each of the revolutionary detachments, and up¬ 
holds, flexibly, in true Leninist fashion, the interests of the 
socialist community, the national-liberation movement and the 
working-class movement. 

Experience shows that revisionism and dogmatism frequently 
intertwine and thrive on each other’s opportunism. A correct 
Marxist-Leninist policy, therefore, implies irreconcilability to 
any form of opportunism, to any attempt at undermining the 
solidarity of Communists. 

The Communist parties adhering to the correct, Marxist- 
Leninist standpoint are working hard to ensure unity of action 
in the Communist movement and to achieve cohesion of its ranks 
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on the basis of Marxist-Leninist principles, to combat every at¬ 
tempt to aggravate the differences. 

It should be noted that a considerable part of the differences 
in the Communist movement today stem from diverging ap¬ 
proaches to the cardinal issues of our time, first and foremost to 
the question of which of the forces making up the revolutionary 
movement should be considered the main force. Ours is a time 
of rapid growth of the revolutionary movement. Revolutions of 
different types come together in a powerful stream. Together 
they form a single world revolutionary process, even if they 
differ from one another as regards their nature, motive forces, 
level of development and international significance. 

Marxists-Leninists hold that the socialist world system is the 
chief revolutionary force of our time. It exercises a decisive in¬ 
fluence on the world revolutionary process, and is a bulwark of 
the national-liberation movement and the entire liberation 
struggle of the working class and the masses generally all over 
the world. 

The CPSU, fully aware of the gravity of the difficulties en¬ 
countered in the international Communist movement, is doing 
everything in its power to help overcome them on the basis of 
Marxist-Leninist principles. In the present conditions the way to 
unity lies above all through concerted action on the part of all 
Communists, co-ordination of their international policies to 
combat imperialism. Bilateral and multilateral meetings and 
negotiations between the fraternal parties are highly important. 
The CPSU, like other Marxist-Leninist parties, believes that 
thoroughly prepared world forums can do much towards over¬ 
coming the differences and cementing the unity of the Com¬ 
munist movement. 

In its March 1965 resolution “On the Results of the Consulta¬ 
tive Meeting o # f Representatives of Communist and Workers’ 
Parties”, the Central Committee of the CPSU stressed: ‘The 
CPSU will continue steadfastly to follow the Leninist line set out 
in the Programme of the CPSU and the Declaration and State¬ 
ment of the Moscow meetings, firmly to uphold the principles 
of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, and to 
work together with the other Communist parties for the unity of 
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all the socialist countries, of all the Marxist-Leninist parties, of 
all the revolutionary forces of our time in the struggle against 
imperialism and colonialism, for national liberation, for peace, 
democracy and socialism.” 

The Plenary Meetings of the Central Committee of the CPSU 
held in October and November 1964 and in March and Sep¬ 
tember 1965 are of fundamental importance for our Party’s 
activity both at home and in the international arena. Boldly and 
firmly the Party eliminated the obstacles there were to correct 
Leninist methods of elaborating and carrying out its policy. Our 
experience and the development of Soviet society show that these 
measures were timely. 

The decisions of the Central Committee meetings are based on 
the pivotal ideas of the Twentieth and Twenty-Second Con¬ 
gresses and have one basic objective: to ensure successful build¬ 
ing of Communism in the USSR, reinforce the unity of the Com¬ 
munist movement and the socialist community, and strengthen 
our positions in the struggle against imperialism, against the war 
danger, for peace, democracy, and socialism. 

The Party is concentrating on the key fields in building the 
/ economic foundations of communism, working for an upswing 
in agriculture, and improving the work of industry*. 

Having critically reviewed the scientifically unjustified 
methods of management that failed to pass the test of practice, 
the Central Committee of the CPSU is working to make better 
use of the achievements of the scientific and technological revolu¬ 
tion, and of material incentives, to increase production and raise 
the standard of living. Our Party is improving the methods of 
Party leadership in the ideological sphere to meet the needs of 
the present stage in the development of Soviet society with the 
object of heightening in every way the communist consciousness 
of all the peoples of the USSR. 

In the sphere of foreign policy the Soviet Union is doing its 
utmost to strengthen friendship with the socialist countries, to 
develop relations with the young national states, and is con¬ 
sistently working to implement the principles of peaceful co¬ 
existence of states with differing social systems. Needless to say, 
the policy of peaceful coexistence includes determined and 
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timely action against the aggressive imperialist forces led by the 
United States. 

Our Party firmly pursues a policy of strengthening the unity 
of the socialist community. Its Central Committee has done 
everything possible to normalise relations with the Communist 
Party of China. But, as is known, these steps have so far pro¬ 
duced no positive results. 

Our country is looking forward to the Twenty-Third Congress 
of the CPSU, an important event in the life of the Party and the 
whole people. The preparations for the Congress are highlighted 
by steady progress in building Communism, which our Party and 
people consider their chief international contribution to the 
struggle against imperialism and for mankind’s social progress. 
* * * 

The thirty years since the Seventh Congress have been replete 
with events of epoch-making importance. The material base of 
the.world revolutionary forces, the socialist system, has expanded 
and become stronger. The number of Communists in the world 
has increased more than tenfold, to nearly 50,000,000. This 
redoubles our faith in the victory of the great cause of Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, and makes the Communist parties and their 
supporters all the more sure of the soundness of Marxist- 
Leninist theory. 

The Communist parties place their growing strength at the 
service of grand and positive ideals-ideals diametrically 
opposite to the destructive, aggressive designs and nature of 
imperialism. The Communist objectives are peace and the 
security of nations, national independence, democracy, socialism 
and communism. 

The strength of the Communists has grown tremendously, and 
so has their responsibility for the future of socialism, for the 
cause of the working class, for the deliverance of mankind from 
the danger of thermonuclear war. 

The CPSU and the other Marxist-Leninist parties hold high 
the banner of solidarity of the international army of Communists. 
Not a split but unity-this is the watchword of our Party, a 
contingent of the world Communist movement. 

There are great social battles ahead. In all parts of the world 
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an epoch-making struggle against imperialism and for mans 
social progress is gaining momentum. As this struggle proceeds, 
the Marxist-Leninist parties soberly assess the setting in which it 
is waged, the extent to which the objective and subjective factors 
have ripened for one or another form of revolutionary action. 
They know that there must be no lagging behind events, that 
blows must be delivered to the class enemy when the conditions 
for this have matured and the masses are ready for action. But 
the Communists also know that essential stages of development 
cannot be bypassed, that they must not run ahead of events and 
call for decisive action before the masses are ready. The Com¬ 
munist parties are guided by Lenin’s words that for the triumph 
of the working-class cause “we need no hysterical outbursts. 
What we need is the measured tread of the iron battalions of the 
proletariat.” 

Marx in his time paid tribute to the Communards in Pans for 
“storming heaven”. The heroic assault initiated by them was 
victoriously continued by the proletariat of Russia under the 
leadership of Lenin’s Party. Speaking at the Fourth Congress of 
the Communist International, Lenin, with complete faith in the 
revolutionary might of the working-class movement, said that 
when the Communists learn to improve the methods and content 
of their work the “prospects of the world revolution will be not 
merely good, but excellent”. 

Looking back over the path traversed by the revolutionary 
movement, we can see that the revolutionary reconstruction of 
the world is proceeding steadily, overcoming all the obstacles in 
its way. The cause of socialism has been advanced by the militant 
contingents of the working class in the People s Democracies in 
Europe and Asia. And the heroic people of Cuba have estab¬ 
lished socialism in Latin America. 

We can confidently say that the final victory of communism is 

assured. 


December 1965 









The October Revolution- 
Beginning of the Epoch of Socialism 
and Communism 


From the summit of the 1960s we see the international char¬ 
acter of the October Revolution with especial clarity. In all 
respects it is the greatest turning point in the history of man¬ 
kind. It was the October Revolution that began the chronicle of 
the socialist epoch. Here is how Lenin described the historic 
role of the Revolution: “The abolition of capitalism and its 
vestiges, and the establishment of the fundamentals of the com¬ 
munist order comprise the content of the new era of world 
history that has set in.” The theses “Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Great October Socialist Revolution”, issued by our Central Com¬ 
mittee, sum up the results of the heroic deeds accomplished by 
our people. They generalise the Party’s experience in directing 
the building of the new society and the fight against class 
enemies at home and in the international arena. 

The nature of the new epoch was determined chiefly by the 
fact that the October Revolution gave a new direction to the 
development of human society and accelerated the march of 
history. The world-wide impact of the October Revolution lies 
in that it was the first to resolve problems that matured not only 
in Russia, but also on an international scale. The triumph of the 
revolution in Russia shattered the myth that the stability of 
capitalism was “in the nature of things”, showing that capitalism 
was not eternal and that its replacement by socialism was on 
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the order of the day. The October Revolution expressed most 
fully and all-sidcdly the world’s pressing need for social prog¬ 
ress. That made it the starting point of the world socialist 
revolution and the base for its further growth. 

The victorious development of the world revolution in the 
past 50 years is the direct result of the activity of the new forces 
of social progress set in motion by the October Revolution: 
-for the first time in history the proletariat became the rulfng 
class and obtained the possibility of carrying out its mission of 
leader of the revolutionary remaking of society with the aid of 
such a powerful instrument as the State. The international 
proletariat has thus finally asserted itself as the central force 
of the new epoch; 

-the world communist movement, the militant vanguard of all 
the forces of progress, was revitalised. In due course it became 
the mightiest political force of our time; 

-the October Revolution aroused to active struggle and drew 
into the liberation torrent hi^e masses of the oppressed classes 
and nations of all continents; 

-communism, turned from an Utopia into a science by the 
genius of Marx, Engels and Lenin, began to be translated into 
living reality. The socialist ideology began to spread irresistibly 
throughout the world. 

These factors have been decisive in fundamentally changing 
the face of the world in the past five decades. The most im¬ 
portant revolutionary achievements in this short time were: the 
building of socialism and the transition to building communist 
society in the USSR; the socialist revolutions in other European 
and Asian countries after the first socialist country defeated 
nazism; the formation of the socialist world system and the 
victory of the revolution in Cuba; the national liberation revo¬ 
lutions, which, benefiting from the changed balance of world 
forces in favour of socialism and socialism’s active support, 
have destroyed the colonial empires; the emergence of over 
70 young sovereign national states, which have become an in¬ 
dependent factor of world politics and of which the foremost 
have adopted a socialist orientation. 

The movement towards socialism started by the October 
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Revolution is an immutable law-governed process of modern 
history. Neither the manoeuvring and counter-attacking of im¬ 
perialism nor the transient deviations like those engendered by 
the anti-Leninist policy of Mao Tse-tung and his group, can 
upset this law. 

As repeatedly stressed by the fraternal Parties, the building 
of communism in the USSR is the forward line in the general 
front of the world’s revolutionary reconstruction. A continuation 
of the w’ork started by the October Revolution, it is a might) 
factor of social progress in the modern world. 


Socialism Is the Principal Gain of the October Revolution 

The October Revolution gave birth to a fundamentally new 
form of social organisation. For the first time, the responsibility 
for the destiny of human society was undertaken by a class im¬ 
parting to historical development^ the nature of a consciously 
regulated process in the interest of die people. That the exis¬ 
tence and development of a society without exploiters and 
exploitation, and without private ownership of the means of 
production, has been proved possible, is, in this sense, of 
fundamental importance. 

The prophecies of the enemies of the October Revolution 
proved untrue. 

Today, one sees clearly the main result of the colossal work 
stimulated by the October Revolution. The foundation for com¬ 
munist civilisation has been laid in the USSR and other socialist 
countries. The features of this civilisation are at different stages 
of development from country to country, and, naturally, there 
is much that is specific and distinctive about them. None the 
less, they are manifesting themselves in real life and represent 
a materialisation of the common socialist ideal. 

For all its peculiarities, mirroring the process of building 
socialism in our country, the socialist econo?ny that has taken 
shape and now functions in the USSR is characterised by 
features inherent in, and common to, the economy of socialist 
society. 
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The determining feature of socialist economy is public owner¬ 
ship of the means of production, giving broad scope for public 
control over the development of production in the interest of 
the working class and the people as a whole. Public ownership 
breaks down the barrier of private ownership which obstructs 
balanced, crisis-free economic growth. It makes possible and 
objectively necessary scientific planning of the economy as a 
nation-wide complex. Violations of the objective laws and 
voluntarist “leaps” disorganise economic life and ultimately 
result in grave setbacks, which boomerang against their 
proponents. 

Over the past 50 years socialist economy has proved its extra¬ 
ordinary viability. This has enabled our country to withstand 
the trials of the Civil War, to cope with the difficulties of build¬ 
ing socialism in one country, and to win the battle against 
fascism. 

The second feature characterising socialist economy is its 
ability to secure accelerated rates of growth and a high level 
of development of the productive forces, which Marxists have 
always considered a major and indispensable attribute of the 
new social system destined to replace capitalism. 

By and large, our country had to build up the industrial and 
technical basis of socialism from scratch. Our experience shows 
that given certain material and economic conditions and a cor¬ 
rect policy, the new social relations make it possible to build 
such a basis in a short period. We have turned into reality 
Lenin’s dream of proving to all and sundry that “socialism con¬ 
tains within itself gigantic forces”. 1 Socialism proved its superi¬ 
ority over capitalism by securing high stable rates of economic 
development. The average annual growth of industrial produc¬ 
tion in 1929-1966 was 11.1 per cent in the USSR, whereas it 
was 4 per cent in the United States and 2.5 per cent in Britain 
and France. Compared with the pre-Revolution figures our 
country’s national income increased 33-fold, the industrial pro¬ 
duct 66-fold, and the output of engineering more than 500-fold. 
This is a qualitative change and a giant step forward that could 

1 Coll. Works, Vol. 33, p. 498. 
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never have been achieved without the triumph of the proletarian 
revolution. 

The third, feature of the socialist economy, which has likewise 
stood the test of time, is that the desire to secure the utmost 
satisfaction and achievement of the material and cultural re¬ 
quirements of the people is its main motive force. Socialism 
forms and enriches these requirements and fills them with an 
ever deeper spiritual content. It creates the most rational forms 
of satisfying requirements, which cement society. 

For this reason, socialism gives rise to absolutely new ideo¬ 
logical and moral production incentives. The socialist principle 
is distribution according to work done. This rules out exploita¬ 
tion of man by man and embodies in practice the social justice 
attainable in our conditions to which the working man has 
aspired over the centuries. A foundation is being created for the 
best possible combination of the interests of society, of the col¬ 
lective and the individual, and for the establishment and con¬ 
solidation of truly humane relations. The more consistently 
the principle of payment according to work done is implemented, 
the better does it promote moral stimuli, which is an important 
aspect of the current economic reform. This socialist principle 
harmoniously combines material and moral incentives. 

Marxists-Leninists are aware that the principle of payment 
according to work done is historically transient. Our end goal is 
to bring about the triumph of the communist principle of dis¬ 
tribution according to needs. But the switch to that principle is 
not possible until a much higher level of the productive forces 
and social consciousness is attained. Any underrating, let alone 
renunciation of the “according-to-work” principle under present 
conditions, and any skipping of stages causes grave harm to 
society and is a negation of the Marxist-Leninist approach to 
building socialism. 

Good headway has also been made in the past 50 years in the 
sphere of satisfying the material and cultural requirements of 
Soviet people. 

There is no doubt that, but for a number of circumstances, 
we would have made considerably greater progress in this 
sphere. For many years, our country was the only socialist is¬ 
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land in the world. It suffered two big assaults by the shock 
forces of imperialism. To repulse aggression and rebuild the 
war-ravaged economy took up some twenty years in all. Today, 
the Soviet Union is compelled to spend huge sums on ensuring 
reliable defences for itself and the whole socialist world system, 
and curbing the aggressive imperialist forces. Thereby, wc arc 
fulfilling an important internationalist duty and preventing a 
nuclear world war. The Soviet people are doing this consciously, 
although the cost of it is very high. This shows what possibilities 
will arise for raising the standard of living and the cultural level 
of the people once the restrictive effects of unproductive expendi¬ 
ture, necessitated by the existence of imperialism, finally cease. 

The experience gained in building socialism in our country 
shows that the revolutionary remaking of society is an intricate 
process, in which new problems and tasks arise continuously, 
requiring a deep-going analysis and thoughtful solutions. Most 
of the socialist countries are now busy improving the forms of 
socialist economic management to keep abreast of the require¬ 
ments of world scientific and technical progress, the modern 
international division of labour and the level reached by social¬ 
ism as a social formation. The economic reforms under way in 
many socialist countries, including the Soviet Union, are serving 
this purpose. 

The purpose pursued by our Party in improving the economy 
is to enhance the efficiency of socialist social production, to 
make the most of the advantages of the socialist system and to 
apply creatively the principles of the socialist economy: demo¬ 
cratic centralism, planning, cost accounting, and harmony of 
material and moral incentives. It must be emphasised that con¬ 
trary to its various critics, the current economic reform does 
not impair the principle of planning. On the contrary, it 
strengthens and improves planning, and creates the most favour¬ 
able conditions for the building of communism. 

In the past 50 years profound changes were wrought in the 
sphere of social relations. The road opened by the October 
Revolution led through acute class struggle to the abolition of 
the exploiting classes and the final elimination of class antag¬ 
onisms. 
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The character of the working class, the leading class of society, 
underwent a fundamental change. Its numerical strength in¬ 
creased many times over and its professional and educational 
level rose. It stands invariably in the forefront, building the 
new socio-economic system. It is the most advanced class de¬ 
dicated to the ultimate abolition of all class partitions and 
distinctions, to the building of a classless society. 

Socialism has radically changed the peasantry. The experience 
gained by the Soviet Union and other socialist countries has 
proved irrefutably that the peasant can shake off the private 
proprietor individualism, go over from small-scale private farm¬ 
ing to large-scale collective farming and become a full-fledged 
and active force in building socialism and communism. The 
consistent implementation of Lenin’s idea of an alliance between 
the working class and the peasants was a mighty lever in the 
socialist reconstruction of the countryside and the socio-political 
consolidation of society as a whole. 

A new, people’s intelligentsia emerged in the building of 
socialism. Its interests are inseparable from those of the workers 
and peasants, and it devotes its ability, knowledge and talent to 
the building of the new society. 

The socio-political an ideological unity of all classes and 
social strata in the Soviet Union is unique in history. 

The October Revolution put an end to the antagonistic anti¬ 
thesis between mental and physical labour and between town 
and country, creating the prerequisites for the eradication of the 
essential distinctions between them. 

The October Revolution rooted out national and racial op¬ 
pression and hostility, the cause of a great waste of social energy 
and a roadblock to progress. Socialism gave formerly down¬ 
trodden and oppressed nations the conditions for swift economic 
and cultural progress and enabled them to build up their own 
statehood. Intensive intercourse between nations is overcoming 
the national egoism cultivated over the centuries, promoting 
respect for the national features and traditions of every nation 
and nationality and furthering the friendship and understand¬ 
ing between peoples, and their sense of socialist international¬ 
ism. 
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The experience of the multinational Soviet Union in build¬ 
ing socialism and communism shows that to bring nations closer 
it is essential to ensure a profound day-to-day internationalist 
upbringing for the people and to carry on a relentless struggle 
against national prejudices and survivals of bourgeois national¬ 
ism, for they do not disappear automatically after the triumph 
of the socialist revolution and seriously impede co-operation 
among nations. That is the only way national barriers can be 
tom down and fraternity of peoples secured. 

The half-century of the world’s first socialist state has proved 
that socialist society is one where illiteracy is wiped out, where 
culture and education attain a high level. Practice proves that 
the new, socialist culture is inconceivable without all the values 
of man’s cultural and material heritage, values that comprise 
the treasure-store of the human spirit and are made accessible 
to the masses thanks to the establishment of socialist social 
relations. 

The October Revolution has led to the abolition of the an¬ 
tagonism between society and the individual and created the 
conditions for moulding the harmoniously developed individual. 
As socialist social relations improve, man’s spiritual world 
grows richer and broader. Among other things, this is borne 
out by the emergence from the mass of the people, from among 
the workers, the peasants and the intelligentsia of men who 
won distinction in science, technology and the arts. 

The ways and means of reconstructing reality along socialist 
lines have been conclusively tested in the fifty Soviet years. 

The experience of preparing the October Revolution and 
that of building socialism and communism brings out in relief 
the leading , inspiring and mobilising role of the Communist 
Party. It was the Communist Party that has played the decisive 
role in preparing the victorious October Revolution and in the 
building of socialism and communism. 

It was the Party that worked out the theory of socialist revo¬ 
lution in relation to the imperialist epoch. It rallied to the revo¬ 
lution the working class and broad sections of the peasantry. 
It was the Party that worked out the science of building the 
new, socialist society. At each historical stage, it theoretically 
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substantiated die basic tasks of socialist construction and the 
tasks that arose during the armed clashes with imperialism. The 
opponents of Leninism-the Trotskyites, the Right opportunists 
and the nationalists-were resolutely combated, which was a 
necessary precondition for the triumph of Lenin s ideas in 
theory and practice. 

The fifty years of Soviet society show convincingly that the 
people owe their success in having built socialism and in com¬ 
munist construction to the theoretical, organisational and 
political work of the Party. 

Today, the Soviet Communist Party has nearly 13 million 
members, and this despite the striedy individual selection 
practised by the Party in accordance with Lenin’s instruedons. 
This is an indication that the Party has the undivided support 
of the Soviet people. 

The successes achieved by die Communist Party in the Soviet 
period are rooted largely in the fact that under the leadership 
of the great Lenin, long before the October victory, the Party 
strengthened its vanguard role in the labour movement, among 
all workers, in savage battles against tsarism and capitalism, 
winning the trust of the working class and its allies. Work with 
the masses has always been a prime concern of the Party. 

Continuous concern for effective defence of the gains of the 
October Revolution has been an important aspect of Party 
work. The history of the first socialist state is punctuated by 
bitter clashes with domestic and foreign class enemies. The 
Party has always brought up Communists and all Soviet people 
in a spirit of readiness to defend the gains of October. 

Given the leading role of the Forty , the most important instru¬ 
ment for changing society is the socialist state. The substance, 
significance and functions of the proletarian dictatorship, experi¬ 
ence showed, is a fundamentally new stage in the development 
of democracy, of democracy for the overwhelming majority, 
which distinguishes it radically from all preceding forms of 
democracy. 

It has been shown in practice that the dictatorship of the pro¬ 
letariat is a creative and constructive instrument, and not one 
of destruction only, and that this positive function is rooted 
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deeply in its very essence. Of the utmost importance for all 
countries, especially those with a peasant population, is the fact 
proved in practice that the dictatorship of the working class 
effects an alliance of workers and peasants and secures the 
peasants’ transition to the socialist way. 

Experience also showed the time limit of the working-class 
dictatorship: in the course of the progress towards socialism it 
becomes the political organisation of the whole people. The 
socialist state of the whole people consummates the mission of 
the proletarian dictatorship and serves as the principal instru¬ 
ment in building communism. It performs the task of organising 
society along strictly scientific lines and converting it into a 
harmoniously geared mechanism. This task is being effected 
in the following main directions: 

-raising planning to a new level conforming to the fully 
matured objective laws of socialist economy, ensuring full utili¬ 
sation of commodity-money relations as one of the important 
laws governing socialist society and taking into account the 
demands of the scientific and technical revolution; 

-organising information, communications and operational 
management in keeping with modern scientific and technological 
standards, which considerably strengthen the elements of regu¬ 
lation in socialist economy and allow for a more timely and 
accurate compilation and correction of economic plans; 

-combining more harmoniously the material, political and 
ideological instruments of leadership and of stimuli for social 
development; 

-improving the education and training of specialists and set¬ 
ting up an effective system of preparing highly-skilled workers 
for all fields; 

-introducing a broad system of studying and registering 
public opinion as a condition for the further development of 
socialist democracy and its effectiveness, and adopting a num¬ 
ber of other fundamental measures. 

Fulfilment of all tasks of communist construction is indis¬ 
solubly linked with the improvement of socialist democracy 
and the development of new forms of self-administration. 

All these problems are mirrored in the Party' Programme, the 
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decisions of the Twenty-Third Congress of the CPSU and of 
Central Committee meetings which have in recent years re¬ 
viewed the socio-economic problems of communist construction. 
A major event in the life of our Party, one that added to its 
role at the present, new stage, was the plenary meeting of the 
CC CPSU in October 1964, which confirmed the Party's unbend¬ 
ing will strictly to abide by and develop the Leninist norms of 
Party life and the principle of collective leadership. 

The past five decades have shown how much work it takes 
to reorganise society along socialist lines. Lenin wrote: “It is 
something new, unprecedented in history and cannot be studied 
from books'*. 2 

Lenin emphasised that in Russia it was much easier to start 
a revolution than to bring it to completion and build socialism. 
What he had in mind was that the socialist revolution had 
triumphed initially in a country whose economy was backward 
and badly ruined by the imperialist war and the foreign inter¬ 
vention, and where the peasantry and the petty-bourgeois strata 
comprised the overwhelming majority of the population. For a 
long time our country bore up single-handedly to the entire 
world system of imperialist states. A choice had to be made 
between consciously restricting the standard of living and by 
heroic effort rapidly building a powerful economy and strength¬ 
ening the country's defence capacity, or being crushed by the 
united forces of reaction. Time had to be won at all costs. This 
predetermined the tempo of industrialisation and collectivisa¬ 
tion in the USSR and gave rise to a number of specific methods 
of resolving the tasks of socialist construction. 

In the past 50 years our people have known the joy of great 
victories and the bitterness of losses, temporary setbacks, errors 
and miscalculations. At one stage the development of Soviet 
society was hampered and clouded by the Stalin personality 
cult As the theses issued by the Central Committee of the CPSU 
on the 50th anniversary of the October Revolution point out, 
the cult, alien to the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, magnified the 
role of one man, causing a departure from the Leninist principle 

2; ColI. Work , Vol. 26, p. 459. 
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of collective leadership and violations of socialist legality. These 
perversions injured our society, but did not change the nature, 
or shake the pillars, of socialism. Wc owe this to the strength 
of our Party and the strength of the Soviet socialist system. 
People everywhere see this from the concrete facts of Soviet 
development. 

Everybody knows that the efforts put in by our people in 
surmounting the difficulties that face all pioneers, and the 
sacrifices they have made, were not in vain. They have helped, 
and will still help, other peoples to advance to socialism with 
incalculably less difficulty, by an easier road. Thanks to what 
Lenin’s Party and the Soviet Union have accomplished, other 
peoples can get an idea of communism from practical deeds, 
from an existing society. True, there is still much room for 
development, for improvement, there is still much that can be 
corrected and finalised. But the main task advanced by the 
October Revolution, that of building and irrevocably establish¬ 
ing socialism, has been successfully accomplished. 


What Preserving 
Capitalism Means 

One of the main theses of modern anti-communism is that 
social revolutions fall short of their aims from the point of view 
of social progress, that they are “too costly**. 

There is no denying that until now social revolutions involved 
destruction and sacrifice. This is due to revolution being a pro¬ 
duct of antagonistic society. But the responsibility for the sacri¬ 
fices does not rest with the revolutionary classes. This the 
October Revolution has borne out undeniably. The long Civil 
War, the intervention and blockade for which our people had 
to pay so heavy a toll, belong in the criminal record of counter¬ 
revolution and international imperialism. Now, we have per¬ 
fectly valid grounds to say: it is an objective law of the socialist 
world revolution that every new country embarking on social¬ 
ism does so in increasingly favourable conditions and can, 
provided the Communist Party pursues a correct policy, follow 
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the socialist way with fewer difficulties and less sacrifice. Thus, 
every new revolution can reveal its benefits to the working 
class, to all the people, in a relatively shorter time. The con¬ 
structive content of a socialist revolution can be brought to the 
surface in a shorter time in history under the present conditions. 
That, too, is an increasingly tangible indication of the inter¬ 
national role of the October Revolution. 

Conversely, it is an objective law of capitalism that it exacts 
increasingly heavier sacrifices and imposes new hardship and 
suffering on millions of exploited and oppressed with each 
passing decade, with each year of its history. 

The history of capitalism over the past 50 years has shown 
that the continued existence of that outmoded system has brought 
on calamities, on a scale surpassing anything man suffered in the 
past. The “price” paid by the peoples in this period adds up to 
the tens of millions of lives cut short in various wars, the mil¬ 
lions who perished in fascist gas chambers and concentration 
camps, to racialism on the rampage, to the horrible physical and 
moral suffering caused by mass unemployment, dironic under¬ 
nourishment of the population of whole continents, massive cor¬ 
ruption of the youth and the spiritual degradation of whole 
generations. The responsibility for this lies with imperialism. 

During the past 50 years mankind suffered unprecedented 
losses from the imperialist policy of militarism and war, and 
from armed reprisals against the forces of progress. The Second 
World War alone claimed a toll of 50 million dead and 28 mil¬ 
lion maimed. The material losses inflicted by the Second World 
War exceeded $300,000 million. But even after this capitalism 
did not change the main trends of its foreign policy. In our day, 
too, when a new world conflict-entailing the use of nuclear 
and missile weaponry-could destroy whole nations, preparations 
for, and conduct of, wars continues to be the basis of the foreign 
policy of imperialist states. 

Suffice it to say that the US spent more than $20,000 million 
on the war against the Korean Democratic People’s Republic. 
The wanton US imperialist aggression in Vietnam has also al¬ 
ready cost some $50,000 million. 

\\ ith e\er> passing year, the arms race is becoming more and 
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more ruinous for the peoples. During the past fifty years or so 
the number of people called up for military service in peace¬ 
time has increased five-fold, and the cost of maintaining armies 
30-fold. 

The expenditure of NATO since its inception already ex¬ 
ceeds $1,000,000 million. World spending on arms is in the 
region of $130,000 million a year. Over 100 large iron and steel 
works like the Bhilai plant could be built every year with that 
money. Even a fifth of the yearly military budgets, combined 
with the internal resources of the developing countries, would 
be enough to deliver all these countries from hunger, epidemics 
and illiteracy in some 10 to 15 years. 

Peace-time military spending and war costs in the past fifty 
years add up to $3,500,000 million. This sum exceeds the 
national incomes of all countries in the past ten years. 

Modern militarism has a ruinous effect on social progress 
also because it subordinates the main forces of science and 
technology to its own ends. The genius of many scientists is 
side-tracked from creative labour and used to the detriment of 
humanity. About two-thirds of the world’s scientists squander 
their talents on war ends and create ever new weapons of mass 
destruction and annihilation. 

In 1913 Lenin wrote: “On all sides, at every step one comes 
across problems which man is quite capable of solving inmedi - 
ately, but capitalism is in the way.” 3 Since then man’s resources 
have grown immeasurably. But during that time capitalism has 
erected, mainly through militarisation, new formidable obstacles 
to the solution of urgent tasks vitally important to the people 
of the world. 

The continued existence of capitalism in the fifty years since 
the October Revolution has prolonged the sufferings of hun¬ 
dreds of millions of people in the colonial and dependent 
countries. When the oppressed peoples, inspired by the October 
Revolution, rose to struggle for freedom, imperialism countered 
this striving with a series of destructive colonial wars. Many 
thousands of dead, crippled, and homeless, towns and villages 

3 Coll. Works, Vol. 19. p. 389. 
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destroyed, and economies dislocatcd-thosc are the aftermaths 
of the forced retreat of capitalism from the colonies and 
dependencies. 

Plunder of the peoples of many former colonies by the mono¬ 
polies continues to this day. As a result of non-equivalent 
exchange alone the third world countries are losing thousands 
of millions of dollars annually in their trade with the capitalist 
countries. At the same time, per capita food production in the 
former colonies is decreasing every year by 1 to 2 per cent. 
While the imperialist monopolies grow richer from colonial 
profit, the peoples of the newly-free countries continue to 
languish in poverty and age-old backwardness. They know from 
experience the “price” of the continued existence of capitalism 
in America and Europe. 

The history of the past fifty years demonstrated that the 
notorious “social peace” in the Western world is nothing but 
a myth. The number of strikers in the industrially advanced 
capitalist countries was 74 million between 1919 and 1939, and 
262.9 million between 1946 and 1966. The number of strikes 
rose accordingly from 165,600 to 285,900. 

Capitalism inflicts enormous economic losses on society. As a 
result of unemployment, the USA lost over 9,500 million work¬ 
ing weeks between 1929 and 1966, and, we might note, this 
figure does not take into account losses due to part-time 
employment or concealed unemployment. Capitalism’s inability 
effectively to use the productive forces it has developed is be¬ 
coming ever more apparent. After the Second World War 
critical reductions in production, even though not as catastrophic 
in scale as between 1929 and 1933, became much more frequent. 
Constant undercapacity operation of plant is responsible for 
considerable underproduction of commodities. We know, for 
example, that between 1953 and 1960 the USA thus lost about 
18.5 million worker-years. 

In their efforts to perpetuate the existence of the exploiting 
society, the ruling classes, as the past fifty years have shown! 
resort to brutal methods of government. The most monstrous 
of these was fascism, nurtured by the capitalism of the twentieth 
century. 
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The cult of cruelty and violence, the cult of sadism, which is 
part of imperialist reaction, found its fullest expression in 
fascism. 

In our time the activities of the ultra-reactionary cliques and 
organisations in the leading capitalist countries, the revival of 
fascism in West Germany, the recent fascist coup in Greece, the 
revelations concerning preparations for a similar coup in Italy in 
1964, the many recent coups by Latin American “gorillas”, the 
growing activity of the “ultras” and “hawks” in the United States 
-all this shows that the imperialist tendency towards “reaction 
all along the line”, noted by Lenin, continues to be a grave 
menace to mankind. 

Imperialism obstructs the normal development of interna¬ 
tional contacts between nations by setting up aggressive military 
blocs and closed economic associations, by its policy of neo¬ 
colonialism, and by creating hotbeds of tension and intervention, 
including military intervention, in the affairs of other peoples. 
It gravely impairs cultural intercourse between peoples by its 
policy of anticommunism, by cultivating prejudices against the 
socialist system, against the most progressive ideas of the century 
of which the bearers are Communists. It disunites the peoples 
by whipping up racial hatred and enmity between nations. It 
corrupts public opinion in the greater part of the world by 
gangster methods of political advertising and misinformation. 

Cumulatively, this enables us to assess how heavy are the 
losses-material, moral and social-inflicted on society by the 
existence of capitalism, and how it entrammels social progress. 
Imperialism’s biggest and foulest crime against humanity is its 
struggle against socialist society, a brutal and insidious struggle, 
armed and nonmilitary, which it has been waging since the first 
day of the October Revolution. 

The present epoch has placed the abolition of capitalism on 
the agenda of history. The world socialist revolution, ushered 
in by the October Revolution, is successfully solving this world- 
historic task. The revolution is tearing asunder the fetters 
capitalism has clamped on social progress. It is a powerful 
locomotive of history. This is seen clearly from the results of 
the October Revolution, which cut the Gordian knot of 
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capitalist contradictions and enabled the people of our country 
to resolve problems mankind has been struggling with for 
millennia. In only half a century we have made enormous 
progress in resolving these age-old problems. As regards its 
internal development, contradictions and conflicts involving 
sacrifice and privation, have become for Soviet society a thing 
of the past. 


The Revolutionary Forces - 

Continuers of the Cause of the October Revolution 

The principles and the ideas of the October Revolution owe 
their vitality and tremendous efficacy to the fact that they are 
being developed by the mighty forces now furthering the world 
socialist revolution: the socialist world system, the international 
working class and the national liberation movement. 

The socialist world system is the principal revolutionary 
factor of our time. Its formation has radically altered the cor¬ 
relation of forces in the world in favour of socialism and of all 
those fighting against imperialism. This is a most important 
development in the fifty years since the October Revolution. 

The specific ways in which socialist countries are developing 
show that socialism has deep national roots, releasing the 
tremendous social and political energy of each nation. The 
accumulation of experience of socialist construction has acquired 
an international character. The collective experience of the so¬ 
cialist countries is the priceless possession of the world revolu¬ 
tionary forces, a powerful catalyst of further social progress in 
the world. 

The emergence of socialism beyond the boundaries of one 
country and the struggle between world socialism and world 
capitalism have produced new conditions for the struggle of 
the working class of the advanced capitalist states and for the 
national liberation movement. At the same time the Marxist- 
Leninist theory that under all circumstances a revolution is the 
product primarily and chiefly of the internal development of 
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individual countries is fully valid to this day. Revolution can 
neither be exported nor prodded from without. 

Contemporary revolutionary movements are the rightful 
successors and continuers of the cause of the October Revolu¬ 
tion on new soil and in new conditions. 

The international working class now consists of the might of 
the socialist community and the working-class movement in all 
other parts of the world. Therefore it can play an increasingly 
bigger role in the solution of the radical problems of today. 
The achievements of socialist countries, the new economic and 
political positions which the working-class movement has 
wrested from monopoly capital and the growth of the working- 
class movement in the Latin American, Asian and African 
countries have turned the international working class into an 
effective global force. The working class of the capitalist 
countries exerts agrowing political influence on the international 
situation. It is more and more actively interfering not only in 
the home but also in the foreign policy of governments and by 
its actions gives the ruling classes less and less elbow-room for 
manoeuvre. Without appreciating this role of the working class 
it is impossible to understand the state of things in the non¬ 
socialist part of the world. The fight waged by the working 
class in France, Italy, Federal Germany, the USA and Great 
Britain, the citadels of imperialism, in many other capitalist 
countries and in the newly-free countries in defence of progress 
and the freedom of the peoples, against reaction and aggres¬ 
sion, is a substantial contribution to the world-wide anti- 
imperialist struggle. 

The cardinal interests of the working class in the struggle for 
socialism conform with the interests of the bulk of the people. 
Hence the unprecedented numerical growth of allies of the 
working class. Besides such a traditional ally of the working 
class as the peasantry, socialism is now supported by large 
sections of office workers, intellectuals and the middle urban 
strata. This enlarges the army of social revolution and creates 
conditions for its successful consummation in forms dictated by 
concrete conditions. 

In different countries the revolutionary movement has attained 
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different stages of development. This calls for diverse forms and 
methods of struggle. When we say that all revolutionary forces 
arc following the path blazed by the October Revolution, this 
does not mean that they arc simply repeating what took place 
in Russia, in the Soviet Union. In our opinion, to continue the 
work of the October Revolution means finding-in line with its 
ideas and lessons-specific ways and means for carrying out the 
international task initiated by it on a global scale. 

The national liberation movement has become a mighty and 
active force. Together with the revolutionary movement of the 
workers in the capitalist countries and the socialist world 
system it forms a single anti-imperialist stream. 

Lenin predicted that the struggle of the peoples of former 
colonies and dependencies for their political and economic 
emancipation, initially directed against imperialism, will, on 
reaching a certain level of development, become increasingly 
anti-capitalist in content. Today we witness the emergence in 
the zone of national liberation of a number of countries orien¬ 
tated on socialism which have made substantial headway in 
effecting deep-going social reforms. 

In these countries the socialist orientation unites the pro¬ 
letariat, the peasantry and middle urban and rural strata. In 
contemporary conditions, with socialism becoming the decisive 
force of world development, these countries, even though their 
working-class movement is still embryonic, can come to social¬ 
ism through a number of intermediate stages by developing 
along the non-capitalist path. The national liberation movement, 
whatever specific forms it assumes or whatever difficulties it 
encounters, is a component of the revolutionary process of trans¬ 
forming the present-day world. 

The world Communist movement acts as a uniting factor in 
this process. Communism plays this role largely because it is a 
vehicle of proletarian internationalism. 

Proletarian internationalism is always concrete. Its nature and 
distinctive features are determined by the specifics of each 
historical epoch. During the initial stage of the revolution the 
most important task was, as all Communist parties stressed at 
the time, to defend, to safeguard the world’s first worker-and- 
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peasant state. This was necessitated both by the common inter¬ 
national interests of the working-class movement and by the 
national interests of each of its contingents, because the con¬ 
solidation and development of the Soviet state was at that time 
(and is to a certain extent today, too) a key link in the inter¬ 
national struggle for socialism. 

The Soviet people remember gratefully the support they 
received from the international proletariat in the difficult time 
of the Civil War and foreign intervention, when it came out 
with the slogan “Hands off Russia”. The Soviet people felt this 
support as they tackled the unprecedentedly difficult task of 
turning the backward, war-ravaged country into a great socialist 
power with a mighty industry and agriculture. 

Soviet Communists have never adopted a one-sided view of 
proletarian internationalism. Relying justifiably on the aid and 
the support of the international proletariat, the CPSU has 
always viewed the defence and building of a new society in 
our country not as a purely national aim, but as an inter¬ 
nationalist duty, as a contribution to the common struggle of the 
working people of the world against imperialism. 

But we have never lost sight of the other side of the matter, 
furnishing to the best of our ability practical assistance to the 
fighters for democracy, national independence and socialism 
in other countries. 

During the great anti-fascist war of the 1940s all these aspects 
of proletarian internationalism became interlaced and were em¬ 
bodied in a titanic joint effort which resulted in the total defeat 
of imperialism’s shock force that had intended to smash the 
world liberation movement and its mainstay-the Soviet Union. 
The historical result of the international exploit performed by 
the Soviet Communists, the Soviet people, and Communists 
and progressives in other countries during the Second World 
War was that human civilisation was saved from imperialist 
reaction which had degenerated to Nazi vandalism, that new 
socialist countries appeared in the world and alongside them 
there emerged a group of peoples that had broken out of the 
colonial prison and launched a struggle for national rebirth and 
social progress. 
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In the contemporary stage internationalism’s principal func¬ 
tion is the channelling of all revolutionary contingents into a 
single stream. It is no exaggeration to say that in the final count 
the future of mankind is largely dependent on the solution of 
this task. 

Today: 

-internationalism is one of the most important conditions for 
successfully combating war and the threat of war engendered by 
imperialism; 

-internationalism is an essential prerequisite for successfully 
building a new society in the countries of the socialist commun¬ 
ity; 

-internationalism is solidarity with, and constant mutual sup¬ 
port of, the socialist community, the world proletariat, and the 
national liberation movement; 

-finally, internationalism is an instrument of the ideological 
education of the working people of all countries inasmuch as 
internationalism opposes national strife and racial enmity which 
the exploiting classes never fail to use to preserve their rule. 

The present situation makes particularly great demands on 
the international communist movement, which is both the prin¬ 
cipal vehicle and the principal exponent of proletarian inter¬ 
nationalisms mighty instrument in the fight against the reac¬ 
tionary and imperialist forces on the world arena. 

In present-day concrete historical conditions the highest mani¬ 
festation of proletarian internationalism is concern for strength¬ 
ening the unity of the international communist movement. The 
desire for this unity, for agreed positions on fundamental issues 
of world politics, is coming into evidence more and more among 
the Marxist-Leninist parties. The Karlovy Vary Conference held 
in April 1967 unqestionably played a significant role in 
strengthening and furthering this tendency. 

We know that communist cohesion is of great significance 
for ensuring concerted action by all progressive forces to counter 
the frenzied attacks of imperialism. Unity of action and the 
solidity of communist ranks are an earnest of the further devel¬ 
opment of the historic offensive by the forces of peace, national 
independence, democracy and socialism. 
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At present the international Communist movement experi¬ 
ences serious difficulties. But it has the victorious revolutionary 
experience of the past fifty years behind it. It has become so 
mature and powerful that, beyond all doubt, it will find the 
means to overcome these difficulties. One of the most important 
means, in our opinion, is the joint convocation by Marxist- 
Leninist parties of a new world conference of the Communist 
and Workers’ parties. At this conference it would be possible 
jointly to analyse the course of the world-wide struggle of the 
revolutionary forces which today is more complicated and many- 
faceted than it has ever been in the past and, relying on the 
collective thinking of world communism, to designate the most 
efficient means for solving our common tasks at this extremely 
responsible stage of historical development. There is no doubt 
that the Communist movement will in future too live up to the 
mission that history has assigned it. 

The October Revolution and Problems of War and Peace 

The October breakthrough in the then uniform capitalist world, 
the world of exploitation and oppression, has enabled socialism 
to win such positions over the past fifty years that today, for 
the first time in history, it is possible to put the task of ridding 
mankind of the nightmare of world war on a thoroughly realistic 
foundation. 

The working class, Marx said, must prove to the world that 
it acts on the arena of history “as an independent force, con¬ 
scious of its own responsibility and capable of dictating peace”. 
The working class of Russia proved this by its deeds. Later, it 
was also proved by the working class of other socialist countries, 
and by the peoples of the non-socialist w r orld, who are fighting 
against the danger of war. It has never been more obvious that 
the international working class truly has a stake in peace, that 
it is truly aware of its responsibility and is actually capable of 
effectively safeguarding peace and the security of nations. 

From the outset, socialism heralded the salvation of human 
civilisation from the destruction and degradation of imperialist 
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wars. The Russian Revolution brought out the social forces and 
created material resources capable of directing international 
relations towards solutions meeting the interests of all nations. 

The Soviet Communist Party and the Soviet state have done 
everything possible to deprive the imperialists of their mono¬ 
poly on armed power. One need only picture the Soviet Union 
on the eve of die Second World War lacking the necessary 
armed strength of the international technical level of the time 
to realise what would have happened not only to socialism in 
the Soviet Union but to the entire world revolutionary process. 
One need only picture the United States possessing nuclear 
monopoly in our day to realise the fatal consequences this 
would have on the contemporary revolutionary-liberation 
movement. 

The emergence of the socialist state and the general growth 
of the revolutionary working-class and national liberation 
movement have brought about deep qualitative changes in the 
whole system of international relations. In the old days, the 
imperialists put down the liberation movement of the peoples 
without hindrance. After the victory of the October Revolution, 
the situation began to change. Needless to say, the imperialists 
still persist in conducting their aggressive foreign polity. After 
the Second World War, the imperialist powers started nearlv 
a score of aggressive wars. But the overall result is nothing like 
what the imperialists managed to achieve in the past. Moreover, 
socialism and the other revolutionary forces have become so 
strong that it is now possible to bend imperialism to settling 
issues peacefully, issues which it used to “settle” with impunity 
by means of war. Under pressure of the popular liberation 
struggle, supported by the socialist countries, the imperialists 
were forced to grant national independence to dozens of Afri¬ 
can countries. In Vietnam, the US aggressors have been suffer¬ 
ing one inglorious defeat after another in face of the heroic 
resistance of the Vietnamese people, who rely on the all-round 
and continually growing assistance of the socialist countries 
and the support of the progressive forces of the world. 

But imperialism is farthest from the thought of surrendering 
voluntarily. It is resorting to various manoeuvres and creating 
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new seats of tension in its drive to suppress the liberation move¬ 
ment of the peoples. 

It is pertinent to say this in connection with the events in the 
Middle East. Everybody knows that the UAR, Syria and other 
Arab states freed themselves from colonial oppression and em¬ 
barked on a consistent struggle against imperialism. Losing one 
position after another imperialism has long been nurturing plans 
to arrest the advance of the foremost Arab states, which have 
been strengthening their independence and achieving social 
progress. For many years, imperialist propaganda fomented 
strife between Israel and the Arab states. 

Attempts to portray the Middle East conflict as a result 
merely of national animosity between the Arabs and Jews are 
worlds removed from the actual state of affairs. The main 
reason behind the conflict is that international, notably US, 
imperialism decided to use the Israeli ruling circles to try to 
overthrow the progressive regime in the UAR, Syria and other 
foremost Arab countries, and to establish a neocolonialist order 
in the whole of the Arab world. 

Our Party, the Soviet people as a whole, have taken a con¬ 
sistently internationalist, class stand in relation to the Middle 
East problem. We draw a line of distinction between the ruling 
circles of Israel and the working people of that country. We are 
opposed to the preaching of racial and national exclusiveness 
and stand for the right of every people to have its own inde¬ 
pendent national state. This is one of the basic principles of 
Soviet foreign policy. Any other approach to this problem is 
always exploited by the imperialist forces to conceal the true 
aims behind their acts of aggression. 

Through the efforts of the socialist states and other progres¬ 
sive forces the aggression has been stopped and a cease-fire 
achieved. But the situation remains complicated and a concerted 
effort by all peace-loving forces is needed speedily to abolish the 
consequences of the Israeli aggression and provide peaceful con¬ 
ditions for the development of the Arab countries along the 
path of peace, national independence and social progress. The 
anti-imperialist front must do everything to condemn the ag¬ 
gressor morally and politically, make him withdraw from 
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occupied territories, strengthen the international positions of 
the UAR, Syria, Algeria and other Arab states, and render 
them other necessary assistance. The Middle East conflict has 
shown that the imperialist reactionaries are still strong enough 
to create temporarily superior strength in certain sectors of the 
anti-imperialist front, thereby partially slowing down the revo¬ 
lutionary process. But it is safe to say now that once again impe¬ 
rialism has failed to break the anti-imperialist front and attain 
its aims in the Arab East. 

The world balance of forces is not constant and invariable. 
International issues are not automatically settled in the way the 
Communists would like them to be settled. It is obvious that 
such decisions depend on two inter-connected factors: the 
objective alignment of class forces in the world arena and the 
correct policies of the forces championing peace and social 
progress. 

Continued effort and sustained struggle are essential to 
further strengthen the positions of socialism at the expense of 
imperialism. This depends not only on the Soviet Union s 
nuclear-missile strength, not only on improving the military 
organisation of the Warsaw Treaty countries, but also on vigo¬ 
rous and correct action by all the anti-imperialist forces. 

An important element of the overall balance of forces is the 
degree to which the socialist community is united and the extent 
to which the action of all the revolutionary contingents is co¬ 
ordinated. It should be borne in mind that imperialist strategy 
is designed to undermine the socialist camp from within, to 
range the countries against each other and to capitalise on diffe¬ 
rences between the revolutionary forces. 

The revolutionary forces have countered imperialist strategy 
with a political strategy of their own. Its basic propositions 
were set out in the programme documents of the international 
Communist movement: the 1957 Declaration and the 1960 
Statement. It is designed to ensure the most favourable condi¬ 
tions for the unfolding of the forces of revolution and social 
progress, to bridle the imperialist forces and prevent a thermo¬ 
nuclear world war. 

The success of this strategy depends on the correct policy of 


100 


each revolutionary contingent and on this policy being co¬ 
ordinated with the stand of the other revolutionary detachments. 
We know from experience that wherever the Communists act 
in concert they are successful in combating imperialist strategy. 

The problem of unity is all the more pressing because the 
divisive line of the Mao Tsc-tung group raises for all of us the 
problem of compensating for the losses it causes. To do so we 
have to combat resolutely the divisive actions of the Mao group. 
On this struggle depends the effectiveness of our rebuff to the 
aggressive acts of imperialism and of our effort to ensure inter¬ 
national security. 

The purpose of Soviet foreign policy, as the 23rd Congress 
of the CPSU noted, is to join other socialist countries in secur¬ 
ing favourable international conditions for the building of 
socialism and communism; to cement the unity and cohesion of 
the socialist countries, their friendship and brotherhood; to 
support the national-liberation movement and establish all¬ 
round co-operation with the young developing states; to uphold 
consistently the principle of the peaceful coexistence of states 
with differing social systems, to repulse resolutely the aggres¬ 
sive forces of imperialism, and to safeguard mankind against 
another world war. 

Accordingly, we consider it wrong to say either that support 
of the anti-imperialist struggle tends to undermine the basis of 
peaceful coexistence or that support of the principles of peace¬ 
ful coexistence tends to weaken the anti-imperialist struggle. We 
believe that there is an intrinsic connection between the struggle 
for peaceful coexistence and the anti-imperialist struggle. 

For the socialist countries peaceful coexistence is not an end 
in itself. It is not only their interests that it serves. It serves the 
cause of building up the positions of the Communist parties in 
the capitalist countries and helps them to wage their struggle 
for the interests of the working class and all working people. 
It can be-and is being-used with success by the young national 
states to develop their productive forces, strengthen their econo¬ 
mic potential, promote social progress in the interest of the 
working people, and ward off the encroachments of neocolonia¬ 
lism. When skilfully and consistently used, this principle helps 
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to enhance the prestige and build up the positions of progressive 
regimes in the national-liberation zone. 

The imperialists are deliberately pursuing policies designed 
to distort the principle of peaceful coexistence. In particular, 
US rulers go through the motions of recognising this principle 
in relation to the Soviet-Union, whose might they cannot afford 
to underestimate. But they refuse to follow them in relation to 
some socialist states and the newly-free countries. That is an 
approach our Party firmly rejects. 

There have been assertions of late that now that the his¬ 
torical irreversibility of the transition to socialism on a world¬ 
wide scale has become apparent, the principle of peaceful co¬ 
existence has become obsolete. Some theorists declare that this 
principle is a hindrance to the development of the revolution¬ 
ary process. These are absolutely groundless declarations and 
“theories”. They only sound revolutionary, but are essentially 
harmful to the revolutionary movement. The principle of the 
peaceful coexistence of states with differing social systems is 
really furthering the anticapitalist class struggle of the working 
class and its allies for the victory of socialism in the countries 
of the non-socialist world. 

It will be recalled that all the Communist parties stated 
clearly and explicitly at their international meetings in 1957 
and 1960 that the struggle to prevent another world war is the 
Communists’ primary task. The formulation and consistent 
implementation of this slogan is known to have played a tre¬ 
mendous role of late not only in averting a world war, but also 
in strengthening the positions of all the social forces working for 
democracy, national independence and socialism. The commu¬ 
nist movement, which regards peaceful coexistence as a form of 
class struggle in the world arena, has succeeded in stimulating 
the activity of the masses in the struggle against monopoly 
capital domination. Repudiation of the principle of peaceful 
coexistence would not only sharply worsen the international 
situation and confront mankind with the threat of a thermo¬ 
nuclear conflict at any moment, but would also deprive the 
Communist parties of many of their allies in the joint struggle 
against imperialism, for social revolution. 
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That is why Marxists-Lcninists oppose the Leftist, adventurist 
demands to resort to thermonuclear threats on every imaginable 
occasion and reject the reckless calls to run the risk of world 
war in every conflict. 


Marxism-Leninism: A Theory for the Revolutionary 
Transformation of the World 

Our Party undertook a tremendous historical responsibility 
when it assumed leadership in the world’s first victorious prole¬ 
tarian revolution and started the work of the socialist transfor¬ 
mation of society. To beequal to this responsibility and to deter¬ 
mine the correct political line for each given moment, the Party 
has had to generalise continuously world events and the ex¬ 
perience of the masses at home, and to draw the necessary 
theoretical conclusions. On their correctness and workability de¬ 
pended the future of the Revolution, the prestige of Marxism 
as a theoretical guide and the ideological basis for human pro¬ 
gress in our day. 

Theory is called upon to take a direct part in shaping the 
new reality. This is where the bold and gigantic theoretical 
labours of Lenin and the Party’s best minds have been so pro¬ 
ductive. In organising socialist construction, Lenin and the Party 
worked out such key questions as those of the period of transi¬ 
tion to socialism, the alliance of the working class and the 
peasantry, the importance of this alliance for the victory of 
socialism, the development of a new type of state system, the 
establishment of co-operatives in agriculture, socialist indus¬ 
trialisation, economic planning, the emergence and development 
of socialist nations, the forms of development of the multi¬ 
national socialist state, and the cultural revolution. Much was 
done to develop Lenin’s teaching on the Party as the leading 
and guiding force in the building of socialism and, later, com¬ 
munism. 

It is safe to say, therefore, that the victory of socialism in the 
Soviet Union is the crowning achievement not only of the 
Soviet people’s selfless labour and the Party’s political and 
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organisational work, but also of the development of scientific 
socialism and its ability to generalise new phenomena and 
illumine the way for revolutionary practice. 

The transition of Soviet society to building communism has 
increased the role of scientific theory and has put before the 
Party new and major theoretical problems. Their elaboration 
was central to the work of the 20th-23rd Congresses of the 
CPSU, in the new Party Programme and the decisions of the 
Plenary Meetings of the Central Committee from 1964 to 1966. 
The CPSU produced a theoretical substantiation for the crea¬ 
tion of the material and technical basis of communism, the for¬ 
mation of communist social relations, the need for the further 
unfolding of socialist democracy' and the perfection of relation¬ 
ships betw een the socialist nations. 

Through their collective efforts, the Marxist-Lcninist parties 
have made a weighty contribution to the elaboration of sudi 
major problems of the day as the laws governing the emergence 
and development of the socialist world system and the social 
progress of states liberated from colonialism, to the elabora¬ 
tion of the theory of the socialist revolution in the new historical 
conditions, and to the conclusion that it is possible to avert 
world war. etc. 

We regard the political and theoretical activity of the frater¬ 
nal parties as a common gain of the communist movement, as 
a basis on which the Communists will continue to multiply 
their successes as they carry forward the great cause of the 
October Revolution. 

Favouring a continuous exchange of ideas and opinions in 
the international communist movement, the CPSU has striven 
to adopt and use all the best that is yielded by Marxist-Leninist 
thinking in the fraternal parties. The CPSU regards its contri¬ 
bution to revolutionary' theory' as part of the joint theoretical 
effort of the fraternal parties. 

The independence of the Communist parties both in the poli¬ 
tical and the theoretical sphere, their increased possibilities and 
experience in developing Marxism-Leninism, call for still 
greater attention to the observance of the internationalist 
approach in matters of theory. This is the only approach that 
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ensures the development of Marxism as a truly world-wide 
revolutionary doctrine. It is the only approach that helps make 
it a guide to action for all revolutionaries wherever they may 
be. 

All the prospects of world social development and man¬ 
kind’s future arc connected with Marxism-Leninism. 

It is clear that these prospects arc inseparable from the 
scientific and technological revolution and its vast possibilities. 
It is equally clear that the tremendous growth in scale ajid 
complexity of socio-political processes entails the solution of 
fresh theoretical problems aimed at placing the sweeping 
scientific and technical progress of the 20th century at the 
service of mankind. 

The socialist transformation of the world and the tremendous 
headway of science and technology are essentially two comple¬ 
mentary revolutions. In what sense? When the technological 
revolution and its results arc controlled by the victorious work¬ 
ers it becomes a powerful force serving the interest of the work¬ 
ing class, the people as a whole, the cause of peace and pro¬ 
gress. Making the most of the results of the technological 
revolution, socialism sets the mainstream of historical develop¬ 
ment in the latter half of the 20th century. 

The content of the scientific and technological revolution- 
the maximal and accelerated development of the productive 
forces-coincides with the main task of social revolution in the 
20th century. Thus, both revolutions are a reflection of the 
irreversible and basically single process negating the old and 
creating the new, communist civilisation. 

In making use of modern scientific and technological achieve¬ 
ments, socialist society, already in existence in a number of 
countries, is certain to turn into reality the principle proclaimed 
by Marx and Engels: ‘The free development of each is the con¬ 
dition for the free development of all.” 

What, in the final analysis, has the October Revolution 
brought to mankind? 

In general terms the answer may be: 

- Socialism has triumphed, and the transition to communism 
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has begun in the Soviet Union, a vast country sprawling across 
two continents; 

- socialist revolutions have won in thirteen other countries on 
three continents, and most of these countries have made deci¬ 
sive headway in building socialism; 

- there has emerged a socialist world system, the greatest his¬ 
toric gain after the October Revolution and a mighty bulwark 
of all the revolutionary forces of our time; 

- the peoples of the ex-colonies and dependent countries have, 
with the support of world socialism and the revolutionary 
working-class movement, overthrown imperialist oppression, 
crushed the colonial empires and embarked on independent 
development, with the most advanced of them adopting the 
socialist orientation; 

“ the October and the other victorious socialist revolutions 
have radically improved the conditions in which the workers in 
the capitalist countries are fighting for their vital interests and 
end goals, and helped them gain important victories in the 
struggle for democracy, for socialism: 

-the Soviet Union, the first socialist country, has played a 
central role in ridding humanity of the menace of fascist en¬ 
slavement and has recued entire peoples from destruction. The 
defeat of fascism has created an atmosphere of universal hatred 
of violence against peoples and of infringements on their free¬ 
dom and independence, and helped to raise the democratic 
movement throughout the world to a basically new level; 

- the Soviet Union, the socialist world system and the inter¬ 
national revolutionary working-class movement are playing a 
decisive role in averting thermonuclear war, and are the main 

force in the effort to banish world wars from the life of 
society; 

- the fifty years of the October Revolution have helped to instil 
socialist ideas in the minds of men all over the world, and 
have made Marxism-Leninism the focal point in the spiritual 
i e of contemporary society; they have strengthened the faith of 
undreds of millions in that social justice will triumph, and 

showed that it is up to them, their own hearts and minds, to 
realise these ideas. 
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In all this lies the lasting significance of the contribution 
made by the October Revolution to the history of human civil¬ 
isation. Today, on the eve of its 50th anniversary, we can 
repeat in deep faith Lenin’s prophetic words: ‘The victory of 
Communism is inevitable. Communism will triumph/* 4 
The Communists of other countries, just as we Soviet Com¬ 
munists, rightly regard the anniversary as a symbol of the un¬ 
breakable international brotherhood and loyalty to the cause 
and ideas of the October Revolution, which unite all of us. 

Generalised by the Marxist-Lcninist parties, the experience 
gained in this revolutionary half-century contains a charge of 
tremendous ideological and political force and will undoubt¬ 
edly help the further spread of the immortal Marxist-Leninist 
ideas in all countries, and will bring fresh victories to proleta¬ 
rian internationalism and the cause of the socialist transforma¬ 
tion of the world. 


November 1967 


4 Coll. Works, Vol. 30, p. 62. 









Outstanding Event 

in the History of the Communist Movement 


50th Anniversary of the Communist International 


The 50th anniversary of the Comintern is an outstanding event 
in the history of the world revolutionary movement. During the 
quarter of a century for which it existed, the Comintern made 
an invaluable contribution to the growth of the movement, to 
the spread of Marxist-Leninist ideas and to their materialisa¬ 
tion. It fulfilled the historical mission of fusing Leninism and 
the international working-class movement, writing a new chap¬ 
ter in the history of proletarian internationalism and forging 
fraternal bonds of solidarity and loyalty to their revolutionary 
duty between the Communist parties on all continents. 

As the Marxist historian looks back on the Communist Inter¬ 
national he cannot but recall the point made by Lenin that the 
working class takes its history and the experience of the frater¬ 
nal parties seriously, and glances back from time to time to 
check the perspective of the movement against past events. 

This is necessitated by the global scale of the movement, its 
greater role in world affairs and the increased responsibility of 
the parties for the present and future of the world. Studying 
the history of the Communist International we trace the sources 
of our present strength, pinpoint the laws regulating the growth 
o our movement and the various aspects of its experience, its 
positive and negative sides, making use of all the valid ele¬ 
ments in our present fight against imperialism, for the workers’ 
cause, for socialism and peace. 
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The first generation of Leninists who built their parties at 
the time and with the help of the Comintern, performed a truly 
heroic feat. The Comintern imparted to them a Marxist-Leninist 
ideological firmness, assuring success in their arduous mission. 
And the desire to comprehend and make the most of this ex¬ 
perience is another reason for the interest in the Comintern dis¬ 
played by Communists today. 

This interest is traceable also to the demands of the current 
ideological struggle against anti-Communism and its falsifica¬ 
tion of the history of our movement, especially that of the 
Comintern, in the guise of “psychological warfare”. 

Assessing the significance of the Communist International, of 
its work, we would be wrong to view it merely from the stand¬ 
point of an observer as though it existed by itself and the 
various national Communist Parties each by itself too. The 
parties participated in Comintern work, framed and adopted 
all decisions jointly. They bore responsibility for the work of 
the Comintern, just as the latter bore responsibility for the 
work of the parties. 

Marxists-Leninists value highly the political and ideological 
legacy of the Communist International, and their interest in it 
is marked by genuine Communist partisanship. They never 
forget that it was the foundation-stone laid by Lenin for the 
modern Communist movement, for the forces that led the 
masses to historic victories and imposing achievements of revo¬ 
lutionary reconstruction. 

The Comintern was historically the successor of the First 
International founded by Marx and Engels, and heir, too, to 
the best Marxist traditions of the Second International. Lenin, 
founder and leader of the Comintern, carried on Marx’s cause, 
defending the Marxist teaching and elaborating on it. 


1 

Since the days of Marx and Engels the foremost fighters derived 
strength from their effective methods of rallying the masses at 
any given time, from finding the relevant political forms for 
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their movement. The Comintern was an example of how Com¬ 
munists jointly determined suitable forms of activity for the 
international workers’ vanguard in keeping with the contem¬ 
porary situation. 

The Third, Communist International was established on 
March 4, 1919, at an international congress in Moscow. 

Unprecedented events were unfolding in the world at the 
time, highlighted by the radical turn from capitalism to socia¬ 
lism. The preat October Socialist Revolution had initiated the 
disintegration of the old world of exploitation. It was a turbu¬ 
lent time in which man embarked on the new, revolutionary 
epoch. And the Communist International, in the vortex of 
world events for more than two decades, was the response of 
Marxist revolutionaries to the needs of the time. 

The character and main features of the International, an 
essentially new proletarian organisation, evolved against the 
background of an extremely tense international and national 
class struggle. The revolutionary surge that began in 1917 made 
a shambles of the idea of the stability of the capitalist system, 
until then seemingly deep-rooted on our planet with its world¬ 
wide system of colonial exploitation. The tens of millions called 
to arms by the belligerent powers in the 1914-1918 war suf¬ 
fered the appalling consequences of imperialist rule. Erupting 
spontaneously, discontent was rife on both sides of the lines. 
Workers, peasants and soldiers pondered the causes of the 
senseless slaughter, and looked for a way out of the impasse. 
Then, the revolution broke out in Russia. 

October awakened the faith of the peoples, showing that they, 
too, could end the war. What is more, it showed that the system 
responsible for the crimes against humanity was anything but 
eternal and could be swept away. That was one of the reasons 
behind the powerful upsurge of the mass movement. The cen¬ 
turies-old order maintained by capitalist and landowner govern¬ 
ments, based on the “great continental empires” (Russia, Aus¬ 
tria-Hungary, Germany and Ottoman) crumbled. Soon, as 
Engels had foreseen, royal sceptres were consigned to the dust 
by the dozen. 

The basis for Lenin’s plan for a new Communist International 
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did not materialise until after the October Revolution and the 
emergence on the world scene of a state of proletarian dictator¬ 
ship. That was the decisive new factor for success in the fight of 
the international working-class movement against war and im¬ 
perialism, for the workers’ aims. 

Communist parties appeared in many countries and the desire 
for a joint international Communist organisation grew. 

The Comintern unfurled the banner of Marxism-Leninism, 
carrying Lenin’s ideas and the experience of the October Revo¬ 
lution to the masses and devising the ways and means of 
abolishing capitalist exploitation and oppression on a world 
scale. 

The Comintern also resolved another historically important 
problem. As envisaged by Lenin and leaders of fraternal parties, 
it restored the international character of the working-class 
movement, salvaging its revolutionary content. The old Second 
International, stricken by opportunism, had collapsed; its lead¬ 
ers had betrayed the workers by urging them in 1914 to ex¬ 
terminate each other. The fact that nationalism and opportunism 
had prevailed against internationalism and revolutionism in the 
Second International helped the capitalists to embroil the 
workers of different countries in the fratricidal slaughter, 
followed by a shameful war against the newly-created Soviet 
state. The Right-wing Social-Democrat leaders joined the im¬ 
perialist concert, pouring invective on the Soviet Republic and 
trying to isolate it from the labour movement in the capitalist 
countries and block the spread of the ideas of scientific social¬ 
ism. The Comintern delivered a crushing blow to that policy*, 
disastrous for the international working-class movement. 

Unfurling the banner of internationalism, it showed the 
movement the way out of the impasse of nationalism and op¬ 
portunism. Genuine Marxists worked hard in extremely difficult 
conditions to revive the proletarian ideological principles and 
the class nature of the workers’ movement. The state agencies 
of the ruling class harassed them on all sides, and the Right 
Social-Democrats, too, banded against them. Still small and 
not yet tempered, the Communist parties would not have 
survived the onslaught without the Comintern. It helped them 
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unfold a revolutionary perspective for the working class of the 
capitalist countries. 

The Russian revolution and the victories and defeats in the 
class battles of 1917-1923 in other countries, brought out the 
magnitude of the role of the working-class party. The credit for 
the democratic aspirations of the peoples of Russia growing 
into a victorious socialist revolution belongs entirely to the party 
of the new type. Lenin intended the Communist International 
to extend ideological, political and organisational aid to revo¬ 
lutionary parties, equipping the working-class movement with a 
tested and effective weapon against imperialism. The Comintern 
fulfilled this task, imparting to all parties Lenin's ideas on the 
party as the highest form of the workers’ class organisation, on 
the relationship between the party, the working class and the 
masses generally, and the content and form of internationalism 
in the new environment. 

Adoption by the Comintern’s Second Congress of the 21 Con¬ 
ditions for admission helped in shaping the parties of the new 
type. Among these conditions were: recognition of proletarian 
dictatorship as the main principle of revolutionary struggle and 
Marxist theory; consistent ideological and organisational 
separation from reformists and centrists; combination of legal 
and illegal methods of struggle; systematic work in the country¬ 
side, in the trade unions and in parliament, and democratic 
centralism as the basic organisational principle. The 21 Condi¬ 
tions were based on Lenin’s teaching about the party of the new 
type and played a big part in steeling Leninist cadres and in 
combating opportunism and ultra-Leftism. Among the most 
important conditions was loyalty to the principles of proletarian 
internationalism. The Conditions were a shield for the ideo¬ 
logical and political identity of the burgeoning Communist 
movement, consolidating it on a truly revolutionary basis. 

Party questions were always a matter of prime concern for 
the Comintern. Lenin, too, attached cardinal importance to them. 
All Comintern congresses and Executive Committee or Presi¬ 
dium meetings discussed them in one connection or another, 
either to correct or concretise the general line in party building, 
or help the leadership of a party unravel the inner-party or 
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tactical problems and find the best solution collectively, with 
an eye on the experience of other parties. 

The theses of the 5th Congress (1924) indicated that build¬ 
ing genuinely Leninist parties was the central task of the Com - 
munist International . Taking the 21 Conditions a step further, 
the theses tabulated trends which the sections of the Comintern 
should follow in developing into well-tempered parties of the 
new type: readiness at all times to work among the masses no 
matter what the obstacles; ability to manoeuvre, ruling out 
stereotype in methods and means of struggle; loyalty to revolu¬ 
tionary Marxism and ability to defend it; consistent observance 
of democratic centralism; systematic, persevering, long-term 
work in the trade unions, increasing their potential in the fight 
for the workers’ daily needs and winning them for the revolu¬ 
tion; revolutionary work among the peasants, alliance with 
whom is essential before the question of winning power can be 
seriously considered; a correct Leninist approach to the question 
of nationalities as one of the most important conditions for 
preparing a victorious revolution. 

Somewhat later, in 1925, the 5th extended meeting of the 
Executive Committee described “skill in applying the general 
principles of Leninism to a specific situation in this or that 
country” as one of the essential conditions for the growth of 
the parties. The main “link” in the chain, its decision said, 
cannot be the same from country to country in view of the 
variety of socio-political situations in the world. 

The Comintern, as we see, did not orient its member-parties 
on mechanically copying the Bolshevik experience. Laying the 
fundamental principles for the work of Communist parties as 
internationalist organisations, it was dedicated to helping each 
to become through its practical activity and by its own 
experience a national political force capable of independent 
action in the concrete conditions of the particular country, mak¬ 
ing it an effective vanguard of the working-class movement. 

That revolutionary proletarian parties were formed in most 
countries is a credit to the Comintern, which accomplished this 
jointly with the foremost leaders of the national contingents of 
the revolutionary proletariat. 


8 5432 -2 
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The Comintern could well be described as a projection of 
Lenin's genius. It was his idea to establish it as a counterweight 
to the Second International, “vanquished by opportunism . 
And he put in truly titanic work methodically to prepare the 
nucleus of internationalists, who then laid the foundations of 
the Communist International. Lenin summed up Russian and 
international revolutionary experience, framed the ideological 
and theoretical platform, formulated the basic principles of 
strategy and tactics for the world Communist movement and 
elaborated its organisational principles. He worked hand in 
hand with the top leaders of the fraternal parties. 

He was the universally recognised leader of the Communist 
International. He delivered reports and spoke at all the four 
Comintern congresses that took place in his lifetime, and sat on 
many of the commissions drafting important resolutions, worked 
out jointly by representatives of fraternal parties. They are a 
repository of timetested Marxist-Leninist ideas, valid to this day. 

He followed closely developments in the fraternal parties 
and responded to their problems, helping them work out their 
programmatic and tactical principles. His advice contributed 
greatly to the politico-ideological growth of many parties, 
epitomising the depth of Lenin’s strategic thinking and his flair 
for elucidating the complexities and peculiarities of the national 
and international situation. 

At that time the parties were in the formative stage. Many 
of their functionaries had not yet fully cast off the ties with the 
Social-Democratic movement. It was a time, too, when the 
crisis of capitalism was extremely acute. And the great prole¬ 
tarian strategist elucidated the basic principles of socialist revo¬ 
lution to the various Communist vanguards with admirable 
patience. 

Lenin insisted on Communists preparing themselves ideologic¬ 
ally and organisationally for the coming revolutionary battles. 
He enjoined them to be flexible in the daily class struggle and 
to prime the workers’ vanguard for the decisive fight against 
imperialism. With the masses, at the head of the masses-that 
was the leitmotif of everything he said concerning the tasks of 
the Communist vanguards. 
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When the Bologna congress of the Italian Socialist Party 
applied for admission to the Communist International, Lenin 
warned in a special message against possible provocations by 
the Entente powers and the Italian bourgeoisie. He laid empha¬ 
sis on thoroughness in preparing the revolution. Be just as 
successful in winning the entire industrial and the entire rural 
proletariat plus the small peasants, he wrote, and then, if the 
proper moment is chosen internationally, victory for the dicta¬ 
torship of the proletariat in Italy will be enduring .' During a 
revolutionary crisis in Italy, Palmiro Togliatti recalls, Lenin 
pinpointed the strategic and tactical approach “best fitted to the 
situation in our country” 2 unerringly and in a few words. 

Writing to Sylvia Pankhurst, an early British Communist, in 
August 1919, Lenin pointed to the fundamental aspects of party 
building in the specific conditions of Britain. He drew attention 
to the dangers of self-isolation and sectarianism, stressing that 
“unbreakable ties with the mass of the workers, the ability to 
agitate unceasingly among them to participate in every strike, to 
respond to every demand of the masses—this is the chief thing 
for a Communist Party”. 2 At the same time, Lenin wrote, only 
a consistently revolutionary and openly Marxist programme 
could, and would, bring all the best worker revolutionaries into 
the Communist Party. 

It was from this angle, in the context of winning the masses, 
that Lenin approached the then vital issue of whether or not 
Communists should stand for election to bourgeois parliaments, 
whether or not they should work in the trade unions. Some were 
opposed to this either due to political inexperience or sectarian 
aberrations, and Lenin patiently explained the error and harm 
of their attitude. 

In an article, “To Italian, French and German Communists”, 
published in October 1919, he described as entirely wrong the 
objections of some German Communists to participating in 

1 Coll. Works, Vol. 30, pp. 91-92. 

2 Togliatti, Selected Articles and Speeches, Vol. 2, Moscow, 1965, p. 374, 
in Russian. 

3 Coll. Works, Vol. 29, p. 563. 


115 
















bourgeois parliaments and working in trade unions, describing 
their error as growing pains. “These obvious mistakes, he 
stressed, “must be combated openly; the differences must not 
be exaggerated” 4 . So long as the common lasting revolutionary 
basis endures, he said, these differences arc not dangerous. 
Bolshevism, too, he added, had experienced differences of this 
kind time and again, but in die hour of decision it drew to 
itself ail that was best in the trends of socialist thought akin 
to it and rallied round itself the entire vanguard of the prole¬ 
tariat and the overwhelming majority of the working people” 5 . 

Lenin went out of his way to help die fraternal pardes master 
different forms of work with the masses, and welcomed the 
“Open Letter” of the United Communist Party of Germany 
(January 1921), describing it as a timely move to establish a 
united workers’ front, “a model political step”, “a model be¬ 
cause it is the first act of a practical method of winning over 
the majority of the working class” 6 , while taking issue with the 
“Leftist” elements in die German Party and some of the 
Comintern leaders (Zinoviev, Bukharin, Radek) for accusing 
the writers of the “Open Letter” of reformism. But he also 
severely rebuked one of the writers, Paul Levi, whose expulsion 
from the Party for refusing to participate in an armed action 
of the German workers, however much provoked and un¬ 
prepared, he wholly approved. Such an attitude, he said, was 
incompatible with the calling of a Communist. 

At a session of the Comintern’s Executive Committee on 
June 17, 1921, Lenin reproved Leftists who had berated 
VHumanite for urging “calm and discipline in leading the 
masses against capitalism. Criticism of any party, Lenin ex¬ 
plained, should concern only incorrect, opportunist actions. No 
attacks should ever be mounted indiscriminately, thereby caus¬ 
ing a split and no alternative “Leftist” nonsense should be sug¬ 
gested as a counterweight to opportunism. “Marxism,” Lenin 

4 Coil. Works, Vol. 30, p. 57. 

5 Coll. Works, Vol. 30, pp. 55-56. 

6 Coll. Works, Vol. 32, p. 470. 
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said, “boils down to determining what policy should be con¬ 
ducted in this or that situation” 7 . 

Yet Lenin was irreconcilable in his criticism of those who 
rejected revolution on the pretext that the conditions which 
made the October Revolution possible had been specific. 
J. Franck, who met Lenin as a member of a delegation of 
Czechoslovak trade unionists (1922), recalled: “I spoke about 
the ideas spread among the workers by the reformist Social- 
Democrat leaders and indignantly qualified as ‘extravagant 
political ultra-consciousness’ their contention that the October 
Revolution was conceivable only in ‘benighted Russia’ whereas 
in our country, ‘in the cultured West’, revolution would be a 
‘useless experiment’. But Lenin took me to task. Is it not our 
duty, he asked, to cultivate the consciousness of the workers, to 
show them concrete examples of where their leaders betrayed 
them, to explain to them that they cannot depend on such 
leaders in changing the social system?” 8 

Lenin helped the parties to apply united front tactics and 
find the best solutions in complicated issues. On January 12, 
1922, he advised the Executive Committee to adopt “a 
thoroughly motivated resolution demanding from the Com¬ 
munist Party of Britain that all Communists should agitate and 
vote in elections for Labour candidates, excluding those ex¬ 
tremely few cases where it is certain that voting for a Com¬ 
munist will not help the capitalist candidate win” 9 . 

Those are but a few examples of Lenin’s multiform help in 
building parties of the new type. 

Lenin’s prestige as leader of the Communist International 
rested on the identity of his words and deeds. In the eyes of 
Communists, of all revolutionaries, of millions the world over, 
Lenin and the October Revolution, and the Soviet worker- 
peasant republic, were one. 

7 Central Party Archive, Institute of Marxism-Leninism, Moscow, fund 2, 
list 1, file 19320. 

8 Velika cesta, Praha, 1960, s. 32. 

9 Central Party Archive, Institute of Marxism-Leninism, fund 2, list 1, 
file 22623. 
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The new epoch brought new problems, and the right solutions 
had to come from the advanced class, from the international 
working-class movement. And the Communist International, 
which stored up the best experience of that movement, its think¬ 
ing and its creative energy, fulfilled its task well. Now, look¬ 
ing bad; over the past five decades, there is good reason to say 
that the Comintern provided the right answers to all the fun¬ 
damental problems that confronted the world between the two 
world wars. This is true with regard to the fight for socialism 
and national liberation, and the fight against fascism and im¬ 
perialist war. The answers provided by the Comintern to these 
problems furthered social progress, a cardinal shift favouring 
the anti-imperialist forces, the new society, socialism, a new 
kind of relationship between the peoples. 

The fundamental problem of the 20th century is that of the 
transition of society to socialism. The post-October era is one 
of social revolutions, bringing deliverance from all forms of 
exploitation and oppression. And the Comintern rendered the 
movement an invaluable service by providing a profound 
analysis of the historical significance of the October Revolution, 
of the socialism that came into being in Russia and paved the 
way to socialism in the rest of the world. 

The Communist International generalised the experience of 
the first dictatorship of the proletariat and its guiding force, 
the Leninist party. The Soviet state changed the content of con¬ 
temporary history. Since its appearance, the theses of the 6th 
Comintern Congress stressed, “the main contradiction dividing 
the world into two camps has been growing, with the capitalist 
world, on the one hand, and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, with which are grouped the international proletariat 
and the oppressed colonial peoples, on the other” 10 . 

The Comintern saw the Soviet Union as the centre of the 
world revolutionary movement, its main base; it defined as 
its own principal international task to safeguard the first work- 

10 Comintern in Documents, pp. 793-794, in Russian. 
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ers’ state. When the imperialist powers organised provocations 
against the Soviet Republic, the Comintern countered by rally¬ 
ing the workers and the people in the capitalist countries in 
support of the USSR. This inhibited the aggressive sallies of 
the imperialists. For this reason, Soviet Communists will always 
cherish the international solidarity of the Comintern and ail its 
sections in the common cause of defending the first socialist 
state. 

The Communist International held that building socialism 
in the USSR was not merely the general task of the Soviet 
people, but a decisive factor in the common world-wide revo¬ 
lutionary struggle. That is why it supported the Soviet Com¬ 
munist Party in combating Trotskyism, which tried to belittle 
the international revolutionary impact of the socialist construc¬ 
tion in the Soviet Union and even denied the possibility of 
socialism winning in that country. The Seventh extended meet¬ 
ing of the Comintern’s Executive Committee (1926) denounced 
the Trotsky-Zinoviev bloc, rejected the charges of “national 
exclusiveness” which the Trotskyites had levelled against 
Lenin’s party, and declared that the latter had “in all its past 
and present work proved by deed as well as word that it is 
an internationalist party, offering splendid examples of inter¬ 
nationalism”. The Executive Committee noted that the Com¬ 
munist Party of the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks) is conducting 
the policy of building socialism quite correctly, being con¬ 
vinced that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has in the 
country ‘everything necessary in sufficient quantity’ for build¬ 
ing a fully socialist society 11 . 

Refuting the anti-Leninist Trotskyite views was vital to 
strengthening the fraternal parties and for a correct revolu¬ 
tionary line in the world Communist movement. The young 
Communist parties could hardly have coped with the danger 
of Trotskyism without the Communist International. 

In the fight against the Right deviation and the attendant 
trend towards capitalist restoration, the Comintern likewise 
ranged itself alongside the Soviet Communist Party. Every 

11 Comintern in Documents, p. 680, in Russian. 
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departure from the working-class line in matters of govern¬ 
ment and every reconciliation with ideologically alien views 
constituted a grave danger to socialism in the Soviet Union and 
to the gains of Soviet power: the working class and its Marxist- 
Leninist party could have lost the leading position, and the 
tempo needed at the time for the Soviet Union to fulfil its 
international revolutionary mission could have slackened. And 
the Communist International, through joint effort, eliminated 
that dangerous deviation from the Leninist course in the world 
Communist movement. 

The victory of socialism in the USSR was a powerful factor 
stimulating the process of proletarian revolution in the rest of 
the world. A new world balance of class forces set in, apropos 
of which the Seventh Congress of the Comintern said in a reso¬ 
lution: 

"‘The victory of socialism, which has turned the USSR into 
a force bringing into motion large sections of people, classes, 
nations and states, has produced a new significant change in 
the world balance of class forces in favour of socialism, against 
capitalism; this is the beginning of a new phase in the growth 
of the proletarian world revolution”. That prediction materia¬ 
lised after the war when the balance of forces changed con¬ 
clusively, stimulating the growth of the world revolutionary 
movement. 

The Comintern linked the experience of the first victorious 
dictatorship of the proletariat with the world revolutionary 
movement. That redounds to its credit. For it showed that the 
solidarity of the first proletarian dictatorship, the revolutionary 
workers movement in the capitalist countries and the national 
liberation movement constituted a force capable of breaking 
and vanquishing the system of imperialist domination. 

As early as 1915 Lenin had expressed the view that “the 
revolution may and probably will consist of many years of 
fighting, of several periods of onslaught with intervals of 
counter-revolutionary convulsions of the bourgeois system” 12 . 

The Comintern translated this idea into the practical lan- 

12 Coll. Works, Vol. 21, p. 339. 
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guagc of party strategy and tactics in the post-October con¬ 
ditions. When the revolutionary wave of 1917-1923 subsided, 
the young Communist movement, equipped with Leninism, did 
not fall prey to despair. The Comintern enabled it to retain 
its sense of perspective, showing it the essence and methods of 
preparing for a resumption of class battles. 

The theses of the 14th Soviet Communist Party Conference 
on issues that arose in connection with the work of the 5th 
extended meeting of the Comintern’s Executive Committee 
pointed out that although the course of the world revolution 
was much slower than earlier expected, the victory of social¬ 
ism in the USSR was an established fact and the possibilities 
of the movement in other countries were quite realistic. 

In the early years of the Comintern Lenin had advanced the 
idea that in the West the revolution would be more difficult 
to begin than it had been in Russia, but that there it would be 
easier to carry forward. This idea lent impetus to conclusions 
concerning the transition to socialism in the developed capital¬ 
ist countries which the Comintern helped disseminate in the 
labour movement of Europe and North America. Nor did it 
simply pass on “prescriptions” for preparing the revolution 
based on the Russian experience; it elucidated the essential 
features of Leninism precisely as a generalisation of the experi¬ 
ence of the international working-class movement and showed 
how to use this experience in the developed capitalist countries 
where conditions were entirely unlike Russia’s. 

The discussion that raged in the twenties over what was a 
“revolutionary situation” concerned a matter that transcended 
pure theory. It had a bearing on political practice. The work¬ 
ing-class movement had learned from experience that material 
preconditions were not enough, that the determination, courage 
and will of the vanguard were not enough, to carry out a social 
revolution. Essential subjective and objective factors were 
needed, creating a situation of national crisis. The Comintern 
warned the parties against waiting passively for the revolution 
to break out, on the one hand, and against “pushing” it artifi¬ 
cially, on the other. It impressed on the parties the science and 
art of defeating the class enemy. 
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From the Comintern the Communists learned the importance 
of long-term, painstaking work, rallying the forces for the 
political army of the socialist revolution at a time when no 
revolutionary situation existed, and the importance of an offen¬ 
sive and at once of varied action when the revolutionary situa¬ 
tion appeared. By its persevering activity, the Comintern 
helped to weed out the doctrinaire approach and showed how 
theory should be translated into practice, verifying it and cor¬ 
recting it in the heat of the class struggle. It showed, too, that 
current economic and political tasks should be linked directly 
with the ultimate socialist aims of the working class. 

The Communist movement and the International provided 
a correct solution for the urgent problems of the colonial 
peoples facing the world in the new epoch. Awakened by the 
October Revolution, the peoples in the colonial countries went 
into action on an unprecedented scale. It was, therefore, 
essential to chart the way this national-liberation struggle 
should follow and to define its place in the world revolu¬ 
tionary process. 

The opportunist leaders of the Second International de¬ 
preciated the significance of the national liberation movement 
in the colonies and dependent countries. Kautsky arrogantly 
remarked that it had nothing in common with the socialist 
struggles of the workers. 

Lenin exposed the class roots of this attitude, showing that 
the contempt in which the reformists held the national libera¬ 
tion movement, that important factor of the revolution, was a 
concomitant of their retreat to bourgeois positions. That was 
why, Lenin stressed, Social-Democratic leaders “overlooked” 
the basically novel role of that movement in the new epoch. 
“In the impending decisive battles in the world revolution,” he 
predicted, “the movement of the majority of the population 
of the globe, initially directed towards national liberation, will 
turn against capitalism and imperialism and will, perhaps, play 
a much more revolutionary part than we expect” 13 . 

Acting on Lenin’s idea, the Communist International kept 

,3 Coll. Works, Voi. 32, p. 482. 
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the national liberation movement within its vision at all times. 
Its problems were invariably discussed at Comintern con¬ 
gresses, and were often posed at meetings of the Executive Com¬ 
mittee. The resolution of the Fifth Comintern Congress pointed 
out that the national liberation movement was “one of the 
principal components of the great liberation movement that 
can alone accomplish the revolution on a world scale, as well 
as in Europe” 14 . 

The Comintern dealt with the national-colonial problem in 
the context of the worker-peasant alliance on an international 
scale. And it did everything to channel into a single anti- 
imperialist stream the revolutionary workers’ struggle in the 
developed capitalist countries and the national liberation 
struggle of the oppressed peoples. 

The weakness of the national liberation revolution, the 
Comintern noted, lay in the “inconsistency between the objec¬ 
tive revolutionary situation and the weakness of the subjective 
factor”, 15 that is, the absence of Communist parties in that part 
of the world. The International did its utmost, therefore, to 
help organise a Communist movement in the colonial and 
dependent countries. 

For example, the Comintern staunchly supported the revolu¬ 
tionary movement in China. Its representatives, who came to 
Shanghai in 1920, were instrumental in establishing the first 
Communist circles and then in compounding the separate 
groups into a political party. With their help the Hsincbingnien , 
a democratic revolutionary journal appearing since 1915, be¬ 
came a Communist publication in 1920. The Comintern helped 
train revolutionary cadres for the Chinese Communist Party. 
The works of Marx and Lenin were first published in Chinese 
with Comintern aid, facilitating the spread of Marxism-Lenin¬ 
ism in China. That the Marxist-Leninist teaching fused with the 
revolutionary movement of the Chinese workers at that time 
is due in no small measure to these efforts. 

The Executive Committee of the Comintern and its commis- 


[ ' 1 Comintern in Documents, p. 411, in Russian. 
15 Comintern in Documents, p. 856, in Russian. 
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sions studied the situation in China methodically, probing all 
the twists and turns of the Chinese revolution and rendering 
it ever>' possible aid. It was with direct Comintern help and 
that of its various sections that a mass movement was initiated 
in 1925, particularly in the USSR, France, Germany, the 
United States, Britain, Austria, Japan, Czechoslovakia, Korea, 
Italy, Egypt and Turkey, under the slogan “Hands off China I” 
No international political force, apart from the Communist 
International, extended any support to the Chinese revolution. 

India is another example of how the Comintern helped the 
Communist movement in the Eastern countries. It was with 
Comintern aid that Indian Marxists charted the course of the 
national liberation and worker-peasant movement. The Com¬ 
intern assisted in the dissemination of Marxist-Leninist ideas 
in India. Lenin and the Comintern oriented the Indian Com¬ 
munists on co-operating with the national revolutionary forces, 
on promoting a united anti-imperialist front. 

Marxist-Leninist parties appeared at the time in many other 
Asian and a number of African countries, later playing a 
prominent part in the national liberation revolution and in 
liberating their countries from the colonial yoke. 

The Communist International declared war on colonialism. 
Throughout its history it consistently defended the rights of 
the colonial peoples, exposing the colonialists, helping those 
who had risen against colonial oppression. Speaking at the 
Second Congress of Communist Organisations of the East in 
1919, Lenin said: “The civil war of the working people against 
the imperialists and exploiters in all the advanced countries 
is beginning to be combined with national wars against inter¬ 
national imperialism. That is confirmed by the course of the 
revolution, and will be more and more confirmed as time 
goes on. It will be the same in the East.” Then, addressing 
the masses in the colonial and dependent countries, he added: 

In the revolutionary struggle, in the revolutionary movement 
you will be called upon to play a big part and to merge with 
our struggle against international imperialism 16 . The “twenties” 

16 Coll. Works, Vol. 30, pp. 159 and 160. 
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and “thirties” were highlighted by the liberation struggle of 
the oppressed colonial and dependent peoples. The Comintern 
gave every possible aid to the people of Morocco in 1923-26, 
to the militant actions of Syrian patriots in 1925-27, to the 
revolutionary movements in the Latin American countries, and 
to the risings in the provinces of India and Burma. In Novem¬ 
ber 1926, when a rising erupted against the Dutch colonialists 
in Indonesia, the Comintern organised a solidarity movement 
and denounced the butchers of the Indonesian people. In 1927- 
35 the Comintern supported and helped the Anti-Imperialist 
League, a united front organisation of various anti-imperialist 
forces. 

Acting on Lenin’s counsel, the International assessed the 
prospects of the national liberation movement in the context 
of its alliance with the socialist state and the world proletariat. 
In the new' era a realistic possibility of a non-capitalist way 
appeared for the oppressed countries. “With the aid of the 
proletariat of the advanced countries,” Lenin told the Second 
Congress of the Comintern, “backward countries can go over 
tb the Soviet system and, through certain stages of develop¬ 
ment, to communism, without having to pass through the 
capitalist stage” 17 . Acting on this idea, the Communist parties 
laid the foundation for the alliance of the national liberation 
movement with victorious socialism and the workers of the 
world which, after the Second World War, brought an end to 
the colonial system, paving the way to the solution of one of 
the main problems of our time: the national and social eman¬ 
cipation of imperialist-dominated peoples. 

The Comintern devoted itself to advancing the movement 
in the Latin American countries, centring its efforts on the 
ideological education of Party cadres. And it was under the 
auspices of the Comintern that the Communist parties of Latin 
America gathered for their first regional conference. 

The problem of war and peace has persisted throughout the 
20th century. 

The scale and the appalling consequences of the first ira- 
17 Coll. Works, Vol. 31, p. 244. 
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perialist world war showed that anti-war action was an 
essential factor of social progress, of developing the revolu¬ 
tionary movement. And from the very beginning of the Com¬ 
munist International showed a keen awareness of this prob- 
lem. 

It is to the credit of the Communist movement, of the Inter¬ 
national, that it associated the conditions and the possibilities 
of combating the danger of imperialist war in the new era with 
the existence of the Soviet Union as a decisive factor for 
peace. Hence the Communist parties firmly opposed fatalistic 
views on the matter of war and peace. The decisions of the 
Sixth Congress noted that the “opportunities for combating 
war had increased”, that they were now “much more favour¬ 
able than in 1914” 18 . And the documents of the Seventh Con¬ 
gress contained the judgement that in the new situation, given 
certain conditions, war could be not only delayed but entirely 
averted. 

The Comintern conducted world-wide propaganda and ex¬ 
tensive political work, organising the masses for the fight 
against a new imperialist world war and inferred, rightly, that 
the successful building of socialism in the Soviet Union had 
a decisive bearing on strengthening that chief base of the policy 
of peace. “The only country wholly and consistently pursuing 
a policy of peace is the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics,” 
the decisions of the Fifth Congress said. 

The Comintern worked for the broadest possible front of 
the democratic anti-war forces championing peace. As early 
as 1922, its Fourth Congress called on all Social-Democrats, 
the trade unions of all countries, to act in concert against 
capitalism’s offensive and the danger of another war. 

At the same time, the Comintern stressed that the policy of 
peace pursued by the Soviet state was closely linked with its 
revolutionary role in international affairs. When the Trotsky- 
ites tried to malign the peace policy of the USSR, which they 
slanderously described as a departure from the tasks of the 
world revolution, the Comintern rejected their specious charge 

18 Comintern in Documents, p. 809. 
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and demonstrated the revolutionary importance of Soviet 
foreign policy. “The peace policy of the workers’ state,” the 
decisions of the Sixth Congress noted, “yields no evidence 
whatsoever that Soviet power has become reconciled to capi¬ 
talism. ... What the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics has 
consistently pursued since the October Revolution is a dif¬ 
ferent-and, moreover, in the present circumstances more 
favourable-form of struggle against capitalism.” 

In the “thirties”, at a highly responsible time in history when 
the immediate danger of a second world war appeared due to 
the rise of fascism in Germany, the Comintern advocated an 
effective programme for eliminating the war danger. The world 
Communist movement alone was able to grasp the magnitude 
of the danger, unerringly to pinpoint its source and suggest a 
concrete plan of action based on the idea of a common anti¬ 
war front. The Comintern sounded the alarm; it called on the 
working people everywhere to act in unison against the threat of 
war implicit in German fascism. What is more, it worked out 
a comprehensive programme of anti-war activity. The leading 
bodies and the sections of the Comintern and all Communists 
spared no effort in rallying the masses against the warmakers- 
the German and Italian fascists, and the Japanese militarists; 
they spared no effort in denouncing the criminal Munich policy, 
and they campaigned for joint anti-war action by organisations 
and trends of different political shades. 

The Communist movement and the Comintern did every¬ 
thing in their power to avert a Second World War. They 
thereby demonstrated their clear understanding of the world 
situation and their readiness faithfully and vigorously to up¬ 
hold the peoples’ interests. And when war eventually broke 
out, the Communist parties made the biggest and the decisive 
contribution to the defeat of those who had unleashed it. The 
brunt of the burden in this costliest of all wars fell to the 
Soviet people, to the land of the October Revolution-3,500,000 
Soviet Communists gave their lives on the battlefronts. In 
Poland, Denmark, Norway, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Greece, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, China, 
Korea and other countries Communists were the motive force 
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of the Resistance; they acted as organisers of the gucriilla 
movements. The Communist parties, acting as the national 
vanguard, set an example of blending the fight for the work¬ 
ers’ socialist interests with the national interests of their 
countries. In the conditions of World War II they set an 
example of internationalism in action. Their prestige and their 
membership grew immensely during these trying years, a sure 
indication of their dedication and of their activity. Some of 
the parties increased their ranks manyfold in the brief span of 
two or three years to reach total memberships of between 
100,000 and more than 500,000. Some of the parties were able 
to lead the working class and people on to the pathway of 
socialist reconstruction. 

Now in a state of general crisis, capitalism confronted man¬ 
kind with the prospect of losing its earlier humanistic and 
democratic gains. And the deeper the crisis became, the clearer 
were the peoples faced with the menace of fascism. The Com¬ 
intern was the first to draw attention to this, the first to dis¬ 
close the substance of fascism and propose practical methods 
of combating it. The great sendee it rendered in the mortal 
battle against nazism and fascism is firmly engraved in the 
peoples’ memory. 

In 1922, when Mussolini came to power in Italy, the question 
of combating fascism was on the agenda of the Fourth Com¬ 
intern Congress. In his report to that Congress, Lenin urged 
the Communists to draw the necessary lessons from the Italian 
events, emphasising that anti-fascist struggle was now coming 
to the fore. And from the very outset, the Comintern linked 
that struggle with the important part democratic freedoms 
played in the development of the revolutionary workers 
movement, and with the need to strengthen, on this basis, 
mass class alliances. 

The Fourth Congress declared that the fight against fascism 
was not only a national task of the Italian workers. In a call 
addressed to them in January 1923, the Executive Committee 
of the Comintern declared: “In resisting Italian fascism, you 
are fighting for your freedom ..and at the same time you 
are fighting to prevent the “reign of terror and murder in Italy 
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from spreading to other countries”. In August 1923, in a letter 
addressed to the Socialist International and to the Amsterdam 
Trade Union International, the Comintern and the Red Inter¬ 
national of Labour Unions clearly warned of the fascist danger 
in Germany. 

Analysing the processes at work in the world and generalis¬ 
ing the experience gained in the fight against the increasingly 
active fascist forces, the Comintern formulated-with due ac¬ 
count of the new devclopmcnts-a scientifically grounded 
definition of fascist rule as the naked terrorist dictatorship of 
the most reactionary, chauvinist and imperialist elements of 
finance capital. The advent to power of fascism was not merely 
the substitution of one bourgeois government by another, but 
the substitution of bourgeois democracy by an open terrorist 
dictatorship. This revealed all the underlying contradictions 
between fascism and bourgeois democracy and indicated the 
objective basis for a broad inter-class anti-fascist front. 

Neither the petty-bourgeois democratic parties, nor the So¬ 
cialist International theorists, nor the Right-wing Social- 
Democrat leaders could give a correct appraisal of the sub¬ 
stance of fascism and failed, utterly, to appreciate the danger 
it contained for the working people. They were so blinded by 
opportunism, anti-Sovietism and hatred of communism that 
they rejected out of hand every Comintern approach-and there 
were many-for joint action against fascism. 

But the Communist International worked perseveringly and 
persistently for a broad democratic alliance with which to 
counter fascism. In March 1933 in a call to the workers of all 
countries, it outlined a programme of joint anti-fascist struggle 
with the Social-Democrats, a programme of united action. The 
Communists initiated the European Anti-Fascist Workers’ 
Congress, held in Paris in 1933 at which some three million 
European workers were represented. 

The Comintern’s Seventh Congress, which was to become 
a landmark in the history of the world Communist movement, 
ushered in a new stage in the fight against fascism. It elaborated 
a comprehensive programme, based on a united workers’ and 
popular front, for bringing together all the democratic forces. 
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“The grave menace of fascism", it declared, “makes a united 
fighting front of the working class the mam and immediate 
aim of the international workers movement at the present 
stag e \ It can confidendy be said that had this programme been 
accepted and consistently implemented by all to whom it was 
addressed, fascism could have been crushed long before it 
plunged mankind into the Second World War. 

The Communist International and its national affiliates 
were the first to take up the fight against fascism. Everywhere 
Communists were in the van in repelling fascist attacks-spar- 
ing neither effort nor life, they fought fascism in the streets, 
in the factories and in parliament. And one of the Comintern's 
finest representatives, Georgi Dimitrov, delivered a telling 
blow to fascism at the Leipzig trial. When the first big battle 
against fascism flared up in Spain, the Comintern headed an 
unparalleled international action, the International Brigades 
movement of volunteers who fought shoulder to shoulder with 
the Spanish Republicans. The Comintern was directly in charge 
of forming and equipping the Brigades and appointed its best 
forces to give them political and military leadership. Some 
35,000 volunteers from 54 countries fought in Spain. 

By the outbreak of World War II, the staunch Marxist- 
Leninist internationalists trained by the Comintern, were active 
in dozens of Communist parties united in fraternal friendship. 
They were courageous patriots, valiant fighters against fascism, 
for the freedom and future of their nations. Communist war¬ 
time policy and activity were crucial factors in the defeat 
of the fascist forces, achieved primarily thanks to the war effort 
of the socialist Soviet Union. A new chapter was opened in 
world history, a chapter of sweeping revolutionary change, 
prepared in no small measure by the Communist International. 


Ill 

The Comintern was able to provide answers to the new prob¬ 
lems posed by world development because it was itself an 
international organisation of a new type. Its very inception 
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was, in a way, the answer to an imperative need of the inter¬ 
national revolutionary movement, the leading force of our age. 

The Comintern was a genuine centre of collective Marxist- 
Leninist thought in which there was constantly generalised the 
common experience of the international working class and, on 
the basis of scientific analysis, political conclusions were drawn 
and immediately taken up by the proletarian vanguard for 
application in its day-to-day class struggle. 

The revolutionary work of the fraternal parties, their creative 
approach to the theory and practice of the class struggle, formed 
the very foundation of Comintern activity. New forms of strug¬ 
gle, new slogans, new tactical ideas, came to the fore. Faithful 
to the Leninist tradition, the Comintern carefully studied and 
supported the fraternal parties in their constructive approach 
to the problems of the day, generalised the achievements of each 
party and made them the property of all. Thus, reflected in the 
historic decisions of the Seventh Congress is the experience of 
the French Party, one of the first to elaborate and realise the 
popular front tactic, the Spanish Communists , initiative in 
building a political coalition of all anti-fascist forces, the Italian 
Party's policy of united action with the Socialists, the persistent 
efforts of the German Communists for a united anti-fascist front 
with the Social-Democrats, and the Polish Communist Party’s 
experience in rallying all anti-fascist forces. 

The Comintern cultivated in the parties the Leninist prin¬ 
ciple of democratic centralism, itself setting an example of its 
practical application. Its Congresses, plenums and numerous 
commissions met in an atmosphere of broad and free discus¬ 
sion, in which everyone could uphold his views, his own under¬ 
standing of the issues involved. Each party had the right and 
the opportunity to share in framing Comintern policy, and in 
defining its organisational principles. The documents show that 
the fraternal parties availed themselves of this. The devotion 
and self-sacrifice displayed by the Communists in carrying out 
collectively-adopted decisions are widely known and appre¬ 
ciated. There was not a trace of the blind fanaticism which our 
enemies delight in ascribing to us. There was, in every sense 
of the word, discipline based on consciously realised necessity. 
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on full understanding of agreed decisions and of commitments 
to fraternal parties. 

Ir\ the twenty-five years of its existence, the Comintern 
trained a whole generation of internationalist-minded Party 
leaders, a generation steeled in the struggle for the purity 
and creative development of Marxism-Leninism. Its leading 
bodies, genuinely internationalist in their composition, were 
representative of the best in the Communist movement of the 
time. The Comintern developed a galaxy of such sterling 
leaders as Georgi Dimitrov, Klement Gottwald, Ajoy Ghosh, 
Jose Diaz, Dolores Ibarruri, Marcel Cachin, Victorio Codo- 
villa, Vasil Kolarov, Johann Koplenig, Bela Kun, Otto Kuu- 
sinen, Julian Lenski, Wilhelm Pieck, Harry Pollitt, Luis Carlos 
Prcstcs, Sen Katayama, Wang-ming, Ernst Thaelmann, Maurice 
Thorez, Palmiro Togliatti, Tim Buck, Walter Ulbricht, William 
Z. Foster, Ho Chi Minh, Klara Zetkin and others. 

Large numbers of Communists from the fraternal parties 
studied Marxism-Leninism in Comintern schools-the Inter¬ 
national Lenin School, the Communist University of the Toilers 
of the East, the Sun Yat-scn University. These schools provided 
a sound ideological, theoretical and political traimng and were 
centres for the exchange of revolutionary experience. 

The CPSU Comintern delegation-Stalin, Zhdanov, Manuil- 
sky, Knorin, Piatnitsky, Gusev and others-played a big part 
in the fight against the Trotskyites and Right opportunists, for 
a correct Comintern policy. 

The Communist International rendered an immense service 
by preventing vulgarisation and distortion of Marxism by 
opportunists of the Right and the “Left”. 

The history of the Comintern and its Marxist-Leninist parties 
is the history of irreconcilable struggle against opportunism. 
“A necessary condition for preparing the proletariat for its 
victory,” Lenin wrote, “is long, persistent and relentless struggle 
against opportunism, reformism, social-chauvinism and similar 
bourgeois influences and trends, which are inevitable, since 
the proletariat operates in a capitalist environment”. 19 Without 

19 Coll. Works, Vol. 30, p. 275. 
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ideological and political victory over reformism and opportun¬ 
ism, Lenin taught, we shall never solve the primary historic 
task confronting the young Communist parties, the task of 
bringing the working-class vanguard to revolutionary posi¬ 
tions. But to achieve victory the vanguard must have the sup¬ 
port of the masses. Hence, Lenin’s irreconcilable rejection of 
sectarianism. Without overcoming sectarianism and Leftism, 
Lenin pointed out, we cannot solve our second historic task, 
leading the masses to new positions from which to launch the 
fight for the victory of the revolution. 

The Comintern waged a resolute fight against Trotskyism 
and contributed to its ideological defeat. Trotskyism injected 
into the Communist movement features totally alien to it-nega- 
tion of Party discipline, “freedom of factions”, refusal to 
reckon with majority opinion, “revolutionary” adventurism, 
with its preaching of export of revolution, and imposition of 
standard tactics regardless of concrete conditions. Trotskyism 
used revolutionary phraseology to conceal its true nature, i.e., 
capitulation in face of the difficulties encountered in building 
socialism in the USSR and in the class struggle in capitalist 
countries. 

True to Lenin’s behests, the Comintern predicated all its 
work on the understanding that the advance of the revolution 
required a bold approach to the new problems, ability to fore¬ 
see the outcome of its actions and to correct errors in good 
time. It developed Marxist-Leninist stratgy and tactics in line 
with the changing situation. 

For the young Communist parties the Comintern was a 
practical school of Leninism and political leadership of the 
masses. It taught them how to combine fidelity to principle 
with flexibility, thus helping the independent development of 
most parties in subsequent years. 

Communists, Lenin constantly emphasised, must soberly, fully 
and objectively weigh all the facts pertaining to the world 
economy and world politics and the class forces operating on 
the national and international scene. He warned, in the most 
categorical manner, against subjectivism and voluntarism. 

And he fought with equal vigour every manifestation of 


133 











I 

» i 

i ! 


passivity, insisting that Communist policy be based on a com¬ 
bination of “complete scientific sobriety in the analysis of the 
objective state of affairs and the objective course of evolution 
with the most emphatic recognition of die importance of the 
revolutionary energy, revolutionary creative genius, and revolu- 
tionary initiative of the masses 

The Comintern gave the parties practical help in mastering 
all forms of struggle, legal and illegal, peaceful and non¬ 
peaceful, parliamentary and extra-parliamentary. It taught them 
always to be prepared for abrupt change from one form to 
another, carefully considering opportunities for taking the 
offensive, but also the need for retreat. Comintern tactics were 
invariably based on unbreakable contact with the workers, 
on work among the masses. And the parties learned to master 
the art of leading the masses to revolu tionary positions on the 
basis of their own experience. 

The Communist International consistently upheld the eco¬ 
nomic and social interests of the working class and the working 
people generally and supported all actions to that end by the 
fraternal parties. During the 1929-1933 world economic 
crisis, which had such a crushing impact on the masses in the 
capitalist countries, the Communists initiated and organised 
mass strike movements and other actions in defence of the 
people’s vital rights. In 1929-32, there were about 19,000 
strikes involving 8,500,000 workers in 15 leading capitalist 
countries, and in all these the Communists were in the van of 
the struggle. 

The Comintern followed the rule laid down by Lenin never 
to eschew compromises dictated by a definite conjuncture of 
circumstances, but, despite compromises, to pursue and develop 
its revolutionary policy. 

Lenin taught us that a more powerful enemy could be defeated 
only by supreme exertion and by careful, cautious and skilful 
utilisation of contradictions within the enemy camp and of every, 
even the slightest, opportunity of winning over allies among the 
masses. 

20 Coil. Works, Vol. 13, p. 36. 
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The Comintern set the movement an unfading example of 
loyalty to proletarian internationalism and of ability to apply 
it in concrete circumstancs. In framing its decisions, it was 
guided by Lenin’s rule that the fundamental Marxist principles 
should be applied in a way “that will correctly modify these 
principles in certain particular , correctly adapt and apply them 
to national and national-state distinctions”. 21 The Comintern 
was intolerant of all manifestations of national egoism and 
resolutely combated attempts to counterpose national revolu¬ 
tionary tasks to the international cause of the revolutionary 
movement. 

Understandably, there were errors in Comintern activity. 
Thus experience was to show that its “social-fascism” slogan, 
i.e., that Social-Democracy presented the greatest danger and 
for this reason was singled out as the principal target-was 
wrong and, in effect, amounted to a theroretical justification 
of sectarianism. The call for a united front only from “below” 
likewise proved unjustified. There were cases, too, of the 
Comintern leadership incorrectly appraising the situation in 
one or another country or party and making wrong recommen¬ 
dations. In some cases its formulations on the colonial question 
were unclear or erroneous, notably on the attitude towards 
the national bourgeoisie in colonial and dependent countries. 
The Sixth Congress theses declared that “the national bour¬ 
geoisie plays no significant part as a force ranged against 
imperialism”, and suggested that “Communist Parties reject 
any bloc with the national-reformist opposition”. 

Unfortunately, the adverse consequences of the Stalin 
personality cult, accompanied as it was by a departure from 
Leninist norms, had their effect also on the Comintern, chiefly 
with regard to its cadres. It will be recalled that the CPSU 
resolutely condemned all manifestations of the personality cult 
at its 20th and subsequent congresses, and took measures to 
eliminate its consequences. 

In speaking of the Comintern’s errors and miscalculations 
we should bear in mind-not in order to “justify” them, which 

21 Coll. Works, Vol. 31, p. 92. 
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is not necessary, but in the interest of objcctivity-thc concrete 
conditions in which it had to operate, the complexity and vis- 
sicitudes of the political struggle. For instance, in reference 
to the formulation concerning the Social-Democrats, the fact 
should not be overlooked that most of the Social-Democrat 
and Socialist International leaders were avowedly anti-Com- 
munist and anti-Soviet. From the very outset they waged a 
frenzied campaign against the Communist movement and 
against the Soviet Union. They gave every support to Men¬ 
sheviks and the so-called Socialist-Revolutionaries who, hav¬ 
ing degenerated into tools of imperialism, resorted to the 
most unscrupulous methods in their fight against the Soviet 
Union. 

In power, the Social-Democrats were often no less zealous 
than bourgeois governments in persecuting Communists. 

The Comintern oriented the Parties on a critical attitude to¬ 
wards their work and itself set a model of self-criticism, show¬ 
ing how to rectify shortcomings and errors. A striking example 
of this was the Seventh Congress. It displayed a creative 
approach to Marxism-Leninism, boldly discarded obsolete 
slogans and methods, and condemned sectarianism in policy 
and tactics. 

During the years of the Comintern, the international Com¬ 
munist movement travelled a long and glorious path to be¬ 
come a potent world force. 

The Comintern played an effective role as a definite historic¬ 
ally determined form of organisational relations between the 
parties. But with the quantitative and qualitative growth of 
the movement, and with the increasing complexity of the 
situation in the various countries and internationally, the need 
for an international directing centre had outlived itself. The 
Seventh Congress instructed the Executive Committee to “base 
its work on the concrete conditions and features of each 
country and, as a rule, avoid direct interference in the parties’ 
internal organisational affairs”. The objective conditions of 
World War II necessitated still wider independence for the 
parties. Taking all this into consideration, in the spring of 
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1943 representatives of the parties agreed to dissolve the 
Communist International. 

In its last resolution, the E.C. Presidium paid tribute to the 
Comintern’s historic contribution to the world revolutionary 
movement and substantiated the decision to dissolve it in these 
words: ‘The wide difference in the development paths of 
individual countries, the differing, even contradictory, charac¬ 
ter of their social formations, differences in level and tempo 
of social and political development and, lastly, differing 
degrees of class consciousness and organisation of the workers 
determine the diversity of tasks confronting the working class.” 

The decision to dissolve the International was an act of 
political courage and foresight on the part of the Communist 
parties. It testified to their clear understanding of the new 
developments, their devotion to the supreme interests of the 
international working-class movement, and their ability to 
adapt concrete forms and methods to these interests. 

Now, half a century after the founding of the Communist 
International and a quarter of a century after its dissolution, 
in the light of the new events in history, we can see more 
vividly the magnitude of its contribution to the political his¬ 
tory of our times. Summing up its positive results, we can say 
the following: 

1. The Comintern advanced a political programme for the 
revolutionary refashioning of the world on the principles of 
socialism and communism. The first to analyse the general 
crisis of capitalism, it clearly formulated the fundamental tasks 
of the world working-class and Communist movement after 
the October Revolution. 

2. The Comintern helped forge the weapon needed to im¬ 
plement this programme-the revolutionary parties of a new 
type, parties of revolutionary thought and action capable of 
leading the masses to victory over capitalism. It developed 
outstanding leaders, organisers and theorists, many of whom 
were to become national figures and statesmen in the socialist 
countries. 

3. The Comintern delivered a powerful blow to the ideology 
and policy of social-reformism. It indicated the way to liberate 
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the working class from opportunist influence and made a signi¬ 
ficant contribution towards that end. It resurrected, consoli¬ 
dated and carried forward the movement's internationalist and 
revolutionary traditions. 

4. The Comintern helped to make Leninism the patrimony 
of the international labour movement. By analysing and sum¬ 
marising new experience, it creatively developed Marxism- 
Leninism, upholding its principles against Right and “Left” 
revisionism. It did much to popularise the Marxist-Leninist 
ideas in all parts of the world. 

5. The Comintern defined the general line of the Communist 
movement in a crucial period of world history'. It elaborated 
the movement's strategy' and tactics, closely related the fight 
for the workers’ ultimate aims to their immediate interests, 
thereby furthering Lenin’s idea of leading the masses towards 
revolutionary struggle. 

6. The Comintern posed, in all their magnitude, the problems 
of the national liberation movement, initiated the struggle 
against colonialism, theoretically substantiated the inevitability 
of the disintegration of the colonial system, and rendered 
inestimable help in founding Marxist-Leninist parties in colonial 
and dependent countries and helped to train their cadres. 

7. The Comintern expressed the fundamental interests of the 
masses and defended them with Leninist consistency and 
determination. It was concerned with the problems of the 
worker in the capitalist factory, the worries of the peasant, and 
of the men and women in colonial bondage. Unsurpassed in 
its understanding of the problems agitating the peoples and 
upon the solution of which their future depended, it helped 
them to find the correct orientation and weapons in the struggle 
for their vital interests. 

8. The Comintern mustered the international forces in de¬ 
fence of the workers’ revolutionary gains. The solidarity move¬ 
ments it inspired and organised-with the Soviet Union, the 
Chinese revolution, Republican Spain, the national liberation 
struggle-highlighted the immense significance of proletarian 
internationalism. 

9. The Comintern was the first to raise the banner of anti¬ 
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fascism, and by organising the International Brigades in Spain 
gave practical support to the early battles against fascism. It 
laid the moral and political foundations for the broad Resis¬ 
tance movement in World War II. 

10. The Comintern initiated the united anti-war front. It 
urged the working class, all working people and democrats, 
to bar the way to war and did everything in its power to 
prevent its outbreak. And when the imperialists unleashed the 
Second World War, the Communists proved to be the real 
patriots: the bourgeoisie had its Laval’s and Quislings, the 
Communists marshalled thousands and tens of thousands of 
figthers for national freedom, against Hitler tyranny. The 
Communist parties linked their fate to that of their peoples 
and led them in the fight to throw off fascist oppression. 

The Comintern laid the basis for the uninterrupted growth 
of fbe Communist movement , to become the most influential 
political force of our age . 

Relying on the support of the world’s first socialist state and 
on the profound internationalism of the Soviet people, in¬ 
grained by Lenin’s party, the Communist International 
rendered immense and valuable help to many fraternal parties. 
The life and freedom of hundreds of Communist activists 
and leading officials, and of thousands of rank-and-file party 
members were saved thanks to the efforts of the Communist 
International. After the defeat of revolutionary actions, when 
front-rank fighters and leaders faced imprisonment or even 
death, help came immediately from the International Labour 
Defence and other solidarity organisations and, when neces¬ 
sary they found refuge in the USSR. That was the case after 
the fall of the Hungarian Soviet government in 1919, during 
the fascist terror in Italy, Bulgaria, Poland, Yugoslavia, Ger¬ 
many and other countries, after the defeat of the Austrian 
proletariat in February 1934, of the Spanish Republic in 1939 
and, lastly, in World War II, when leaders of fraternal parties, 
rescued through the instrumentality of the Communist Inter¬ 
national, became organisers of the Resistance in their respective 
countries. 

No wonder world reaction had such a rabid hatred for the 
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Communist International, Moscow, and the Soviet Union. It 
is not accidental that the fascist plans of aggrandisement were 
clothed in “anti-Comintern pacts” and agreements for joint 
action against Communism. But the Communist International, 
drawing on the dedicated internationalism of the CPSU and 
the Soviet people, who were always prepared to come to the 
aid of working-class fighters and support their friends in every 
part of the world, acted as an inspiring and consolidating 
force. 


IV 

The conditions of revolutionary struggle have changed mate¬ 
rially in the quarter-century since the dissolution of the Com¬ 
intern. 

The trend, the rate and the scale of the deep-going changes 
during this period are largely due to the ever increasing role 
of the international Communist movement, its growing in¬ 
fluence on world development and its successes in the fight 
for socialism, national independence and security. And the 
movement itself, having undergone substantial change, has 
reached a higher level. 

The imperialist propaganda figment that Moscow determines 
the policy of the Communist parties, which, therefore, do not 
express the interests of their peoples, has been fully exposed 
in these past years. From the earliest days of the Comintern 
anti-Communist propagandists have alleged that the Com¬ 
munist parties, because they subscribe to proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism, have no national roots, cannot champion the 
national interests and, consequently, will never win over the 
masses. But now, for a quarter of a century with no Comintern, 
the Communist movement has continued to march from success 
to success. The Communist parties, by ably combining defence 
of their working class with defence of the common interests 
of the international workers’ and liberation movement, are 
gaining more and more influence. 

From the 61 parties at the time the Comintern was dissolved, 
the number has grown to 88. And membership has increased 
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considerably: to 40 million and more-13 times more than 
in 1939-in the socialist countries; from 500,000 to 2,500,000 
-a five-fold increasc-in capitalist Europe; from 20,000 to 
650,000-a more than 32-fold gain-in non-socialist continental 
Asia and Japan; from 180,000 to 343,000, pr nearly double, 
in the Americas, and from 5,000 to 60,000, or 12 times more, 
in Africa. 

Nor is it only a matter of numbers. Communist influence, 
Lenin pointed out, is much greater than membership. It is 
determined by the fact that the Communists are fighters for 
revolutionary change-that is why their ideas are gaining 
acceptance throughout the world. 

Membership growth should be seen in context with the far- 
reaching changes in the composition of the movement. In the 
Comintern days, only one party, the CPSU, was a ruling party 
and Communist influence was confined mostly to Europe. 
Today the Communists are in power in countries accounting 
for a third of the world’s population. Communist parties are 
active not only in the highly developed capitalist countries, but 
also in the areas of the national liberation movement. The 
movement’s international contacts and experience are far 
more extensive than those of any other political trend. This 
enables it to pose and to solve the problem of merging into 
a single stream all anti-imperialist forces and revolutionary 
trends. 

The rapid growth of the movement has greatly extended the 
range of problems facing the parties: from perfecting the 
socialist system and passing over to communism to the struggle 
against the survivals of feudalism, the mainstay of neocolo¬ 
nialism; from utilisation of parliament and other bourgeois- 
democratic institutions in the fight against state-monopoly 
capitalism to elaborating the methods of armed struggle, one 
form of which in some countries is guerrilla warfare. 

Naturally, this diversity of conditions and tasks calls for 
diversity of tactics. And this, too, is a criterion of the move¬ 
ment’s strength and flexibility, of its ability to solve the new 
problems arising out of social development and the old pro¬ 
blems of the class struggle in the new conditions. 
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The grave responsibility for the destiny of socialism, peace 
and humanity devolving on the Communist movement impels 
it to concentrate more on the common international tasks-avert 
world war, repel imperialism and its aggressive policy, assure 
international peace and security. And this necessitates co¬ 
ordinated action by the parties, their dose unity in face of 
the common foe. 

Since the parties operate under different conditions, dif¬ 
ferent approaches and differing viewpoins on particular issues 
are understandable. Some of the differences are transient, 
others are more persistent. But that should not impede joint 
struggle against the common enemy, for the common aims of 
the movement. 

Comrade Brezhnev, addressing the Fifth Congress of the 
Polish United Workers' Party, said: “The main thing is that 
the Communist and Workers' Parties, notwithstanding differ¬ 
ences on some issues, are searching for ways and means of 
extending international contacts and strengthening their unity 
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism. For our part, we have 
always found a comradely exchange of views to be useful, 
and we are always ready frankly to discuss issues with the 
fraternal parties. We are confident that closer contact and co¬ 
operation can resolve problems in a way that will promote 
international Communist unity. And this is only natural, for 
we share a common ideology, Marxism-Leninism, we have a 
common enemy, imperialism, and we are working towards a 
common goal, the triumph of communism". 

Proletarian internationalism is the prime determining factor 
of our movement s strength and the supreme expression of the 
political consciousness of the working class. The latter cannot 
perform its historic mission of abolishing, on a world scale, 
the last system of exploitation and of building the new socialist 
society without progressively implementing all the require¬ 
ments of proletarian internationalism, in which are blended the 
noble aim of the labour movement and the means of attain¬ 
ing it. 

That is why in their strategy and tactics the imperialists 
attach so much importance to undermining proletarian inter¬ 
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nationalism and replacing it by diverse forms of bourgeois and 
petty-bourgeois nationalism. The experience of recent decades 
has borne this out with the utmost clarity. In relation to the 
socialist community, the working class and its Communist 
vanguard in the citadels of imperialism, or the national lib¬ 
eration rcvolution-evcrywherc imperialism relics chiefly on dis¬ 
unity, on inflaming nationalist passions, on counterposing one 
nation and country to another, especially to the Soviet Union. 
These designs must be countered by joint action, and not only 
by the socialist countries, but by all the contingents of the world 
labour movement and above all by the Marxist-Leninist parties. 

In the present world situation, consolidating and extending 
proletarian internationalism is a key condition of social prog¬ 
ress and unity of all the revolutionary forces for a continued 
offensive against imperialism. 

The specific content of proletarian internationalism, in partic¬ 
ular the forms of international contacts between the parties, 
change from one stage of history to another. At present when 
there cannot be an organisational and directing centre for the 
entire world movement, it is most important to safeguard and 
strengthen proletarian internationalism in order to avoid 
serious injury to the movement and the cause of the socialist 
revolution. Closer proletarian internationalism is the most 
reliable guarantee against fragmentation of the movement into 
mutually-opposed national entities. This could have grievous 
consequences, particularly for the Communist parties in power. 

Internationalism implies joint action by the parties to 
further working class interests, oppose imperialism and its 
aggressive policies, and advance the cause of peace, security 
and socialism. 

Internationalism implies unity of the socialist community, 
with each socialist country discharging its internationalist duty 
to the full by promoting the construction of socialism and 
communism and pursuing a home and international policy that 
strengthens the socialist world system, the overriding factor 
of the modern revolutionary movement. 

Success on every front of the revolutionary and liberation 
struggle depends to a large extent on the cohesion of the 
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socialist community, its ability jointly to protect the socialist 
gains and present a united front to world imperialism. It will 
be recalled that this principle of joint responsibility' for the 
destiny of socialism and preparedness jointly to defend its 
gains, was proclaimed by the Communist and Workers* parties 
of the socialist community also in their Bratislava Statement. 

The international contribution of individual detachments of 
the revolutionary movement and the degree of their inter¬ 
national responsibility are determined by the concrete condi¬ 
tions of the world-wide class struggle. True to the principles 
of fraternal solidarity, the CPSU has throughout its history 
supported and assisted all Communists and anti-imperialists 
in their fight for social and national emancipation. It has al¬ 
ways been fully aware that each success of a fraternal party 
in the battle against our common foe, imperialism, brings much 
nearer the triumph of socialist ideas throughout the world. 
Accordingly, guided by the decisions of its 20th and subse¬ 
quent congresses, the Party Programme and the documents of 
the 1957 and 1960 international meetings, the CPSU has 
exerted every ounce of energy in the fight against imperialism 
in unity with all the Marxist-Leninist parties. 

True to the Leninist principles of internationalism, the Soviet 
Union is giving all-round support to the revolutionary move¬ 
ment in every part of the world. 

Aid to heroic Vietnam, revolutionary Cuba, the United Arab 
Republic, Syria and other countries ranged against imperialism, 
to guerrillas fighting against the Portuguese colonialists, and 
to many other revolutionary forces, is a striking example of 
fraternal support. 

It can be taken as a law of history that the stronger the 
Land of Soviets becomes, the greater is the measure of its sup¬ 
port and aid to the various detachments of the revolutionary, 
anti-imperialist movement. 

Internationalism signifies support of the national liberation 
movement and assistance to the newly-independent countries 
in consolidating their economic and political independence. It 
signifies solidarity and mutual support by the socialist com¬ 
munity, the international proletariat and the national libera¬ 
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tion movement. Internationalism signifies recognition of the 
world-wide relevance of Marxism-Leninism. 

Internationalism means defending and consolidating world 
Communist unity on the principles of Marxism-Lcninsm, 
resolute struggle against revisionism and sectarianism and all 
manner of other Right and “Left” factionalists and splitters, 
against nationalism and its infiltration of the Communist and 
workers’ movement. 

Internationalism presupposes an active and joint struggle 
by the Communists to prevent another world war, eliminate 
the imperialist war danger, relax world tensions, assure peace 
and security and peaceful coexistence of states with differing 
social systems. 

Internationalism is a potent weapon against all manifesta¬ 
tions of racial and nationalist prejudices. By raising the level 
of class consciousness of the workers and of all the oppressed, 
internationalism frees them from imperialist-inculcated illu¬ 
sions about “unity” of interests of bourgeoisie and proletariat, 
oppressors and oppressed, “class peace”, etc. Whereas prole¬ 
tarian internationalism cultivates mutual respect, friendship 
and mutual aid, bourgeois and petty-bourgeois nationalism 
fosters national egoism, a scornful and disparaging attitude to 
other nations and peoples, thereby fomenting national enmity. 
Imperialist ideology aims at division, enmity and disintegra¬ 
tion; internationalism aims at strengthening the bonds of 
unity, friendship and co-operation. In their theory and practice 
the Communist parties combine defence of the genuine national 
interests of their people (which has nothing in common with 
the jingoism of the ruling classes) with proletarian internation¬ 
alism. 

The sound internationalist policy of the Communist parties, 
above all those in power, is of immense importance for the 
Communist and workers* movement, indeed, for the future of 
mankind. This follows from the experience of the CPSU and 
of the socialist world community. Relations between capitalist 
states-and this follows from the very nature of capitalism- 
are based on rivalry, interest conflicts, imperialist expansion 
and domination of the stronger powers. In contrast, socialism 
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requires, and creates the conditions for, relations of a new 
type based on full equality, fraternal co-operation, mutual 
assistance and respect for sovereignty. A correct internationalist 
policy by the Communist parties of the socialist countries is 
a cardinal and reliable means of developing these socialist 
international relations which, by their very essence, rule out 
interest conflicts. Any departure from internationalism en¬ 
dangers socialist unity, militates against education of the 
masses, leaves the field open to nationalist sentiments and 
trends. Loyalty to proletarian internationalism is the earnest 
that socialist ideas will triumph, and socialist relations will be 
strengthened. 

It will not be an exaggeration to say that the future of 
human society depends largely on the internationalist under¬ 
standing and outlook of the masses. 

All this testifies to the immense importance of uniting the 
international Communist movement on the principles of Marx¬ 
ism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism, and devising 
the best forms of united action by the Communist parties. 

Today, 25 years after dissolution of the Comintern, the 
Communist movement is confronted with problems whose 
nature and scale call for a new approach, for new forms and 
methods of co-ordinating the fight against the class enemy. 

Joint international effort over the past 10-15 years for col¬ 
lective solution of outstanding peoblems has enabled the 
parties to elaborate practical methods of co-ordinating their 
fight for social and national emancipation in the interests of 
the working people, peace and socialism-meetings of Party 
representatives and international conferences. 

International conferences of equal and independent parties 
are a natural form of working out agreed positions on pressing 
issues. Obviously the object of each such conference should 
accord with the specific tasks of the moment, the urgent 
requirements of the struggle and the interests of the entire 
movement. 

The 1957 and 1960 Moscow meetings of the Communist 
and Workers’ parties played an important part in formulating 
common policy and elaborating new forms of international 
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contacts, and demonstrated a high degree of unity in resolving 
the fundamental problems of our time. The basic ideas set out 
in the documents adopted by these meetings have stood the 
test of time and revolutionary practice. Guided by these 
ideas, the Communists have made significant progress towards 
their goal of peace, national liberation and socialism. 

The value of such international meetings is fully evident 
today, when preparations for a new international conference 
are nearing completion. The forthcoming meeting will examine 
the most essential problem of all, the fight against imperialism, 
the part the Communists should play, and how to secure 
united action by the parties and all the anti-imperialist forces. 
The present complex and dangerous world situation impels 
the Communists to close their ranks, heighten their vigilance, 
rally the working class and working people generally in a broad 
front to foil imperialism’s aggressive designs. 

The CPSU regards the preparation for and the holding of 
the conference as the focal point of all our efforts to unite the 
world Communist movement. In common with other fraternal 
parties, we are convinced that the conference will furnish 
ample opportunities to draw up a programme of united action 
and will go a long way towards realisation fo the vast poten¬ 
tialities for an offensive against imperialism and reaction. 

In the 50 years since the Communist International was founded 
the world Communist movement has accumulated a wealth of 
experience. The lesson to be drawn from it is that the Com¬ 
munists have always and everywhere been victorious only 
when they acted in concert, only when they worked for the 
closest unity of their ranks on the basis of Marxism-Leninism. 


February 1969 




Great Leader of the Revolutionary Epoch 


In mankind’s history there have been many revolutionary 
leaders, who aroused the masses to fight oppression and tyranny, 
slavery and exploitation. Lenin’s strength and greatness lie in 
the fact that like no one else he succeeded in understanding 
the vital demands of social development at the moment when 
the conditions and premises were mature for socialist revo¬ 
lution. 

The name and cause of Lenin are inseparable from the Great 
October Socialist Revolution, which ushered in a radical turn in 
the development of society, the turn from capitalism, a system of 
exploitation and oppression, to socialism, a system of genuine 
freedom from social and national oppression. 

The force of Lenin’s ideas, the might of the Party and the so¬ 
cialist state founded by him and the impact of the revolution that 
triumphed under his leadership grow as time passes by. The 
course of historical development does not weaken, but enhances 
all that was started by the great genius of communism and pro¬ 
vides ever new confirmation of the correctness of Lenin’s 
thoughts and work. And this adds fresh strength to all the sup¬ 
porters of Marxism-Leninism. 

If in the image of Lenin as a great historical figure we try to 
single out the cardinal, most characteristic feature, it may be said 
that he was first and foremost and in everything a revolutionary. 
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His was the revolutionary spirit of a great fighter for the cause of 
the working class, of all working and oppressed people. 

All of Lenin’s work was an absolute expression of the principle 
that the end objective of the working class movement had always 
to be kept in sight in everything, big and small. He warned: 
“Nothing but disillusionment and unending vacillation await 
those who shun the allegedly one-sided class point of view” 1 . As 
a revolutionary, Lenin was irreconcilable to any kind of com¬ 
promise and at the same time he did not tolerate revolutionary 
verbiage. “Hysterical impulses are of no use to us. What we need 
is the steady advance of the iron battalions of the proletariat” 2 . 

The greatest master of the strategy and tactics of revolution, 
Lenin demanded that at every turn of events, at moments of up¬ 
surge and during forced retreats, the masses should be educated 
in a revolutionary spirit, that they should be prepared for revo¬ 
lutionary action. An intrinsic quality of the proletarian revolu¬ 
tionary and of the proletarian party is that a revolutionary policy 
expressing the interests of the working class is pursued under 
any conditions. This work, Lenin said, is never in vain and will 
repay itself a hundred-fold. If this work is not conducted “all 
minor gains are hollow vanities” 3 . 

Lenin frequently compared the revolution w T ith a whirhvind, 
which sweeps from its path everything that has outworn itself, 
everything reactionary, everything that hinders progress. But a 
revolution is not only an elemental force destroying the old sys¬ 
tem. It is a force that enables the masses and their proletarian 
vanguard to create a new social system with their own hands and 
intelligence. Lenin raised on high and all-sidedly substantiated 
the significance of the creative tasks of the revolution. 

His attitude to revolutionary science may be summed up 
briefly in the following formula: steadfastly uphold, defend and 
develop Marxism and ensure the link between theory and the 
practice of the revolutionary movement. Being the most consis¬ 
tent disciple of Marx and Engels and the truest and most pas- 

1 Coll. Works', Vol. 8. p. 24. 

2 Coll. Works, Vol. 27, p. 277. 

3 Coll. Works, Vol. 8, p. 427. 
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sionatc champion of the revolutionary science evolved by them, 
Lenin made a colossal contribution to the Marxist teaching, 
creatively developing and enriching it, and raising scientific 
socialism to a new and higher stage. Leninism is the Marxism of 
the epoch of imperialism and proletarian revolutions, of socialist 
and communist construction, of the emergence and growth of 
the socialist world system, of national liberation revolutions and 
the disintegration of the colonial system, of mankind’s transition 
to communism. 

As Lenin saw it, a consistently revolutionary spirit is insepar¬ 
ably linked with proletarian internationalism. 

The international character of Leninism derives from the very 
tasks of the working class movement, while the sources of this 
internationalism are rooted in the very origin of Leninism, which 
has absorbed the entire wealth of the preceding revolutionary 
experience of Russia and the whole world. 

Lenin’s teaching on the world revolution is the concentrated 
expression of his revolutionary, internationalist approach to the 
remaking of society. 

The international working class has made vast gains by fol¬ 
lowing the Leninist path. But the forces of revolution still have 
to tackle gigantic tasks. One third of mankind has been delivered 
from capitalist oppression. Two thirds arc in the non-socialist 
part of the world. The majority of the globe s population suffer 
from exploitation and oppression. Imperialism has at its disposal 
considerable economic and military power. Its resistance to the 
cause of social progress is not weakening but growing. That is 
precisely why the Leninist theory of the socialist revolution 
retains all its relevance today. Its strength lies in the fact that 
it has been tested in practice. Its victorious character has been 
confirmed by the revolutionary experience of the Soviet Union 
and other countries. 

The principal feature distinguishing the modern world revolu¬ 
tionary process is that there is a socialist world system which is 
gaining in strength and becoming the decisive factor of the devel¬ 
opment of human society. Lenin’s conclusion that in the course 
of the entire epoch of transition from capitalism to socialism 
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the victorious working class plays the role of vanguard of the 
world revolution has become an incontestable truth. 

The struggle of the two systems is the fundamental but not the 
only front of struggle against imperialism. The socialist countries 
extend the possibilities of the anti-imperialist forces. But the 
realisation of these possibilities depends decisively on the 
struggle of the working class and its allies within the capitalist 
system. 

The working class in the capitalist countries, which is fighting 
for socialism in the citadels of imperialism, ties down imperial¬ 
ism’s freedom of action against the socialist countries and the 
national liberation movement. It thereby renders considerable 
assistance to all other sectors of the world-wide revolutionary 
struggle. 

The vast scale of the national liberation movement has had a 
most substantial impact on the entire course of the world-wide 
class struggle, chiefly on account of the awakening and active 
inclusion of a large proportion of mankind into the anti-impe¬ 
rialist struggle. The emergence of revolutionary-democratic re¬ 
gimes, which have set the transition to socialism as their aim, is 
a fundamentally new phenomenon in world revolutionary prac¬ 
tice and a major gain of the forces of social progress. 

Lenin’s theory of the socialist revolution rests, as we all know, 
on an analysis of imperialism. 

Many people, including the theoreticians of the Second Inter¬ 
national, Hilferding and Kautsky, wrote about imperialism early 
in the 20th century. There w'ere correct observations in their 
works written in the initial period. But they lacked the most im¬ 
portant feature, namely, an understanding of the new processes 
from the standpoint of the tasks of the revolutionary struggle of 
the proletariat. On the other hand, Lenin’s creative analysis of 
the new processes in capitalism from the standpoint of prole¬ 
tarian revolutionary principles made it possible not only to up¬ 
hold the principles of Marxism but to develop them in keeping 
with the changed conditions. Nobody emphasised as forcefully 
as Lenin that the development of monopoly and then of state 
monopoly capitalism was already, in effect, a negation of capital¬ 
ism as a social system. At the same time, nobody pointed out so 
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forcefully as Lenin that the growing socialisation of production, 
the evolution of capitalism “into its higher, regulated form’ 4 5 
most insistently raises the question precisely of the revolutionary 
overthrow of this system and serves “as an argument proving the 
proximity, facility, feasibility and urgency of the socialist revolu¬ 
tion, and not at all as an argument for tolerating the repudiation 
of such a revolution and the efforts to make capitalism look more 
attractive, something which all reformists arc trying to do’X 

In the forty-five years since Lenin's death many changes have 
taken place in the system and structure of capitalism. But all of 
them confirm that Lenin’s teaching on imperialism is correct and 
are evidence of the increasing maturity of the prerequisites of 
revolution. 

Speculating on new facts just as in Lenin’s lifetime, the re¬ 
formists and overt revisionists have once again taken up the 
argument that the contradictions of capitalism arc now finally 
“coming to naught”, and that the task of the revolutionary over¬ 
throw of the old system is being removed from the agenda as no 
longer “relevant” to the features of the so-called “post-industrial 
society”. 

For Communists, on the other hand, the Leninist approach to 
imperialism continues to serve as a guide for a correct under¬ 
standing and accurate scientific assessment of the new phenom¬ 
ena and processes in the development of capitalism. It is this 
approach that permeates the documents of the 1969 Moscow 
Meeting of Communists. 

The Communist movement seeks to bring precisely this, 
Leninist understanding of modern imperialism to the largest pos¬ 
sible circles of workers and of working people from other social 
strata. A vital task of Communists is to expose imperialism, to 
show its vices vividly and convincingly, to expose illusions about 
the capitalist system. This is necessary as a means of shaping 
socialist consciousness among the masses. This is also necessary 
for the organisation of the day-to-day economic and political 
struggle. 

4 Coll. Works, Vol. 24, p. 306. 

5 Coll. Works, Vol. 25, p. 443. 
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The problems of the training of a mass political army of the 
revolution form a key clement of Lenin’s teaching on the revolu¬ 
tion and arc the object of unflagging concern in practice. In work¬ 
ing on these problems, Lenin all-sidcdly developed and enriched, 
in conformity with the new conditions, the Marxist teaching on 
the role of the working class as the leading motive force of the 
revolution and of social development as a whole. 

The revolutionary army cannot form automatically, this pro¬ 
cess cannot be expected to reach its consummation spontaneously. 

It is actively opposed by the class enemy, the monopoly bour¬ 
geoisie. This process is hindered by the split in the working class 
movement and by the contradictions between the proletariat and 
the non-proletarian strata, contradictions springing from the very 
existence of private ownership and the ideology conforming to 
it. Hence the enormous responsibility which devolves on the 
proletarian vanguard, on the revolutionary party. 

The masses can be roused for the struggle against capitalism 
and, all the more, for the overthrow of capitalist rule only pro¬ 
vided these masses (whether they are the working class or its 
allies) become convinced themselves, by their own experience, • 
that the question has to be resolved in a revolutionary manner. 
This means that it is of paramount importance that Communists 
should put forward slogans that explain to the masses the mean¬ 
ing of their own experience, teach them and stir them to action. 

Extremely interesting from this standpoint is a view put for¬ 
ward by Lenin shortly before 1917 in a polemic with people call¬ 
ing for socialism in isolation from the concrete means of achiev¬ 
ing it. Lenin wrote: “What is the aim of revolutionary mass 
struggle? ... ‘Socialism’ in general, as an aim, in opposition to 
capitalism (or imperialism), is accepted now not only by the 
Kautsky crowd and social-chauvinists but by many bourgeois 
social politicians. However, it is now a matter ... of the concrete 
aim of the concrete ‘revolutionary mass struggle’ against a con¬ 
crete evil, namely, the present high cost of living, the present war 
danger or the present war” 6 . 

In the developed capitalist countries the situation today is such 

6 Coll. Works. Vol. 23, pp. 153-154. 
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that socialism is, figuratively speaking, knocking at the door, but 
many people do not as yet realise it. Moreover, the processes 
which arc, in effect, leading to a growth of the objective material 
prerequisites of socialism arc being used by the bourgeoisie to 
spread a reformist consciousness among the masses or outright 
conciliation with capitalism. 

However, even where the broad masses arc not yet prepared 
for the socialist revolution, they show a striving and willingness 
to fight the monopolies, to fight the various consequences of their 
policies. If the party of the working class wants to head the 
masses and lead them, and help them in their action which may 
develop into a revolutionary struggle for socialism, those are the 
very feelings it must above all take into account, reflecting them 
in concrete political slogans. 

From this standpoint, Lenin’s conclusions about the inevitable 
drawing closer together, in the conditions of imperialism, of the 
struggle for the everyday socio-economic demands of the masses, 
and for democracy, and of the struggle for the socialist perspec¬ 
tive, thereby assume ever more pressing importance. Under state 
• monopoly capitalism even the “ordinary” purely economic de¬ 
mands of the masses are directed against the whole system of 
domination by the modern bourgeoisie. 

Within the framework of the struggle against the monopolies 
special importance attaches to democratic nationalisation, work¬ 
ers’ control in industry, democratic control over the development 
of the economy as a whole, and so on. Lenin allowed for, and 
believed to be realistic, the possibility of transitional measures 
and deepgoing democratic transformations in the struggle for 
the triumph of revolution. Lenin’s propositions were further 
elaborated, especially after the Second World War, by the activ¬ 
ity of the fraternal parties, which have accumulated rich expe¬ 
rience and scored considerable achievements in this respect. 

The Communists set the aim of winning all that can be won 
from the ruling class withing the framework of capitalism, of 
delivering the working people from war and preparations for 
war. But it is important that this should always and everywhere 
constitute an integral component of the struggle for the ultimate 
goal-socialism. This approach, while giving the working people 
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tangible results in terms of better standards of living and more 
social rights, fortifies their faith in the strength and effectiveness 
of the class struggle and at once heightens the prestige of the 
Party, confidence in it, and strengthens its vanguard positions. 
This approach extends the bridgeheads and the possibilities for 
the continued offensive against monopoly rule. 

At the same time, however, Lenin wrote: ‘The movement of 
the proletariat, by reason of the essential peculiarities of the posi¬ 
tion of this class under capitalism, has a marked tendency to 
develop into a desperate all-out struggle, a struggle for complete 
victory over all the dark forces of exploitation and oppression. 
... He who goes all out , who fights for complete victory, must 
alert himself to the danger of having his hands tied by minor 
gains, of being led astray and made to forget that which is still 
comparatively remote .. .” 7 

But how are these dangers to be avoided? How is the revolu¬ 
tionary potential to be maintained and developed in the masses 
even when there is no revolutionary situation, that is, in the con¬ 
ditions of everyday peaceful development of capitalist society? 

The experience of the CPSU and other Marxist-Lcninist par¬ 
ties shows: there is only one way to remain loyal to the revolu¬ 
tion and really to advance in any situation, and it is to attach 
paramount importance to developing the class consciousness of 
the proletariat and its independent political organisation ... 8 , 
whatever the political situation or outlook, whatever the political 
changes or crises. 

Lenin always stressed that transition to socialism could be 
carried out only through revolution, through an overthrow of the 
old capitalist order. The success of the struggle of the working 
class for the triumph of the revolution will depend on the extent 
to which the working class and its party master all forms of 
struggle, peaceful and non-peaceful, and are prepared for the 
most swift and unexpected shift from one form of struggle to 
another. 

Lenin’s approach to the problem of the paths of revolution 


7 Coll. Works, Vol. 8, pp. 426-427. 

8 Coll. Works, Vol. 8, p. 301. 
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was further developed in the documents of the international 
Communist movement adopted in 1957, 1960 and 1969. 

The armed way to power is necessary and inevitable where the 
reactionaries and the ruling class can effectively use force against 
the revolutionary movement. To be victorious, an armed uprising 
should take place in a revolutionary situation. The main condi¬ 
tion, is that the masses should favour a revolution. Without them 
it remains nothing but a putsch. 

At the same time Lenin attached much importance to the use 
of every possibility for peaceful takeover of power. This is pos¬ 
sible in the event of the bourgeoisie being incapable of prevent¬ 
ing it by using the army and the police. But he warned against 
the crafty tricks of bourgeois reaction, its resort to force, that it 
would try to stay in power in every possible way. 

Speaking of these two ways of revolution-the armed and the 
peaceful-it should be borne in mind that in practice neither of 
them appears in what may be called a pure form. The revolution 
may start out as a peaceful one and then grow into armed 
struggle. It may start with armed action and then be combined 
with peaceful forms. The development of the revolutionary pro¬ 
cess may produce new forms. 

In present day conditions, account must also necessarily be 
taken of the fact that external factors, that is, the world balance 
of strength, the possibility of support from the socialist world 
system and, on the other hand, the danger of imperialist export 
of counterrevolution, have a considerable role to play in deter¬ 
mining the concrete ways of revolution. Is it right to ignore, when 
speaking of the forms of future revolutions, such facts, for in¬ 
stance, as the existence of numerous US bases on the territories 
of other states, and the activity of NATO, which has blueprints 
for counterrevolutionary intervention in many countries? All this 
should be taken into account when organising the revolutionary 
masses for action. 

Lenin said that in politics one never knows for sure in advance 
“which methods of struggle will be applicable and to our ad¬ 
vantage in certain future conditions. Unless we learn to apply all 
the methods of struggle, we may suffer grave and sometimes 
even decisive defeat, if changes beyond our control in the posi¬ 
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tion of the other classes bring to the forefront a form of activity 
in which we are especially weak. If, however, we learn to use all 
the methods of struggle, victory will be certain, because we 
represent the interests of the really foremost and really revolu¬ 
tionary class” 9 . 

Working out propositions on moving from the old system to 
the new Lenin repeatedly pointed out that realisation of revolu¬ 
tionary possibilities depends decisively on the subjective factor, 
above all on whether there is a revolutionary party, a new type 
of party, a Marxist-Leninist party. 

The party as the vehicle of revolutionary consciousness, as the 
highest form of political organisation of the working class, as the 
standard bearer and vanguard in the class struggle against capi¬ 
tal, as the leading force and organiser of the masses in the fight 
for the victory of the revolution and socialist construction-all 
these propositions of Lenin’s have been fully borne out in prac¬ 
tice. In this connection, the most resolute fight against Right and 
“Left” revisionist distortions of the Leninist teaching on the Party 
is more important than ever. 

Purging the Party of opportunist elements is indispensable, if 
it is to play the guiding and organising role in the current class 
struggle and in the coming revolutionary battles. This process is 
under way. It will undoubtedly make for the strengthening of 
the positions of the Communist parties in the class struggle at 
home and of their international positions. Consolidation of the 
Communist parties and all round improvement of their work on 
the basis of the Leninist principles constitute a necessary and ex¬ 
ceptionally important element of revolutionary work in our 
epoch. 

Marx and Engels, on the strength of the experience gained in 
the revolutions of the 19th century, and especially the Paris 
Commune, arrived at the conclusion that the main instrument of 
transition from capitalism to socialism should be a new state 
power, whose essence they expressed in the historic formula of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. Lenin was faced with the 
question of the new power in the practical plane. What concrete 

9 Coll. Works, Vol. 31. p. 96. 
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form was this power to take? Lenin gave a practical solution to 
the problem for the first time in history. 

It was quite clear to Lenin that the new power must be strong 
enough to ensure reliable protection for the gains of the revolu¬ 
tion, and suppression of any attempts at restoration. 

It was quite clear to Lenin that the new power must be such as 
to effectively ensure the construction of the socialist system. He 
kept emphasising that a minority, one party or one class, cannot 
build the new society. This can be done provided the over¬ 
whelming majority of the working people are drawn into socialist 
construction. That is why Lenin saw the essence of the dictator¬ 
ship of the proletariat in pooling the efforts of all the working 
people, under the hegemony of the working class, in building 
socialism. 

Needless to say, revolutionary power is not an aim in itself. It 
is the means of transforming society on socialist principles. The 
experience of the USSR has shown that once socialism has been 
built, the dictatorship of the proletariat grows into a socialist 
state of the whole people in which the working class, led by the 
Communist Party, plays the leading role. 

In the present epoch, with the fundamentally new balance of 
strength, with the possibilities of the revolutionary contingents 
of the proletariat multiplied, the dictatorship of the proletariat 
may be exercised in diverse forms. But whatever the circum¬ 
stances, the experience accumulated by the Soviet power and the 
people's democratic states is of world significance and constitutes 
a contribution to revolutionary theory which is of universal value. 

In connection with the Lenin centenary, it is useful and even 
necessary to compare the “historical destiny” of Lenin's theory 
and practice of revolution with other concepts of world develop¬ 
ment, namely, the social-reformist views and practices of Right- 
wing opportunism, and also the Left-wing revisionist ideas and 
practices of petty-bourgeois revolutionism. 

Social Democracy promised the working class that it would 
lead it to socialism along “an easier”, evolutionary way, without 
upheavals and hardships of the class struggle, without violence 
and the dictatorship of the proletariat, above all through elec¬ 
toral polls and parliamentary activity. Many workers in the West 
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believed-and here and there even still believe-the Social Demo¬ 
cratic leaders and their theories. 

Lenin and the Comintern exposed reformism and explained 
that this way in fact leads to a repudiation of socialism. That is 
just what happened: first during the period of revolutionary 
storms after the First World War, and once again after the Se¬ 
cond World War. The defeat of fascism opened up vast pos¬ 
sibilities for the working class fight against the very foundations 
of the capitalist system. But the Right-wing Social Democratic 
leaders took another path. They hastened to jettison their old 
socialist promises, increasingly advocating preserving private 
ownership of the means of production and so-called free enter¬ 
prise. However, in no country, not even where the Social Demo¬ 
cratic leaders have been in office for decades, has the capitalist 
system been overthrown or socialism won. 

The Right-wing socialists have always laid claim to the role of 
“champions of democracy”, and on this plea attacked the socialist 
revolution in Russia and the construction of socialism in the So¬ 
viet Union. They told the working people that all problems can 
be solved through a “pure”, supra-class democracy. But nowhere 
-in no country-has bourgeois democracy liberated society from 
the domination of the monopolies and reaction, or has freed it 
from exploitation. Democracy in Europe was saved from the 
fascist dictatorship by the USSR, w r ith its new, socialist demo¬ 
cracy, which became one of the most important sources of its 
strength that ensured the rout of fascism. In this the Soviet Union 
marched shoulder to shoulder with the Communists of other 
countries, with all Resistance fighters. 

The biggest fallacy in Social Democracy, past and present, is 
that it has tried to do away with the problem of the inevitability 
of revolution and the overthrow of capitalism, to reconcile the 
masses to the existing system and to make them accept their con¬ 
dition. 

Criticism and exposure of Social Democracy, far from contra¬ 
dicting the tasks of the struggle for unity of action by the work¬ 
ing class and all working people, in fact spring from the need to 
clear the way to unity and overcome the obstacles thrown up by 
the Right-wing Social Democratic leaders. 
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As the 1969 Meeting said, the Communists attach primary 
importance to working class unity and are in favour of co-opera¬ 
tion with the Socialists and Social Democrats in tackling the 
tasks dictated by the vital interests of the working people. These 
are above all questions connected with the prevention of another 
world war, establishment of a system of European security, the 
fight against the threat of fascism, and support for Vietnam. 

The implementation of Lenin’s theory of socialist revolution 
has exploded not only the reformist approach to the solution of 
the cardinal problems of the new epoch, but also the Leftist, 
including the Trotskyite, approach to these problems 

Petty-bourgeois revolutionism has shown itself to be absolutely 
incapable of sustained, systematic, purposeful revolutionary ef¬ 
fort, and has proved itself to be extremely unstable and barren. 
Moreover, historical experience provides evidence that the revo¬ 
lutionary sounding phrase and the revolutionary stance are easily 
converted to docility, apathy and betrayal of the revolution. 

The present ideologists of great power, nationalistic, and split¬ 
ting concepts have advanced, in opposition to Lenin’s theory of 
revolution, the thesis of the “World Village surrounding the 
World Town”. In accordance with this theory, it is the peasantry 
of the economically underdeveloped countries, and not the pro¬ 
letariat, that is the leading revolutionary force and the vehicle 
of socialism. As for the proletariat in the West, it turns out to be 
“integrated” into the capitalist system and to have lost its revolu¬ 
tionary possibilities. 

Instead of the truly revolutionary task of bridging the gap 
between the economic levels of the industrialised and the less 
developed countries by creating conditions for accelerated eco¬ 
nomic progress in the latter, the idea is advanced of a levelling 
redistribution of wealth between the states, regardless of their 
social and political system. The extremist spokesmen of these 
views add to this various racialist propositions about the inte¬ 
rests of the white and the coloured peoples being fundamentally 
at odds. 

Their propounding of the destructive principle of naked 
violence alone goes hand in hand with the Bonapartist attitude 
towards the masses, and attempts to use military-bureaucratic 
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methods and realise hcgcmonistic aspirations. This is doing much 
harm to the truly revolutionary movement. 

The Leftist tendencies have been manifest in diverse neo- 
Trotskyitc movements, which also deny that the working class 
has to play the leading role in the revolution, and orient them¬ 
selves on students, unemployed, and so on. 

On the question of attitude to the gains of real socialism, this 
mainstay and main force in the world-wide struggle against im¬ 
perialism, all these tendencies have completely broken with 
Leninism and its line of developing the world revolution. By 
placing their stake on division and separation of the revolution¬ 
ary forces, by preaching nationalism they aim their blow against 
the main bastions of world socialism, against the Communist 
movement, thereby objectively becoming accomplices of reaction. 

The Leninist principled struggle against the Social Democratic 
and Right and “Left”-wing opportunist views and against the 
splitters and adventurers, against all those who try to push the 
revolutionary movement off the class, proletarian, path that has 
stood the test of life continues to be a vital task of our movement. 

In carrying on their revolutionary struggle in modern condi¬ 
tions, the Communists reckon with the fact that the bourgeoisie 
has learned some lessons from its defeats. It is using new means 
to cover up the sores and evils of the capitalist system. Its tactics 
have become more refined. At the same time, it is prepared to 
use any, even the most brutal, means to maintain its domination. 

In this connection some facts of the recent past deserve special 
attention. The tumultuous upswing of the mass movement in 
many capitalist countries over the last few years has drawn coun¬ 
teraction by the reactionaries. The power apparatus is clearly 
concentrating the means of direct coercion, with contacts between 
government and administrative organs and the military clique 
becoming ever closer, and repressive measures being applied 
with increasing frequency. At the same time the fascist and other 
ultrareactionary organisations, which operate with resort to their 
usual methods of murder, pogrom and intimidation, are stepping 
up their activity. This is fresh confirmation of the experience 
gained in the history of the class struggle which teaches us that in 
periods when the movement is on the rise revolutionaries must 
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be doubly vigilant and organised. Lenin taught us that ‘'the 
stronger the pressure of the oppressed classes becomes, the nearer 
they come to overthrowing all oppression, all exploitation, the 
more resolutely the oppressed peasantry and the oppressed work¬ 
ers display their own initiative, the more furious does the re¬ 
sistance of the exploiters become" 10 . That is why the revolution¬ 
ary forces and the Communist parties will be fully armed only 
when they firmly bear in mind this counsel of Lenin’s and pre¬ 
pare for resolute counter-resistance to the forces of reaction. 

The Meeting of Communist and Workers’ parties justly noted: 
‘The struggle against imperialism is a long, hard and strenuous 
fight. Tense class battles lie ahead and they cannot be avoided. 
Let us step up the offensive against imperialism and internal 
reaction. The revolutionary and progressive forces are certain to 
triumph." The way to victory is indicated by the Leninist theory 
of revolution. 

It is clear to Communists that those who accept the Leninist 
concept of the world revolutionary process and truly work to 
implement it must be internationalists. 

In our day, various concepts of internationalism have been put 
forward. But there is only one genuine internationalism, and 
today, too, it rests on objective criteria which close the door to 
subjectivism in interpreting this key principle. 

In our day, it is impossible to imagine a truly revolutionary 
strategy which was abstracted in theory and practice from the 
whole international situation, which failed to take account of 
such a factor as the socialist world system and was not oriented 
toward giving a decisive-ideological and political-rebuff to the 
attempts to undermine the positions won by socialism. That is 
why the consolidation of socialism, its defence and support is a 
key criterion of loyalty to proletarian internationalism in present- 
day conditions. 

Some people take this approach: what does it mean to defend 
socialism when there is not just one but several socialist coun¬ 
tries, with differences between them? One of the most important 

10 Coll. Works, Vol. 27, p. 465. 
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ways of defending existing socialism in fact consists in giving all 
possible support to the policy of bringing about the cohesion of 
the countries where the revolution has won out. The fundamental 
principles underlying such cohesion are well-known-they were 
collectively worked out by the Communist and Workers’ parties 
at their international meetings. 

The Leninist approach cannot consist simply in registering the 
existence of positive and negative phenomena in relations be¬ 
tween the socialist countries and confining oneself to wishes for 
a settlement of differences. It consists in active implementation 
of the Marxist-Leninist, internationalist line, which meets the 
interests of the whole Communist movement and constitutes the 
principled basis for overcoming the differences that arise. 

Equally, the Leninist approach to the defence of socialism 
calls for more than just stating difficulties, to say nothing of 
playing down the successes and experience of the ruling Com¬ 
munist parties; it calls for an understanding of the main element 
in the internal and international policies of the socialist coun¬ 
tries, of their internationalist line ensuring the consolidation of 
the positions of the whole world revolutionary movement, and 
the defence of peace and security of nations. The Leninist ap¬ 
proach demands unconditional active support for this policy and 
struggle against all that prejudices it. 

Leninists-internationalists must not forget the obvious facts 
indicating that imperialism is trying to encourage and stoke up 
nationalistic feelings, using them to fight the Communist parties 
and to sow strife among the socialist countries, and mainly to 
range them against the Soviet Union. It is generally known that 
our class enemy is trying everywhere to direct nationalism into 
an anti-Soviet channel. Our Party highly values the rebuff the 
fraternal parties are giving to anti-Sovietism, and their intoler¬ 
ance of this phenomenon in the Communist ranks. 

The internationalist approach also serves the cause of the 
working class where it is now faced with the tasks of winning 
power. For, after all, internationalism constitutes a powerful 
weapon for the ideological liberation of the working class and 
the working people from the influence of ideas which tend to 
penetrate into their ranks under the pressure of bourgeois poli- 
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cies and propaganda. Going along with the nationalist mood 
may produce a temporary effect, but is bound ultimately to do 
the Party immense harm if it takes an indulgent attitude to mani¬ 
festations of nationalism. It is fraught, especially when events 
take sharp turns, with the possibility that, instead of leading the 
masses, the Party may find itself a captive of anti-socialist forces. 

Lenin always attached prime importance to the effective and 
practical strength of proletarian internationalism. 

But what does it mean to act in accordance with proletarian 
internationalism? Does it mean pursuing a revolutionary line 
only at home, so to say, on a national basis, on the assumption 
that this kind of activity will automatically merge with the activ¬ 
ity of the other revolutionary contingents? Wc believe it would 
be wrong to narrow down the criteria of proletarian interna¬ 
tionalism in this way. One of the chief requirements arising from 
the Leninist approach to the question of proletarian internation¬ 
alism is voluntary co-ordination of action in the international 
arena. The documents and the platform for united action against 
imperialism, worked out by the 1969 Meeting of the Communist 
Parties, constitute the political basis which, uniting the fraternal 
parties, opens up vast possibilities for unity in the struggle of all 
the anti-imperialist forces. 

The Soviet Union’s transforming experience has for the first 
time brought out the general laws of social development in the 
transition period from capitalism to socialism and has helped 
evolve principles of world-wide significance. The triumph of 
socialism in the Soviet Union, the successful building of com¬ 
munism on the basis of the programme of the CPSU and the 
decisions of its 23rd Congress, the USSR’s economic and military 
might, the result of following the Leninist path, have played a 
historic role in the development of the entire revolutionary 
movement. 

The Soviet Union has helped in the establishment of the new 
system in the People’s Democracies and has safeguarded them 
against imperialist interference and intervention. With consider¬ 
able economic assistance from the USSR these countries have 
built up their own economy on socialist lines and achieved a 
tremendous upsurge of the productive forces. 
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The Soviet Union has helped to unfold the national liberation 
revolutions. As is well known it has, for example, acting on the 
principles of internationalism, helped progressive Arab states to 
withstand the onslaught of imperialism and safeguard the free¬ 
dom and social system, which they have chosen. The Soviet 
Union is helping to strengthen the political independence and 
consolidate the economic basis of young national states. And if 
today the imperialist tactics of local wars has proved ineffectual, 
as strikingly demonstrated by the defeat of US imperialism in 
Vietnam, this is due in no small measure to the state founded 
by Lenin on the basis of scientific socialism. 

The might of the Soviet Union serves as the decisive obstacle 
to the imperialist plans of unleashing another world war. As 
many Communist parties have put it on record, had it not been 
for the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, imperialism 
would have long ago plunged the peoples into the abyss of an¬ 
other world war. 

To the CPSU has fallen the task of being the first to tackle in 
practice the problem of relations between a socialist state and the 
revolutionary movement of the working people in the camp of 
imperialism, the problem of combining the struggle for peaceful 
relations with the capitalist states with the rendering of support 
and assistance to this movement. 

It is not necessary to prove that this is no simple matter, that 
it requires the skilful combination of principle and flexibility in 
politics. It also well known that the CPSU has worked consis¬ 
tently on this task. No interests of the development of relations 
with the capitalist countries have ever compelled the USSR to 
retreat a single inch from the internationalist Leninist positions 
of solidarity with and assistance to the other contingents of the 
revolutionary movement. 

We have full grounds for saying that in the international 
arena, too, the CPSU has always acted in a Leninist manner. 

The CPSU has steadfastly and consistently applied Lenin’s 
behests, even at the sharpest turns of history. It strives to keep 
abreast of living reality, creatively develop Lenin’s ideas in 
adaptation to concrete conditions at one or another sector of the 
revolutionary struggle. 


165 















Speaking at the Moscow Meeting of fraternal parties in June 
1969, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, General Secretary of the CC 
CPSU, said on behalf of our Party: “To apply a consistent class 
line, firmly adhere to principles, be flexible in tactics, consider 
the concrete conditions from every angle, to undertake bold and 
at the same time well-conceived actions, to be able to utilise all 
the diverse means of fighting imperialism-this is what Lenin 
taught us, and what we learn from Lenin.” 

By developing revolutionary theory in close contact with the 
practice of socialist construction in their own countries, and with 
internationalist policy in the world arena, the CPSU together 
with fraternal parties is consolidating Leninism as a really 
world-wide international teaching suitable for any conditions of 
the new epoch. 

In the address “Centenary of the Birth of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin”, 
which was unanimously adopted by the International Meeting, it 
is stated: “Loyalty to Marxism-Leninism, to this great interna¬ 
tional teaching, holds the promise of further successes of the 
Communist movement.” 

Speaking more specifically, what does this mean? What does it 
mean to implement Lenin’s teaching of the revolution in our day? 
It means fidelity to the revolutionary and internationalist prin¬ 
ciples of Marxism-Leninism and devotion to the creative spirit of 
this great teaching. It means a steadfast struggle for their im¬ 
plementation and, consequently, a constant enrichment of Marx- 
ist-Leninist theory with the modern experience of the class 
struggle and of the building of socialist society. 

To assist in the development of the world revolutionary pro¬ 
cess and implement a genuine revolutionary policy today means, 
first and foremost, to strengthen the socialist world system , 
which is the main bulwark of the international working class 
and liberation movements. Any retreat before imperialism on 
this issue, no matter what arguments are presented in justifica¬ 
tion, would, in real politics, mean substantially narrowing down 
the potential of all the revolutionary forces of modern times. 

To fight imperialism on every front , to make maximum use 
of new possibilities in this fight is a necessary condition for the 
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advance of the revolutionary movement, and this sets the duty 
of preparing the working class and the working people in 
general for revolutionary battles and using all forms of struggle 
for the victory of revolution. 

Cohesion round the working class of broad masses of work¬ 
ing people on a revolutionary platform is a necessary condition 
for destroying the domination of the monopolies, and a most 
important premise for the proletariat exercising state direction 
of the whole of society. 

Today, as in the past, to be a revolutionary and an inter¬ 
nationalist means giving all-round support to the national liber¬ 
ation movement . At present, the international aspect of the 
question of the working class’s allies is gaining in importance. 
Lenin’s behest about merging the struggle of the international 
working class and the national liberation movement in a com¬ 
mon tide of struggle against imperialism is becoming reality. 

In practice, the struggle to consolidate the unity of all the 
revolutionary forces leads to a merger of the national and inter¬ 
national revolutionary tasks of the Communist movement. But 
the Communists’ efforts in this direction will succeed only if 
the Communist and Workers’ parties themselves are united. 
The 1969 Meeting was an important step towards this unity. 

If the goals of the working class both within the national 
framework and on the international scale are to be achieved, the 
Marxist-Leninist party must be tempered as the political leader 
of the revolution. This tempering takes places in ceaseless 
struggle against every type of opportunism , both Right and 
“Left”, in struggle for the purity of Marxism-Leninism, for the 
spread of its principles among the masses and for improvement 
of the Party’s political and organisational work on the basis 
of these principles. 

Leninism lives in the constructive activity aimed at building 
the socialist, communist society. 

Leninism lives in the revolutionary struggle of the working 
class and national liberation movement. 

Leninism lives in the ideological, political and organisational 
work of the Communist parties. 


February 1970 




Under the Banner of Marxism-Leninism 
and Proletarian Internationalism 




Results of the 24th Congress of the CPSU 


The results of the 24th Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union continue to be discussed in every part of the world. 
It is no exaggeration to say that the Congress was the focal point 
of attention everywhere. Even bourgeois circles felt that they 
could not afford to disregard its decisions and important con¬ 
clusions. In the capitalist world, assessment of the Congress has 
become the subject of sharp ideological controver y. 

Many fraternal parties have passed special resolutions on the 
Congress or have in other forms expressed their approval of its 
documents and decisions. These are being studied in the socialist 
countries. In other countries-for example in France and Italy, 
India and the United Arab Republic, Britain and Uruguay, 
Chile and West Germany-the Congress ideas have met with a 
wide response from the working people. Congress reports have 
found a very wide readership. Mass meetings have been held in 
many countries. 

1 he unparalleled reverberations the Congress has had among 
wide circles of the world public are indicative of the apprecia¬ 
tion that CPSU policy, the orientation it gives the people’s effort, 
the course the Congress has charted out for fuller use of the 
country s growing economic and political might, is not merely 
an internal Soviet matter, but has more general, international 
implications. 
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Congress summed up a dynamic and eventful period, one of 
sharp confrontation of socialism and imperialism, in which world 
socialism strengthened its positions and won new opportunities. 
New gains have been made also by the other revolutionary 
forces of our time, the workers’ movement in capitalist countries 
and the national liberation movement. In these years the Com¬ 
munist movement took a long step towards unity, increased its 
vanguard role, sharply stepped up the struggle against Right and 
“Left” opportunism, against all anti-Leninist trends. World-wide 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the October Revolution 
and the Lenin centenary enabled all revolutionary forces, and 
primarily the Communists, to review the road they have travel¬ 
led, interpret present-day realities in the light of their accumu¬ 
lated experience and make a constructive contribution to 
Marxist-Leninist theory. The ideological and political campaigns 
conducted in connection with the anniversaries involved hun¬ 
dreds of millions and helped strengthen the positions of 
Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internationalism throughout 
the contemporary revolutionary movement. 

For the Soviet Communists this was a period that saw 
elaboration of an economic policy consonant with the require¬ 
ments of a developed socialist society and higher standards of 
economic management. Practice has proved the efficacy of the 
new methods in planning and stimulating production. The Party 
carried out far-reaching measures in agriculture, with the accent 
on creating stable economic conditions to stimulate farm out¬ 
put. This has considerably raised output and improved rural 
conditions. 

The Party has successfully tackled a number of fundamentally 
new problems posed by the immense scale of Soviet industry 
and the unfolding of the scientific and technological revolution. 
It has also introduced and tested new methods of leadership in 
which continuity is combined with innovation to produce a 
stable policy that further strengthens unity of Party and people, 
the moral and political unity of Soviet society and fosters a con¬ 
fident business-like atmosphere. In short, the results of this 
period have made it glaringly clear to the whole world that the 
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Soviet Union has created real and durable preconditions for a 
fresh powerful advance along its chosen path. 

The profound Marxist-Leninist analysis of the international 
situation contained in the Central Committee Report delivered 
by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, shows the growing strength of 
socialism, the building of a communist society in the USSR, the 
sharpening of all the contradictions of capitalism and the up¬ 
surge of the class struggle in this last exploiting system. 

The impressive revolutionary gains, both in the USSR and 
internationally, in which the CPSU played no small part, deter¬ 
mine the 24th Congress’s place in history, the degree and charac¬ 
ter of its international impact. 

/ 

The experience of history has emphatically confirmed what 
Lenin said in the early years of Soviet power: “We arc now 
exercising our main influence on the international revolution 
through our economic policy. ... The struggle in this field has 
now become global.” 1 Release of the constructive potentialities 
of the socialist revolution played a determinative part in the 
gigantic changes that have taken place in the world in the past 
decades. 

However, the continued growth of its economic might makes 
new demands on socialism, both of an internal and international 
character, determined by the nature and scope of the present- 
stage struggle between imperialism and the revolutionary forces. 

The economic policy problems of the socialist states are 
importantly related to the unfolding of the vast advantages of 
socialism, to maintaining at a proper level the material means 
needed to curb the forces of aggression and war, to the con¬ 
tinued development and strengthening of the international 
socialist community, and effective support to peoples that have 
chosen independence and social progress. Last but not least, 
they have a direct bearing on the international ideological 
struggle, now a major factor of world development. 

1 Coll. Works, Vol. 32, p. 437. 
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The 24th Congress ushered in a new major stage in building 
communist society. It formulated the main target of the five- 
year plan as a substantial rise in the people’s prosperity stand¬ 
ards, based on a high growth rate of socialist production, its 
higher effectiveness, scientific and technological progress and 
accelerated growth of labour productivity. This is the dis¬ 
tinguishing feature of the 9th five-year plan. 

Of course, even in the most difficult times in our country’s 
development the Party did everything within its power to realise 
the supreme aim of its economic policy, namely, satisfaction of 
the people’s material and spiritual requirements. But now we 
have the economic wherewithal directly and more fully to gear 
economic development to all-round improvement of conditions, 
without, however, relaxing attention to the growth of heavy 
industry, including its defence-related branches. 

Higher material standards are being achieved also through 
consistent implementation of a long-range integrated programme 
of restructuring agriculture along industrial lines, accelerated 
growth of the consumer goods industries and continued expan¬ 
sion of service facilities. And to achieve that, heavy industry, 
too, including its defence-related branches, will enlarge produc¬ 
tion of consumer goods. 

We envisage not only a further and substantial increase in per 
capita cash incomes, but also a very appreciable-40 per cent- 
increase in social consumption funds. This will mean extension 
of medical and education facilities and far-reaching measures in 
the social services to improve conditions for large and low-in¬ 
come families, working women, pensioners and students. The 
five-year plan assignments provide for continued expansion in 
housing, municipal services, town planning and for more general 
and cultural amenities. 

Marxists-Leninists are irreconcilably opposed to those who 
maintain that the material wellbeing of the working people is 
not needed for the development of the revolution and the 
triumph of communism, that it is a superfluous, even harmful, 
undertaking. But we also flatly reject the philistine “ideal’’ of 
complacent well-being compounded by political passivity. 

Together with a high level of consumption in the proper 
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meaning of the term, socialism develops the people’s genuine 
human requirements, socialist consciousness and culture, creates 
new moral values. The whole question of prosperity, the Central 
Committee reports stresses, has acquired a fundamentally new 
meaning: the purpose is to create conditions favouring the all¬ 
round development of the Soviet citizen’s abilities and creative 
activity. In this way, the essence of socialism is demonstrated 
more concretely and convincingly than ever before. 

That is the decisive difference between socialism and the bour¬ 
geois “consumer society”, the class purpose of which is to 
perpetuate capitalist exploitation and oppression and make man 
subservient to the interests of capital. 

The very content and social meaning of life is increasingly 
becoming an issue in the present struggle of the two worlds. That 
was eloquently expressed by Comrade Gus Hall in his speech of 
greeting to the 24th Congress: “New criteria are taking shape 
in the minds of millions in the capitalist world,” he said. ‘They 
enable people to compare the two world systems. ... The pro¬ 
gressive decay of capitalism reduces its ability to respond to 
human needs, and vital values are disintegrating. In contrast, as 
socialism increases its ability to satisfy man’s requirements, life 
flourishes ever more brightly.” 

Social life organised on scientific principles, progressively 
fuller satisfaction of material and cultural requirements, maxi¬ 
mum scope for the creative and spiritual potential of the per¬ 
sonality-such is the prospect, and it can be realised only in 
socialism. The 24th CPSU Congress will go down in history as 
an important landmark on the road to that goal. 

Simple reallocation of resources is not enough to assure stable 
and uninterrupted rise of prosperity standards and, at the same 
time, strengthen the base for continued growth of our economic 
and defence capacity. The Congress emphatically, and in many 
ways innovatively, posed the question of how to secure this. And 
the key to a solution lies in raising the effectiveness of social 
production through scientific and technological progress and a 
more efficient economic management system. 

The historic task set by the 24th Congress is organically to 
unite the achievements of the technological revolution with the 
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advantages of socialism. The Soviet economy has reached a 
point when high and sustained growth rates in production and 
living standards can be secured only through universal employ¬ 
ment of intensive development methods. This presupposes direct 
fusion of science and production to get more out of existing 
plant, with more emphasis on quality and the economic aspects 
of industrial operation. Such is the objective requirement of 
mature socialist society. 

In stressing the importance of perfecting the economic manage¬ 
ment system, Congress considered this a cardinal politico- 
economic problem rather than a technical or purely organisa¬ 
tional one. Comrade Brezhnev said in his report that it was 
essentially a matter of how best to organise the activity of society 
in accelerating economic and social development, in ensuring 
the fullest use of available possibilities, and in rallying even 
closer together hundreds of thousands of collectives, and tens of 
millions of working people round the main aims of the Party s 
policy. 

In perfecting the management structure, priority will be given 
to developing the theory and practice of economic planning, that 
central link in directing the entire socialist economy. Centralised 
planning is one of the greatest gains of socialism. And planning 
multiplied by nation-wide initiative is, properly speaking, the 
very substance of the superiority of socialist economics. Only 
within the framework of a uniform plan can we properly take 
stock of, correctly allot and use to maximum effect our available 
resources to attain scientifically grounded aims that accord with 
the people’s interests. 

The basic indicators of the new five-year plan, now~ widely 
known, provide for a substantial rise in national income, indus¬ 
trial and farm output, and real incomes of the people. These are 
balanced, realistic and achievable targets. 

Qualitative renewal and continued expansion of the Soviet 
Union’s economic potential, conversion of our huge economic 
structure into a better operating, closely co-ordinated mechan¬ 
ism, has not only important internal, but also international im¬ 
plications, of which the following should be especially noted: 

—tieing intensive technological progress to the socialist integration 
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process will provide better conditions for the development of 
each member of the socialist community, that prototype of the 
future world commonwealth of free nations; 

-wider perspectives will be opened for socialism’s advance in 
the world economy, for more effective international division of 
labour and broader co-opcration with countries that have chosen 
independence and social progress; 

-greater possibilities will be afforded for continued change in 
the balance of strength to assure preservation of world peace 
and foil aggressive imperialist schemes. 

All this will bring out still more saliently socialism’s super¬ 
iority over capitalism, will increase the impact of the socialist 
system on world development and strengthen the factors that 
attract to it everything progressive and freedom-loving in the 
world today. 

A cardinal feature of the course initiated by the 24th Congress 
is that the Party's economic programme is organically tied in 
icith the socio-political development of Soviet society at the 
present stage and with the continued convergence of the con¬ 
stituent classes , nations and social groups , with the working class 
retaining its leading role. Broad opportunities for activity by the 
working people, their increasing share in the functioning of the 
all-people’s state, more scope for the realisation of man’s abili¬ 
ties in inseparable unity of his spiritual interests with those of 
i society-in all these things socialism has already created for the 

working people conditions that are inconceivable in capitalist 
countries. 

The 24th Congress goals of continued perfection of the poli¬ 
tical organisation of Soviet society and the development of 
socialist democracy, are of fundamental importance both for 
communist construction in our country and for international 
development. That was emphasised by delegates from many 
fraternal parties. 

Our Party is doing everything to stimulate participation of 
work collectives in the management of their enterprises through 
Party, trade-union and Komsomol branches, production confer¬ 
ences and general meetings. But the Party holds that the leading 
role of the working class should not be restricted to these 
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primary production units. Accordingly, along with cultivating 
diverse forms in which the workers exercise their rights as 
masters at factory level, the 24th Congress called for their 
broader participation, together with the entire working people, 
in elaborating Party and government policy, in discussing nation¬ 
wide plans and projects and control of their operation. It is in 
this that the Party sees the main content of socialist democracy. 

And it is to this end that the Congress instituted measures to 
upgrade the role of the Soviets, raise the authority and juris¬ 
diction of their Deputies, activate People’s Control bodies and 
better adapt the work of all administrative bodies to the needs 
of the population. 

The Communist Party is the supreme form of ideological- 
political organisation of the working class, of all the front-rank 
forces of our society. In charting out new targets in communist 
construction, the 24th Congress emphasised the need to increase 
the Party’s leading role in Soviet society. Essentially, this means 
closer ties with the masses, whose experience the Party accumul¬ 
ates and, animated by the supreme interests of all working 
people, translates into scientifically-substantiated policy. It also 
means deeper knowledge of the needs and sentiments of the 
masses in order to raise their political consciousness to the level 
of present requirements, instil in them Marxist-Leninist ideology 
in close association with their practical share in communist 
construction. 

Socialist society is becoming more homogeneous, but, at the 
same time, more multiform in structure. The problems it has to 
solve become more complex, as also the interdependence of all 
spheres of economic, socio-political and cultural life. That 
imposes a bigger role and bigger responsibility on such an 
authoritative and competent leading force as the Communist 
Party. 

On summing up the immense experience of the CPSU and 
other fraternal parties in this regard, the 24th Congress enumer¬ 
ated the conditions necessary for raising the Party’s leading role 
in the new stage of communist construction. First and foremost, 
this concerns the Communists’ own ideological integrity and 
depth of conviction and intolerance of bourgeois influence, back- 
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ward views and morals, their vigour in combating all impinge¬ 
ments on the communist outlook. “We have been and 
remain true to the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism,” 
Comrade Brezhnev said at the Congress, “and shall never make 
any concessions in questions of ideology.” That is why our 
Party rejects all attempts at assessing the historic gains of the 
Soviet people from a non-partisan, non-class standpoint, as well 
as all dogmatic notions that ignore the recent far-reaching posi¬ 
tive changes in the life of Soviet society. The elimination of the 
consequences of the personality cult, and of the subjectivist 
errors too, the Congress noted, have had a benign effect on the 
country’s general political and, primarily, ideological climate. 

For the Party to fulfil its function of guiding all society success¬ 
fully requires a further unfolding of inner-Party democracy and 
strict observance of the Leninist norms of Party life. The 
Congress called on the Party to unfold criticism and self-criticism 
and to maintain an effective and fruitful relationship between 
the leadership and the Party’s branches and organisations. As 
stressed in the CC CPSU Report, “anarchic lack of discipline, 
presented as democracy and bureaucratic centralisation, hinder¬ 
ing the promotion of the initiative and activity of Communists, 
are equally injurious to the Marxist-Leninist Party”. 

The Congress stressed that quality has become an increasingly 
important factor in the composition of Party ranks, both as 
regards the social-class and the moral and political aspects. The 
Party knows that its moral prestige will be the higher, the higher 
are the ideological and moral qualities of each Communist. That 
is why it will continue to show due concern for the purity of its 
ranks. 

The Party s standing and consequently the effectiveness of its 
guidance, depend in many respects on the competence of its 
cadres. The Party worker of today must be highly mature in the 
political sense, combining this with deep knowledge of the sphere 
of his activity. He must be conversant with the latest methods 
of administration and must never lose sight of the general 
perspective of development. 

Ihe programme of practical measures outlined by the Con¬ 
gress with regard to Party building is a new important advance 
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formation, sclf-asserion and florescence of nations, and persever¬ 
ing economic, social and cultural development, on the one hand, 
lending urgency to the national question. On the other hand, 
there is a drawing together of peoples, a growth of objective, 
especially technical and economic, prerequisites for economic 
integration, for the elimination of barriers between nations and 
their drawing together, as the community of interests in the 
struggle for peace, democracy and social progress is becoming 
increasingly obvious and the reciprocal influence of cultures is 
growing. 

Second, the practical solution of the national question, not 
only in the Soviet Union, but in the framework of a whole group 
of socialist states, the emergence of new type inter-state relations 
between free socialist peoples and the emergence on this basis of 
an unparalleled international and inter-state identity-the social¬ 
ist community. 

Third , the effectuation in the main of the principle of self- 
determination in the vast zone of formerly colonial and semi¬ 
colonial countries, consolidation of young national states and the 
formation on a new basis of their foreign policy and economic 
ties; transformation of the contradiction between imperialist 
metropolitan countries and colonies into a contradiction between 
imperialism pursuing neo-colonialism and young national states. 

Fourth, resurgence of national movements in some developed 
capitalist countries, which had the period of bourgeois and bour¬ 
geois-democratic change far behind them. 

Fifth, the qualitatively new social content of the national ques¬ 
tion, and the close connection of the struggle for liberation from 
imperialism with the struggle against relations based on exploita¬ 
tion, with anti-capitalist tendencies. 

Sixth, the growth of Communist parties in many capitalist 
countries into a substantial political force has added to the vol¬ 
ume of the general national tasks in the activity of the Commun¬ 
ists. This accentuates the need for combining national and inter¬ 
national tasks and requires a deep appreciadon of the fact that 
the success of Communist parties is inseparably linked with the 
development of the international Communist movement and its 
influence on all world development. 
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history of the revolutionary movement as the 150th anniver¬ 
saries of the birth of Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, and the 
100th anniversary of the Paris Commune. As always, the Party 
took into account not only the rich experience of communist 
construction in our country, but also the experience of other 
fraternal parties and the results of world development as a 
whole. 

The Congress oriented the Party on redoubling its attention 
to questions of Marxist-Leninist theory, to learning, creatively 
developing and defending it against all distortion. It stressed 
that “theoretical work is an important element of our common 
international revolutionary duty". 

The Congress decisions have met with the wholehearted 
approval of the entire Soviet people. This is evidenced by the 
thousands of approbatory letters to the Congress and the Party’s 
Central Committee from collectives of working people and from 
individuals. It is evidenced by the meetings of Party activists, 
and of working people across the length and breadth of the 
country. It is evidenced, too, by the fact that the Soviet people 
are not merely approving the Congress decisions, but are 
already working to put them into practice. The industrial plan 
for the first three months of 1971 has been fulfilled before 
schedule. And the labour of the Soviet people is the guarantee 
that the plans of the CPSU will be realised. 


11 

Many of the delegations attending the 24th Congress of the 
CPSU described it as a “world revolutionary forum". 

And it is quite true that no other Communist Party congress 
has ever had as many foreign guests. More than 100 delegations 
of Communist, national-democratic and Left-Socialist parties 
attended, representing all regions of the world and the great 
diversity of the present-day anti-imperialist liberation move¬ 
ment. The voices of all the main contingents of the world revo¬ 
lutionary movement resounded at the Congress. The representa¬ 
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tives of fraternal parties from various countries spoke not only 
of the common tasks of the anti-imperialist struggle but also of 
their own specific problems and difficulties. That kind of 
frankness is possible only where an atmosphere of genuine and 
active internationalism prevails and comrades-in-arms compare 
notes on their practical experience. 

The CC CPSU Report, the other Congress materials and the 
speeches of the foreign guests yield a sweeping and comprehen¬ 
sive picture of the world revolutionary process. By its work and 
documents the Congress has contributed to a coming together 
of the revolutionary forces at an especially responsible moment, 
with important processes under way in all the main echelons of 
the world revolutionary movement and new opportunities aris¬ 
ing for an offensive against imperialism. 

The course of cementing the unity of action of all forces 
opposing imperialism, set by the Congress, is based on the poli¬ 
tical line worked out collectively by the Marxist-Leninist parties 
at their 1969 Meeting. It reflects the bedrock requirements of 
the liberation movement in the present stage and is orientated 
on the maximum effectuation of the giant revolutionary poten¬ 
tial accumulated in the world. 

Persevering efforts to enhance the cohesion of the Communist 
movement, to raise its role in the anti-imperialist struggle, was 
defined by the Congress as one of our Party’s main tasks. The 
Congress stressed two closely related aspects of the struggle for 
the unity of the Communist ranks: dependable political cohe¬ 
sion and Marxist-Leninist ideological unity. 

Like the other Marxist-Leninist parties, our Party, too, regards 
united action by Communist and Workers’ parties and joint 
effectuation of the 1969 Meeting’s programme of anti-imperial¬ 
ist struggle as the proper way of further cementing political 
unity. Co-ordinating efforts in this struggle is connected with 
mutual study of the conditions in which each Party operates, 
with exchanges of experience and greater inter-party contacts. 
And international conferences of fraternal parties whenever 
necessary, the Congress stated, would serve this purpose well. 

The Soviet Communist Party holds-and this was expressed 
in the Congress documents-that in this period struggle for the 


179 












the active inclusion of dozens of young national states in inter¬ 
national life. There is a definite line, though mobile and finely 
drawn, beyond which defence of legitimate national interests is 
adulterated with egoism, underestimation of the common tasks 
of all peoples, when one’s own problems are solved without con¬ 
sideration for, sometimes even to the detriment of, the interests 
of other nations. In such cases, the national becomes nationalistic. 

Imperialism is trying more and more to prevent the young 
national states from uniting in defence of their common interests 
and, particularly, to hinder their greater co-operation with so¬ 
cialist countries. This is a serious danger, because it is obvious 
and proved by the facts, that the support of the Soviet Union and 
the socialist community opens up real prospects for the young 
national states to strengthen their political independence, build 
up their national economy and enter into integration processes on 
an equal and mutually beneficial basis. 

Also, sharp national conflicts flare up inside the ncwly-free 
countries. This is due to various processes. In some cases, the 
main reasons are rooted in the distant past, the period when ris¬ 
ing feudal states incorporated different peoples and tribes. Nor 
should we overlook the fact that imperialist conquerors estab¬ 
lished boundaries that did not in the least coincide with the 
historical location of different peoples. Not only did the colo¬ 
nialists preserve, but deliberately enlarged, the seats of national 
and religious conflict that had existed before they came. 

The multinational Asian and African states can solve the na¬ 
tional question only on the basis of deep-going democratic and 
anti-capitalist changes and by consistently fighting against neo¬ 
colonialism and imperialism. 

It is natural by this token that the progressive forces and Com¬ 
munist parties in multinational Afro-Asian states attach so much 
importance to studying the experience of the peoples of the 
Soviet Union in building up national statehood. Comrade S. Sar- 
desai, a veteran leader of the Communist Party of India, writes 
in his book India and the Revolution in Russia that free India 
has benefited considerably from thorough and attentive study of 
how the Russian revolution and the Soviet Union solved the 
vitally important problems which Indians failed to solve in the 
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and showed to the proletarian party the forms and limits of 
supporting such nationalism. 

Lenin fully disclosed “the ideological and political affinity, 
connection and even identity between opportunism and social- 
nationalism”. 2 And he showed the dangers which nationalism 
compounded with opportunism and revisionism may present to 
the revolution. Lenin’s great slogans on the right of nations to 
self-determination not short of secession, and on free and volun¬ 
tary union of nations played an enormous part not only in the 
development of the revolution in Russia, but became a powerful 
stimulus, revolutionising the masses and giving momentum to the 
national liberation struggle of the oppressed peoples everywhere 
in the world. 

Also to be stressed is the fundamental importance of Lenin’s 
internationalist approach to Party building, which, it will be 
recalled, triumphed as the result of a struggle against the 
Austrian Social-Democrats’ conceptions of so-called cultural- 
national autonomy, as the result of a struggle against Menshe¬ 
viks and Bundists in Russia, who were leading up to a frag¬ 
mentation of the Party and withdrawal to “national quarters”. 
Also of exceptional importance was the fact that by 1917, and 
also in 1922, the year of the founding of the USSR, single Party 
organisations uniting Communists of different nationalities- 
Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, Latvians, Georgians, Ar¬ 
menians, Azerbaijanians, Estonians, Lithuanians, Uzbeks, Ka¬ 
zakhs, Jews, Tatars, the peoples of the Northern Caucasus, and 
others-had already existed for many years on the whole vast 
territory of our country. In many ways, this helped to resolve 
the national question and facilitated the founding of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

This other point is also to be stressed; literally dozens of 
nationalist parties were formed following the February Revo¬ 
lution. All of them advocated independence of a bourgeois 
nationalist complexion, opposed nations to one another, leading 
to national animosity and inciting strife between nations. It 
would have been impossible to safeguard the gains of the revo- 


2 Coll. Works. Vol. 21, p. 154. 
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mcnt, but will also facilitate allied relations between them and 
the Communists in their own countries. 

Acting on the decisions of the Congress, the CPSU will extend 
its relations with Left Socialist parties. This is important for 
uniting the working people, primarily the working class, and for 
building up the anti-imperialist front. The participation of 
representatives of Left Socialist parties in the work of the Con¬ 
gress, their speeches, revealed a broad basis for proletarian 
unity on the crucial issues of the present-day anti-monopoly and 
anti-imperialist struggle. That is a reflection of the objective 
trend towards broader co-operation among the different politi¬ 
cal forces in the working-class movement. 

In accordance with the line of the 1969 International Meeting, 
sacrificing none of their revolutionary principles, the Congress 
said, the Communists are prepared for joint action with Social- 
Democrats in the struggle for socialism, as well as for peace and 
democracy. Naturally, like the fraternal parties, the CPSU is 
aware of the fact that this line is stubbornly resisted by the 
Right leaders of the Social-Democratic movement. That is why 
the policy of united action requires an organic combination of 
consistency in repulsing the anti-communist Social-Democratic 
ideology and the policy of the Right Social-Democratic leaders 
with readiness for practical co-operation in fighting imperialism 
and the omnipotence of the monopolies, for world peace and 
security. 

The presence at the Congress of representative delegations 
from fraternal parties and their participation in the deliberations 
made it possible once more to verify with the common course 
of the world revolutionary movement the main trends of activity 
and struggle against imperialism. “As we listened to the 
speeches of our foreign friends and brothers’', Comrade Brezhnev 
said on this score in his speech at the closing of the Congress, 
“we felt with new force that we are an inseparable component 
of the great international movement destined to transform the 
world”. 

The Congress showed how our Party’s struggle for commu¬ 
nism and our efforts to resolve the urgent problems on the 
international scene, intertwine in practice with the struggle of 
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the fraternal Communist parties, of other revolutionary parties 
and movements active in different regions of the world: 

-the programme outlined by the Congress for the further 
building of communism was acclaimed and approved by repre¬ 
sentatives of all the revolutionary contingents not simply as an 
undertaking of the Soviet people, but also as an undertaking 
conforming with the vital interests of the working man through¬ 
out the world; 

-as evident from the speeches of their representatives at the 
Congress, all parties are united by common positions in the 
struggle against the imperialist policy of aggression and war, 
which imperils all nations; 

-the standpoint of the representatives of the ruling Com¬ 
munist parties concerning the necessity of strengthening the 
positions of world socialism, the decisive force in the anti¬ 
imperialist struggle and bearer of the ideas of socialist inter¬ 
nationalism, was met with understanding and support; 

-the voice of the working class of the developed capitalist 
countries, the decisive force in the struggle for socialism in the 
main centres of the imperialist system, a force without which 
victory over that system is inconceivable, resounded strongly 
and meaningfully in the speeches of the fraternal delegations; 
—the Congress was a triumph for international solidarity with 
the people of Vietnam and the other peoples of Indochina fight¬ 
ing against American aggression and with the Arab peoples 
engaged in a just struggle against the US-supported Israeli 
invaders. Defence of these peoples was the leitmotif of the 
Congress, an organic element of all its w r ork; 

-the Congress displayed militant internationalist support for 
the peoples fighting against colonialism and neo-colonialism. 
The speeches of prominent representatives of liberation move¬ 
ments engaged in armed struggle against colonial regimes 
showed that they regard the world Communist movement, the 
socialist countries, the Soviet Union, as a dependable bulw ark, 
as their faithful allies. 

The 24th Congress convened at a time when ideological 
struggle has become one of the decisive areas in the confronta¬ 
tion of the two social systems, the world revolutionary' forces 
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With the USSR approaching its 50th anniversary, the 24th 
CPSU Congress adopted one more grand plan of further com¬ 
munist construction, providing for the all-round development of 
each fraternal Soviet Republic and at the same time for a further 
gradual drawing together of the country’s nations and national¬ 
ities. In the CPSU Central Committee’s Report, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev said: “This drawing together is taking place under 
conditions in which the closest attention is given to national 
features and the development of socialist national cultures. Con¬ 
stant consideration for the general interests of our entire Union 
and for the interests of each of its constituent republics forms the 
substance of the Party’s policy in this question.” 

No other country in the world has as many different nations 
and nationalities and such a diversity of national problems as 
ours. Some of our peoples had had their own form of statehood, 
others did not. The national question was also a colonial ques¬ 
tion, it was complicated by religious strife, it involved problems 
of relations between peoples living compactly in one territory, 
and also problems of national minorities scattered in different 
areas. Dealing with the national question at different stages, the 
CPSU always reckoned not only with the internal socio-political, 
but also the international, conditions. And it was the first in 
history to find the answer to all these problems. The interna¬ 
tionalist Leninist policy of the CPSU is based on the principle 
that long-term national interests cannot be ensured without solv¬ 
ing the general tasks of the world revolutionary movement. All 
this accounts for the exceptional wealth and universal import¬ 
ance of the experience of the CPSU in this sphere. 


The national question in the modern world 
and the importance of CPSU experience 

In substance, a new stage has begun in the development of the 
national question on a world scale. What arc its main character¬ 
istic features? 

First, the stronger dialectical connection between the interna¬ 
tional and the national in social development. There is a rapid 
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of oppressed nations, which has some positive elements, contains 
features which, if allowed to grow, befog the masses and give 
rise to tendencies hindering the attainment of progressive, and 
especially of socialist, revolutionary, aims. 

It is now obvious that anti-communism and anti-Sovietism are 
the chief ideological weapon of the imperialists, the class enemies 
of the present-day revolutionary forces. And nationalism is a 
part of this weapon, used extensively by imperialist propagand¬ 
ists, reactionaries in the developing countries, and Right and 
“Left” revisionists. 

The recent experience of the revolutionary struggle has again 
confirmed the fact that anti-communist attacks on the policy of 
the CPSU, often even on the pretext of “concern” for social pro¬ 
gress and national independence, are really aimed against all the 
detachments of the world revolutionary movement and designed 
to disrupt the world socialist community, the main bulwark of 
the liberation forces. 

The imperialist bourgeoisie is now resorting to refined, veiled 
forms of the nationalist ideology. But this does not mean that it 
no longer uses such extreme forms of chauvinism as racism. Ra¬ 
cism is still being used, as attested by imperialist support of the 
racist regimes in Africa, the persecution of blacks and Red 
Indians in the United States, by anti-Semitism, still cultivated in 
the capitalist West, and, particularly of late, by Zionism. 

Bourgeois ideologists try to prevail on the masses that the 
social and political struggle in today’s world is really a clash of 
different nationalistic forces. On the one hand, this is designed to 
stimulate national-opportunism in the international Communist 
and working-class movement and, on the other, to create a sense 
of futility and pessimism, and disenchantment in socialism s 
ability to eliminate national hostility. 

A certain American reactionary sociologist, for example, hopes 
that the Communist parties will take the path of adaptation to 
specific national conditions followed by the Social-Democrats 
fifty or more years before them. The anti-Communists objective 
is clear. The Second International did yield to social chauvinism, 
and this was the main reason for its bankruptcy in 1914. Now, 
“national communism” is being foisted on the Communist move- 
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cceded in this respect from the collective conclusions of the 
1969 Meeting and the programme of united anti-imperialist 
action formulated by the Meeting. 

Our friends and allies rated highly the programme of struggle 
for peace and international co-operation, for the peoples* free¬ 
dom and independence, put forward by the Congress. Comrade 
Rodney Arismendi said that the examination of foreign policy 
problems at a congress of the CPSU reflected the historically 
coinciding aspirations of diverse social strata and political 
forces in the fight against imperialism. Soviet Communists and 
the whole Soviet people see such appraisal of the foreign policy 
of the CPSU as recognition of the decisive contribution which, 
to quote Comrade Enrico Bcrlinguer, "the Soviet Union makes 
to world peace, to the effort to establish a society free from 
imperialism, hunger and war’*. They also regard this as an indi¬ 
cation of solidarity with the foreign policy programme of our 
Party. 

Brother parties note that the proposals of the 24th Congress 
are concrete and realistic and take into account the actual 
balance of world forces. 

We can already say that these proposals have won widespread 
approval in many countries, among diverse social and political 
groups. It is highly important, however, that the peoples’ will 
for lasting peace should translate itself into widespread mass 
actions and that the peace forces should act together and mean¬ 
ingfully. This, in turn, requires much persistent political and 
ideological work among the masses. Pressure from the masses 
is also bound to have its effect on the attitude of governments. 
What can bring about radical changes for the better in the inter¬ 
national situation as a whole is precisely a combination of the 
socialist countries’ foreign policy, which meets the interests of 
the peoples, and militant action by the masses in all countries. 

Lenin taught Communists to plan their activity-always and in 
cverything-from the standpoint of the international tasks of 
the world revolutionary movement. Our Party uses this criterion 
in assessing the significance of its 24th Congress. 

The international significance of the Congress will come out 
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more and more as time goes on. But even now we may speak 
quite definitely of the international results that realisation of 
the main decisions of the Congress and key assignments of the 
ninth five-year plan is certain to produce. 

First, in regard to the theory and practice of budding the new, 
communist society. The Congress defined the content and 
formulated the main tasks of the new stage in communist build¬ 
ing. These tasks are being accomplished for the first time in 
man’s history. Our Party is traversing what is still unexplored 
ground. Acting on the general principles evolved by Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, the provisions of the Party Programme and 
the practical experience gained by the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries, the 24th Congress went a long way towards 
charting the main directions of building communist society; 
providing the material and technical base for communism, 
developing social relations by promoting the unity of the Soviet 
people and carrying forward socialist democracy; moulding 
people’s communist consciousness and educating the new man. 
The Congress pointed specifically to the possibilities of solving 
these challenging problems and determined the ways and means 
of their realisation. 

Second , in regard to tilting the balance of world forces in 
favour of socialism. Carrying Congress decisions into effect will 
result in a further growth of the economic and defence power 
of the Soviet Union. This will enable the Soviet Union to con¬ 
tribute in greater measure to the development of the world 
socialist community, strengthen the positions of socialism in the 
world economy and extend the support and assistance given to 
the peoples that have taken the road of national freedom and 
social progress. Consistent and active implementation of the 
foreign policy line of the CPSU, reaffirmed and carried forward 
by the 24th Congress, the Programme of Peace advanced by 
this Congress, and the increased economic might of the Soviet 
Union and the socialist community as a whole will augment 
socialism’s leverage in world politics and strengthen the base 
of the fight against imperialism, for international peace and 
security, for the assertion of the principles of peaceful co¬ 
existence in all international relations. 
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outstanding international significance of its experience stands out 
in bold relief. 

The experience of the USSR shows that peoples of different 
national and racial origin can work together in making history 
and developing their own economy and culture. 

The experience of the USSR shows that identity of political 
and ideological aspirations, and consequent implementation of 
the policy of proletarian internationalism and socialist patriotism 
create such a strong union of peoples that it is able to withstand 
the hardest trials. 

The experience of the USSR shows that, liberated from na¬ 
tional and social oppression, peoples reawaken to a new life. 
Relations of equality and fraternal mutual assistance help their 
economy to flourish. Fruitful mutual enrichment with spiritual 
values furthers the progress of their common culture, in which 
the best from all national cultures sparkles in a bright constel¬ 
lation. 

The experience of the USSR shows the immense importance 
of the closest consideration for all nations, big and small, and in¬ 
tolerance of national nihilism and bourgeois nationalism. 

The experience of the USSR shows how important it is to find 
a state structure securing truly equal democratic participation of 
all nations and nationalities in the bodies of state at all levels, 
in resolving all the common problems. 

Analysing the main forms of the positive development of na¬ 
tional relations in the present epoch-the formation and consoli¬ 
dation of the USSR, the emergence of the world socialist com¬ 
munity, the constitution of independent national states in for¬ 
merly colonial countries, and examining these processes as a 
totality, we may legitimately conclude that socialism, maliciously 
depicted by the foes of progress as a force ignoring national 
interests, has played a truly historic part in assuring national in¬ 
dependence and national statehood for the overwhelming por¬ 
tion of the world population. 

The finest minds have long dreamed of fraternity, of a com¬ 
munity of the peoples. The successes of socialism, and of the 
national-democratic revolutions, have brought mankind closer to 
this ideal. The way to the true fraternity of all peoples is now 
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course of the struggle for independence, and which remain un¬ 
solved to this day. There is no doubt, he continued, that the 
Soviet success in building a happy family of different national¬ 
ities will show the way for the Indian people and help them 
avoid many difficulties. 

Communists must see to it that the upswing of the national 
liberation movement in all its forms and the growth of national 
awareness should invariably serve the interests of the struggle 
against imperialism and the aims of social progress, the social 
emancipation of the masses. This all Communists regard as a 
crucial political task. These processes should lead not to the iso¬ 
lation and seclusion of different nations and peoples, but to 
closer bonds between them, not to impairment and division of 
the anti-imperialist forces, but to greater unity and consolidation. 

In the industrially developed capitalist countries, too, where 
national problems had seemingly been settled back in the 19th 
century, the facts of the recent decades speak of a sharp aggrava¬ 
tion. The liberation movement of the blacks in the United States, 
the struggle of the Catholics in Northern Ireland against im¬ 
perialist dominion and local reaction, the relations between 
Flemings and Walloons in Belguim, the problems of Catalonia 
and the Basque Provinces in Spain, and of the French population 
in Canada-all this shows that in the zone of developed capital¬ 
ism too, the national question calls compellingly for a solution. 

Criticising leaders who underestimated the national question 
in Western Europe, Lenin pointed out that collisions between 
imperialist countries may create a situation in which the question 
of defending national freedoms, of national wars, reappears on 
the agenda. 

This was indeed the case during the Second World War, when 
the Nazi aggression brought national disaster to many European 
capitalist states, and in a number of cases created a threat to 
their survival. The war against fascism was a great national liber¬ 
ation war of the peoples, in which defence of national interests 
combined organically with the struggle for democracy and, in 
several countries, for socialism. 

Symptomatically, it was the Soviet Union, the first socialist 
state built on the principles of proletarian internationalism, that 
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The International Significance 

of the Formation and Development of the USSR 


Acting on Lenin’s proposal, the First All-Union Congress of 
Soviets proclaimed the establishment of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics on December 30, 1922. This historic act, 
expressing the will of all the nations and nationalities of the 
Soviet Republics, was a triumph for proletarian, socialist inter¬ 
nationalism, for our Party’s Leninist national policy. It was 
also another major victory for the international working class, 
for the forces of socialism. 

Lenin stressed that the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
was as necessary for the peoples of our country as it was “for 
the world communist proletariat in its struggle against the world 
bourgeoisie and its defence against bourgeois intrigues”. 1 

The formation of the USSR is, in terms of its economic, 
political and ideological consequences, a special landmark both 
in the history of the Soviet state and in the social progress of 
all mankind. The integration of the Soviet Republics into one 
state helped to consolidate and multiply the gains of the October 
Revolution, ensure our country’s rapid all-round progress, 
realise the advantages of the socialist system and consolidate the 
defensive power and international prestige of the Soviet state. 
The friendship of the peoples of the Soviet Union is an important 

1 Coll. Works, Vol. 36, p. 609. 
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factor in the revolutionising and transforming influence which 
the country has exercised on the development of the world. 

The results achieved by the multinational Soviet state are 
summed up in the CPSU Central Committee resolution “On 
Preparations for the 50th Anniversary of the Formation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics”. 

Lenin’s theoretical elaboration of the national question and 
the conceptualisation in CPSU documents of experience gained 
by our Party and state in pursuing the national policy are an 
outstanding and widely recognised contribution to the treasure- 
store of Marxism-Leninism. 

When we consider that all mankind consists of big and small 
nations, that the national form of state and social development 
will continue to play a big part in relations between and inside 
the states, it becomes especially clear that the Leninist theory 
of the national question and our Party’s activity in implement¬ 
ing it are of epochal importance to the class struggle for the 
revolutionary transformation of society. 


The CPSU’s historic contribution to the theoretical and 
practical solution of the national question 

Marx and Engels regarded the national question as a basically 
social problem and showed its interconnection with problems 
relating to the socialist transformation of society. They theoretic¬ 
ally substantiated the principles of proletarian internationalism 
and the unity of the proletariat’s international and national 
interests. Obviously, a scientific theory of the national question 
could arise only after the working class appeared in the world 
arena. It was to the working class that history assigned the 
determining part in solving the national question. 

Under imperialism and during the transition from capitalism 
to socialism on an international scale the national question has 
become even more pressing. 

Lenin, who developed the principles of proletarian interna¬ 
tionalism in application to the new epoch, showed the great 
role of the national liberation movement in the world-wide 
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However, as the Document of the 1969 Meeting says, this docs 
not come about by itself, is not achieved automatically. How 
these opportunities are realised in a country depends primarily 
on the subjective factor, i.e., the policy of the Communist Party 
guiding society. 

What is needed to consolidate fraternal relations among 
peoples, among socialist countries, past experience shows, is a 
consistently Marxist-Leninist policy, education of the working 
people in an internationalist spirit, and resolute struggle against 
nationalism and chauvinism. 

Failing this, as we see in China’s case, there is the likelihood 
of a resurgence and growth of nationalism, to a point even when 
the country is counterposed to other socialist states. Moreover, 
the facts show that the levers and possibilities created by the 
revolutionary struggle, by economic and social changes along 
socialist lines, are utilised here for nationalistic purposes against 
the socialist community, the bulwark of the world-wide struggle 
against imperialism, for peace and socialism. 

A correct solution of the national question and national rela¬ 
tions based on the principles of proletarian internationalism both 
in the countries building socialism and also in relations between 
them, provide enduring and effective guarantees against friction 
and conflict, let alone collisions. And, conversely, chauvinistic 
and nationalistic postures in ideology and politics may cause 
most adverse consequences in relations between nations and for 
the given country. That is why the struggle against such postures 
is so important and indispensable for the further progress of 
world socialism. 

The ideology and policy of nationalism must not be confused 
with the growing national awareness of the masses, which is a 
natural and progressive process. Nor must the nationalism of an 
oppressor nation be confused with the nationalism of an oppres¬ 
sed nation, which, as we know, contains progressive, anti-im¬ 
perialist elements. 

But while considering all these intricate points, we should not 
lose sight of the main thing-that the nationalist ideology cannot 
serve the vital interests of the working class and the working 
people in general, the interests of socialism. Even the nationalism 
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and showed to the proletarian party the forms and limits of 
supporting such nationalism. 

Lenin fully disclosed “the ideological and political affinity, 
connection and even identity between opportunism and social- 
nationalism”. 2 And he showed the dangers which nationalism 
compounded with opportunism and revisionism may present to 
the revolution. Lenin’s great slogans on the right of nations to 
self-determination not short of secession, and on free and volun¬ 
tary union of nations played an enormous part not only in the 
development of the revolution in Russia, but became a powerful 
stimulus, revolutionising the masses and giving momentum to the 
national liberation struggle of the oppressed peoples everywhere 
in the world. 

Also to be stressed is the fundamental importance of Lenin’s 
internationalist approach to Party building, which, it will be 
recalled, triumphed as the result of a struggle against the 
Austrian Social-Democrats’ conceptions of so-called cultural- 
national autonomy, as the result of a struggle against Menshe¬ 
viks and Bundists in Russia, who were leading up to a frag¬ 
mentation of the Party and withdrawal to “national quarters”. 
Also of exceptional importance was the fact that by 1917, and 
also in 1922, the year of the founding of the USSR, single Party 
organisations uniting Communists of different nationalities- 
Russians, Ukrainians, Byelorussians, Latvians, Georgians, Ar¬ 
menians, Azerbaijanians, Estonians, Lithuanians, Uzbeks, Ka¬ 
zakhs, Jews, Tatars, the peoples of the Northern Caucasus, and 
others-had already existed for many years on the whole vast 
territory of our country. In many ways, this helped to resolve 
the national question and facilitated the founding of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

This other point is also to be stressed; literally dozens of 
nationalist parties were formed following the February Revo¬ 
lution. All of them advocated independence of a bourgeois 
nationalist complexion, opposed nations to one another, leading 
to national animosity and inciting strife between nations. It 
would have been impossible to safeguard the gains of the revo- 

2 Coll. Works, Vol. 21, p. 154. 
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lution, let alone to build socialism, if this process had been 
allowed to develop, if it had not been impeded by the fraternal 
tics of solidarity which arose between the peoples of Russia 
in the common struggle against tsarism and counter-revolution 
and if it had not been resolutely resisted by the multinational 
working-class party united on an internationalist basis. The 
logic of nationalism, as the course of the civil war demonstrated, 
led to counter-revolution and thereby to betrayal of the vital 
national interests of the people, the nation and all Soviet peoples. 
Nor did it come as a surprise, that many nationalistic parties 
were found to have close connections with the imperialists, the 
interventionists, and became their hirelings. 

Solving the national question in our multinational state was 
one of the key factors in the socialist reconstruction of society. 
Here, we can mention only a few of the principal points. 

In state construction , consistent implementation of the Lenin¬ 
ist programme meant establishment of Soviet statehood for all 
nations and ensuring complete political and legal equality for 
the numerous peoples of Russia in the framework of one federal 
state. This laid the groundwork for the voluntary unification of 
nations without coercion by one nation against another, a union 
as Lenin said, based on “complete confidence, on a clear recog¬ 
nition of brotherly unity, on absolutely voluntary consent” 3 . 
Such relations between nations were unknown in history. 

By giving direction to the creativity of the masses, the Party 
proved in practice that the union of socialist republics-which 
has truly stood the test in the Great Patriotic War-is the sound¬ 
est and the most flexible form of state in a multi-national 
country. It permits of consequent improvements in the country’s 
national-state structure, and harmoniously blends the interests 
of society as a whole with those of every nation on the basis of 
Soviet socialist democracy. 

In economic and cultural construction the Leninist national 
programme meant concentration of efforts cn ending the actual 
inequality of nations inherited from the past. The policy of the 
CPSU enabled some of the nationalities in our country to bypass 

3 Vol. 30, p. 293. 
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the capitalist stage in the passage to socialism-a course which 
Lenin discovered. Exceptionally important was our Party’s con¬ 
ception of developing culture, national in form and socialist in 
content. This important discovery, effectuated in the Party’s 
policy, has yielded epoch-making results. Soviet scholars pro¬ 
duced written languages for more than 50 nationalities that had 
no alphabets of their own. Thus, in the sphere of language-one 
of the most important for national life-Sovict power not only 
proclaimed, but also provided the necessary material conditions 
for, real equality. 

In the politico-ideological sphere the Leninist programme 
meant a consistent Party and state policy to develop and con¬ 
solidate the friendship of the peoples of the USSR on the basis 
of proletarian internationalism, and struggle against bourgeois- 
nationalistic survivals in the thinking and behaviour of men and 
against chauvinism and nationalism. 

Correct solution of the national question was assured by the 
unfailing implementation of Lenin’s two-fold dialectical formula 
of combating great-power chauvinism and local nationalism. In 
different stages, in keeping with the concrete situation, the Party 
laid emphasis in its theoretical and political activity now on one, 
now on the other element of this formula. 

It is a great achievement, and the main outcome of our Party’s 
Leninist national policy that a new historical entity of men-the 
Soviet people-has arisen in the struggle for socialism and com¬ 
munism. Brought together by the identity of economic and socio¬ 
political aims, welded by their common Marxist-Leninist 
ideology, our peoples constitute one multinational collective, 
marked by an organic blending of national features and common 
Soviet features, which are socialist and internationalist in 
essence. 

The CPSU cherishes the friendship of the peoples of the Soviet 
Union like the apple of its eye, for it is the biggest factor of its 
historic gains, the growth of its economic and political might, the 
steady rise in material and cultural standards and the develop¬ 
ment of the Soviet people’s communist consciousness. The CPSU 
vigorously combats all nationalist tendencies whatever their form 
and wherever they surface. 
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With the USSR approaching its 50th anniversary, the 24th 
CPSU Congress adopted one more grand plan of further com¬ 
munist construction, providing for the all-round development of 
each fraternal Soviet Republic and at the same time for a further 
gradual drawing together of the country’s nations and national¬ 
ities. In the CPSU Central Committee’s Report, Comrade L. I. 
Brezhnev said: “This drawing together is taking place under 
conditions in which the closest attention is given to national 
features and tlie development of socialist national cultures. Con¬ 
stant consideration for the general interests of our entire Union 
and for the interests of each of its constituent republics forms the 
substance of the Party’s policy in this question.” 

No other country in the world has as many different nations 
and nationalities and such a diversity of national problems as 
ours. Some of our peoples had had their own form of statehood, 
others did not. The national question was also a colonial ques¬ 
tion, it was complicated by religious strife, it involved problems 
of relations between peoples living compactly in one territory, 
and also problems of national minorities scattered in different 
areas. Dealing with the national question at different stages, the 
CPSU always reckoned not only with the internal socio-political, 
but also the international, conditions. And it was the first in 
history to find the answer to all these problems. The interna¬ 
tionalist Leninist policy of the CPSU is based on the principle 
that long-term national interests cannot be ensured without solv¬ 
ing the general tasks of the world revolutionary movement. All 
this accounts for the exceptional wealth and universal import¬ 
ance of the experience of the CPSU in this sphere. 


The national question in the modern world 
and the importance of CPSU experience 

In substance, a new stage has begun in the development of the 
national question on a world scale. What are its main character¬ 
istic features? 

First, the stronger dialectical connection between the interna¬ 
tional and the national in social development. There is a rapid 
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formation, sclf-asserion and florescence of nations, and persever¬ 
ing economic, social and cultural development, on the one hand, 
lending urgency to the national question. On the other hand, 
there is a drawing together of peoples, a growth of objective, 
especially technical and economic, prerequisites for economic 
integration, for the elimination of barriers between nations and 
their drawing together, as the community of interests in the 
struggle for peace, democracy and social progress is becoming 
increasingly obvious and the reciprocal influence of cultures is 
growing. 

Second, the practical solution of the national question, not 
only in the Soviet Union, but in the framework of a whole group 
of socialist states, the emergence of new type inter-state relations 
between free socialist peoples and the emergence on this basis of 
an unparalleled international and inter-state identity-the social¬ 
ist community. 

Third, the effectuation in the main of the principle of self- 
determination in the vast zone of formerly colonial and semi¬ 
colonial countries, consolidation of young national states and the 
formation on a new basis of their foreign policy and economic 
ties; transformation of the contradiction between imperialist 
metropolitan countries and colonies into a contradiction between 
imperialism pursuing neo-colonialism and young national states. 

Fourth, resurgence of national movements in some developed 
capitalist countries, which had the period of bourgeois and bour¬ 
geois-democratic change far behind them. 

Fifth, the qualitatively new social content of the national ques¬ 
tion, and the close connection of the struggle for liberation from 
imperialism with the struggle against relations based on exploita¬ 
tion, with anti-capitalist tendencies. 

Sixth, the growth of Communist parties in many capitalist 
countries into a substantial political force has added to the vol¬ 
ume of the general national tasks in the activity of the Commun¬ 
ists. This accentuates the need for combining national and inter¬ 
national tasks and requires a deep appreciation of the fact that 
the success of Communist parties is inseparably linked with the 
development of the international Communist movement and its 
influence on all world development. 
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The revolutionary, anti-imperialist potential of the masses, 
whose national interests and aspirations conflict irreconcilably 
with imperialism, has now grown to unprecedented proportions. 
This is due to the new world balance of class forces, to the 
greater political consciousness of the peoples and their confi¬ 
dence in the support of the socialist countries and all organised 
progressive forces. It is also due to fundamental changes in the 
whole atmosphere of international life. The Leninist principle of 
self-determination and equality has now become a truly power¬ 
ful material force. 

The growth of the national liberation struggle is closely con¬ 
nected with the impact of the Leninist international policy of the 
CPSU and the common line of the socialist community, centred 
on strengthening world peace and curbing the forces of aggres¬ 
sion. Implementation of the Peace Programme of the 24th CPSU 
Congress has seen considerable progress towards international 
detente. Soviet foreign policy initiatives, and especially the entry 
into force of the treaties with the FRG and a series of important 
agreements with the United States, facilitate world development 
in a direction favourable for many nations in resolving their 
fundamental national and social tasks. The Soviet Union and 
other socialist countries are forcing imperialism to reckon with 
the realities, assuring respect for the right of nations to self- 
determination, to independent and free development without 
outside interference. 

Today there is a greater objective connection between the na¬ 
tional question and solution of the fundamental contradiction 
of our epoch, that is, the transition from capitalism to socialism 
on a world scale. 

The creation and development of the Union of Soviet Social¬ 
ist Republics is an example of nations developing their statehood 
in a single federal state, and the socialist world system is an 
example of increasingly closer ties between independent and 
equal socialist nations on the basis of socialist inter-state rela- 
tions. 

Available experience of relations between socialist countries 
shows that all-sided free development of each socialist state is a 
precondition for the success of all the socialist countries, and 
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that, conversely, each socialist state consolidates and multiplies 
its gains by performing its internationalist duty and promoting 
the economic, political and ideological unity of the socialist 
countries. 

Mutual trust and close all-sided fraternal co-operation among 
socialist countries reflect the objective requirements of the 
growth of world socialism and the laws of its further consolida¬ 
tion, while also ensuring the national interests of each member of 
the socialist community. 

The Soviet state, its experience and policy have for more than 
half a century been a powerful real factor of social progress in 
the zone of the national liberation movement. 

Now, more than ever, success in the struggle to consolidate the 
independence won by the peoples and the efficacy of their resis¬ 
tance to neo-colonialism depend principally on the positive 
changes achieved in the world situation in the past decades 
largely due to the growth of the economic and political and 
military might of the Soviet Union, all socialist countries. 

The all-round support by the CPSU and the Soviet state of 
revolutionary Cuba, the peoples of Indochina, the Arab coun¬ 
tries, Chile, and the fighters against colonial and racist regimes 
in Africa is a major contribution to the liberation movement of 
our time. Our Party and the internationalist Soviet people pos¬ 
sess an unshakeable sense of solidarity, which they translate into 
practice, with all peoples fighting for freedom and independence, 
against imperialism. 

The national question today in the former colonial and semi¬ 
colonial zone has a number of specific features. 

First , imperialism is trying to impose a new, camouflaged and 
refined system of economic and political subordination on the 
young states, using the methods of neo-colonialism. As a result, 
the intensification of their economic ties and the general trend 
towards breaking down economic, political and cultural barriers 
between different countries, are coming into collision with the 
exploiting nature of the imperialist system. The possibilities 
created by the modern productive forces for drawing the peoples 
together are thus muffled and distorted. 

Second , it is necessary to consider the diverse consequences of 
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the active inclusion of dozens of young national states in inter¬ 
national life. There is a definite line, though mobile and finely 
drawn, beyond which defence of legitimate national interests is 
adulterated with egoism, underestimation of the common tasks 
of all peoples, when one’s own problems arc solved without con¬ 
sideration for, sometimes even to the detriment of, the interests 
of other nations. In such cases, the national becomes nationalistic. 

Imperialism is trying more and more to prevent the young 
national states from uniting in defence of their common interests 
and, particularly, to hinder their greater co-operation with so¬ 
cialist countries. This is a serious danger, because it is obvious 
and proved by the facts, that the support of the Soviet Union and 
the socialist community opens up real prospects for the young 
national states to strengthen their political independence, build 
up their national economy and enter into integration processes on 
an equal and mutually beneficial basis. 

Also, sharp national conflicts flare up inside the newly-free 
countries. This is due to various processes. In some cases, the 
main reasons are rooted in the distant past, the period when ris¬ 
ing feudal states incorporated different peoples and tribes. Nor 
should we overlook the fact that imperialist conquerors estab¬ 
lished boundaries that did not in the least coincide with the 
historical location of different peoples. Not only did the colo¬ 
nialists preserve, but deliberately enlarged, the seats of national 
and religious conflict that had existed before they came. 

The multinational Asian and African states can solve the na¬ 
tional question only on the basis of deep-going democratic and 
anti-capitalist changes and by consistently fighting against neo¬ 
colonialism and imperialism. 

It is natural by this token that the progressive forces and Com¬ 
munist parties in multinational Afro-Asian states attach so much 
importance to studying the experience of the peoples of the 
Soviet Union in building up national statehood. Comrade S. Sar- 
desai, a veteran leader of the Communist Party of India, writes 
in his book India and the Revolution in Russia that free India 
has benefited considerably from thorough and attentive study of 
how the Russian revolution and the Soviet Union solved the 
vitally important problems which Indians failed to solve in the 
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course of the struggle for independence, and which remain un¬ 
solved to this day. There is no doubt, he continued, that the 
Soviet success in building a happy family of different national¬ 
ities will show the way for the Indian people and help them 
avoid many difficulties. 

Communists must see to it that the upswing of the national 
liberation movement in all its forms and the growth of national 
awareness should invariably serve the interests of the struggle 
against imperialism and the aims of social progress, the social 
emancipation of the masses. This all Communists regard as a 
crucial political task. These processes should lead not to the iso¬ 
lation and seclusion of different nations and peoples, but to 
closer bonds between them, not to impairment and division of 
the anti-imperialist forces, but to greater unity and consolidation. 

In the industrially developed capitalist countries, too, where 
national problems had seemingly been settled back in the 19th 
century, the facts of the recent decades speak of a sharp aggrava¬ 
tion. The liberation movement of the blacks in the United States, 
the struggle of the Catholics in Northern Ireland against im¬ 
perialist dominion and local reaction, the relations between 
Flemings and Walloons in Belguim, the problems of Catalonia 
and the Basque Provinces in Spain, and of the French population 
in Canada-all this shows that in the zone of developed capital¬ 
ism too, the national question calls compellingly for a solution. 

Criticising leaders who underestimated the national question 
in Western Europe, Lenin pointed out that collisions between 
imperialist countries may create a situation in which the question 
of defending national freedoms, of national wars, reappears on 
the agenda. 

This was indeed the case during the Second World War, when 
the Nazi aggression brought national disaster to many European 
capitalist states, and in a number of cases created a threat to 
their survival. The war against fascism was a great national liber¬ 
ation war of the peoples, in which defence of national interests 
combined organically with the struggle for democracy and, in 
several countries, for socialism. 

Symptomatically, it was the Soviet Union, the first socialist 
state built on the principles of proletarian internationalism, that 
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played the decisive part in delivering the European peoples from 
German fascism, defeating Japanese militarism, and creating the 
requisite conditions for the restoration of nationally independent 
states on the European continent and for the national and social 
emancipation of the peoples of Eastern Europe, and of China 
and a few other Asian countries. 

In the postwar period the peoples of Western Europe, Japan 
and other capitalist countries faced a new threat to their national 
indepcndcnce-this time from US imperialism, which desired to 
create its own global empire and assumed the function of world 
policeman. 

If these intentions could not be turned into reality despite the 
exertions of the US ruling circles, if the latter’s bid for world 
supremacy and complete control over all other states did not 
succeed, this was due chiefly to the consequent and unremitting 
defence of national independence by the democratic forces. And 
the policy of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries con¬ 
tributed to the struggle quite substantially. Naturally, we cannot 
say as yet that the battle is over. What is more, the question of 
defending national interests has assumed a new dimension in 
recent years. Now it is a question of combating giant interna¬ 
tional monopoly complexes, headed as a rule by US capital, 
which are trying to undermine the national sovereignty of other 
capitalist countries. 

Nor can we disregard the danger to the peoples of Western 
Europe implicit in the plans of setting up, on the basis of the 
Common Market, a supranational political association where the 
tycoons of monopoly capital would rule supreme. 

The diverse aspects of the national problem occupy a promi¬ 
nent place in the programmes of anti-monopoly struggle for 
fundamental democratic changes advocated by the Communist 
parties. 

Struggle for the interests of immigrant workers is an important 
sector in the activity of Communist parties in West-European 
countries. The condition of foreign workers shows clearly that 
under capitalism economic internationalisation is exploitative 
and antilabour. Working for the general interests of the working 
class of their countries, the Communist parties and progressive 
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trade unions arc also drawing foreign workers into the anti- 
monopoly struggle, combating the bourgeois policy of splitting 
the workers’ ranks and all forms of both economic and political 
discrimination against foreign workers and demanding equal 
rights for them. 


The experience of the Soviet Union has conclusively demon¬ 
strated that the victory of the socialist revolution and the solution 
on this basis of the national question would have been impossible 
without a consistent and unrelenting struggle against bourgeois 
nationalism and petty-bourgeois distortions of the principle of 
proletarian internationalism. 

Lenin more than once called attention to the special toughness 
and tenaciousness of nationalist prejudices. As socialism wins in 
more and more countries, he warned, combating nationalism 
will become more and more important for the future of the in¬ 
ternational revolutionary movement. 

Combating nationalism is particularly important and should 
be specially stressed, because it has a direct bearing on the prob¬ 
lem of war and peace, a crucial issue of our time. 

In these conditions, great responsibility devolves on the social¬ 
ist countries, on the Communist parties, for the prospect of rid¬ 
ding mankind of national strife and establishing friendship 
among all nations is tied in with their activity. 

Yet the leaders of the Communist Party of China have defied 
this demand of the times. Their line shows that they have failed 
the test of loyalty to proletarian internationalism, the test to 
which history subjects every ruling Communist Party. This, in 
effect, has led to a rupture between the Maoist leadership of the 
CPC and the Communist movement, to a deterioration of rela¬ 
tions with the socialist countries, with the Soviet Union, and even 
to military threats against the USSR. 

A question arises: what is the cause of this development con¬ 
trary to the nature of socialism? 

It is common knowledge that the overthrow of the capitalist 
system secures all opportunities for a radical change in the na¬ 
tional question and the complete eradication of nationalism. 
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However, as the Document of the 1969 Meeting says, this docs 
not come about by itself, is not achieved automatically. How 
these opportunities are realised in a country depends primarily 
on the subjective factor, i.e., the policy of the Communist Party 
guiding society. 

What is needed to consolidate fraternal relations among 
peoples, among socialist countries, past experience shows, is a 
consistently Marxist-Leninist policy, education of the working 
people in an internationalist spirit, and resolute struggle against 
nationalism and chauvinism. 

Failing this, as we see in China’s case, there is the likelihood 
of a resurgence and growth of nationalism, to a point even when 
the country is counterposed to other socialist states. Moreover, 
the facts show that the levers and possibilities created by the 
revolutionary struggle, by economic and social changes along 
socialist lines, are utilised here for nationalistic purposes against 
the socialist community, the bulwark of the world-wide struggle 
against imperialism, for peace and socialism. 

A correct solution of the national question and national rela¬ 
tions based on the principles of proletarian internationalism both 
in the countries building socialism and also in relations between 
them, provide enduring and effective guarantees against friction 
and conflict, let alone collisions. And, conversely, chauvinistic 
and nationalistic postures in ideology and politics may cause 
most adverse consequences in relations between nations and for 
the given country. That is why the struggle against such postures 
is so important and indispensable for the further progress of 
world socialism. 

The ideology and policy of nationalism must not be confused 
with the growing national awareness of the masses, which is a 
natural and progressive process. Nor must the nationalism of an 
oppressor nation be confused with the nationalism of an oppres¬ 
sed nation, which, as we know, contains progressive, anti-im¬ 
perialist elements. 

But while considering all these intricate points, we should not 
lose sight of the main thing-that the nationalist ideology cannot 
serve the vital interests of the working class and the working 
people in general, the interests of socialism. Even the nationalism 
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of oppressed nations, which has some positive elements, contains 
features which, if allowed to grow, befog the masses and give 
rise to tendencies hindering the attainment of progressive, and 
especially of socialist, revolutionary, aims. 

It is now obvious that anti-communism and anti-Sovietism are 
the chief ideological weapon of the imperialists, the class enemies 
of the present-day revolutionary forces. And nationalism is a 
part of this weapon, used extensively by imperialist propagand¬ 
ists, reactionaries in the developing countries, and Right and 
“Left” revisionists. 

The recent experience of the revolutionary struggle has again 
confirmed the fact that anti-communist attacks on the policy of 
the CPSU, often even on the pretext of “concern” for social pro¬ 
gress and national independence, are really aimed against all the 
detachments of the world revolutionary movement and designed 
to disrupt the world socialist community, the main bulwark of 
the liberation forces. 

The imperialist bourgeoisie is now resorting to refined, veiled 
forms of the nationalist ideology. But this does not mean that it 
no longer uses such extreme forms of chauvinism as racism. Ra¬ 
cism is still being used, as attested by imperialist support of the 
racist regimes in Africa, the persecution of blacks and Red 
Indians in the United States, by anti-Semitism, still cultivated in 
the capitalist West, and, particularly of late, by Zionism. 

Bourgeois ideologists try to prevail on the masses that the 
social and political struggle in today’s world is really a clash of 
different nationalistic forces. On the one hand, this is designed to 
stimulate national-opportunism in the international Communist 
and working-class movement and, on the other, to create a sense 
of futility and pessimism, and disenchantment in socialism’s 
ability to eliminate national hostility. 

A certain American reactionary sociologist, for example, hopes 
that the Communist parties will take the path of adaptation to 
specific national conditions followed by the Social-Democrats 
fifty or more years before them. The anti-Communists’ objective 
is clear. The Second International did yield to social chauvinism, 
and this was the main reason for its bankruptcy in 1914. Now, 
“national communism” is being foisted on the Communist move- 
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mcnt for the same ends. But in vain! The guarantee is Leninism, 
which was and remains the firm ideological foundation of the 
international Communist movement. The guarantee is the ideo¬ 
logical tempering of the fraternal Communist parties. 

The bourgeoisie makes extensive and shrewd use of revision¬ 
ism and nationalism in the working-class movement to draw the 
ideologically unstable into the morass of anti-communism and 
anti-Sovietism. We were reminded of this again by the rcnegacy 
of people like Garaudy, Fischer and Petkoff. 

A certain section of imperialist ideologists and the opportun¬ 
ists, acting in unison, pose as enemies of nationalism. This applies 
to apologists of the so-called supra-national communities, the 
heralds of modern cosmopolitanism. Need it be said that here 
we have a specific variety of finance capital’s expansionist ideo¬ 
logy. But in this case, too, the imperialist ideologists are being 
supplied a “finished” theoretical commodity by opportunism: 

I mean the concept of national nihilism peddled by Trotskyites 
and other “Left” opportunists as “true internationalism”. 

For Marxists-Leninists it is clear that the battle against all 
brands of nationalism and imperialist cosmopolitanism requires 
a further all-round strengthening of proletarian internationalism 
as a key principle of their ideological and political activity. And 
the criterion of proletarian internationalism today is the attitude 
to the really existing socialism. 

The principles of independence, equality and sovereignty of 
the fraternal parties prevailing in the Communist movement con¬ 
form with the diversity of conditions and experience among the 
parties, and with their role as the vanguard of all the revolution¬ 
ary and democratic forces of their nations and countries. But to 
perform this role requires unshakeable fidelity to proletarian 
internationalism. “The national and international responsibilities 
of each Communist and Workers’ Party are indivisible,” says the 
Document of the 1969 Meeting. “Marxists-Leninists are both 
patriots and internationalists; they reject both national narrow¬ 
mindedness and the negation or under-estimation of national 
interests, and the striving for hegemony.” 

The experience of the world liberation movement has shown 
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beyond the slightest doubt that all distortion of the interconnec¬ 
tion and true correlation of the national and the international 
factors leads to isolation from the masses, to loss of the revolu¬ 
tionary perspective. 

In this connection, we should like to emphasise that the 1969 
Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Parties, its ideas and con¬ 
clusions, have greatly strengthened the internationalist orienta¬ 
tion of the entire activity of the world Communist movement. 
The interests of our movement, of all the revolutionary forces, 
require a further intensification of the Communists’ joint struggle 
against anti-communism, which is banking mainly on national¬ 
ism, and against Right and “Left” revisionism. 

History has summed up the results of the two ways of solving 
the national question-the Leninist socialist way, and the capital¬ 
ist way. 

The crisis of bourgeois democracy, which proclaims but cannot 
in practice achieve genuine national equality, is particularly 
acute and manifest in the conditions of monopoly capitalism. At 
its extreme, this crisis was expressed in the misanthropic racist 
“theory” and practice of fascism, which made the monstrous at¬ 
tempt to “solve” the national question by enslaving and even 
physically exterminating entire peoples. But even in “ordinary 
conditions, when there is no fascist domination, bourgeois society 
has proved completely incapable of securing the co-operation 
and mutual assistance of peoples. Lenin’s conclusion that it is 
impossible to abolish national (or any other political) oppression 
under capitalism” 4 has been fully confirmed. 

The real way of solving the national question is provided by 
socialism-abolishing the exploitation of man by man and radi¬ 
cally reconstructing the entire socio-economic, ideological and 
cultural life of society. The experience of the socialist countries 
has irrefutably confirmed the Marxist-Leninist proposition that 
equality and fraternal friendship among peoples and abolition 
of national oppression is a general law, an organic element of 
building the new society. 

With the Soviet Union approaching its 50th anniversary, the 

4 Coll. Works, Vol. 22, p. 325. 
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outstanding international significance of its experience stands out 
in bold relief. 

The experience of the USSR shows that peoples of different 
national and racial origin can work together in making history 
and developing their own economy and culture. 

The experience of the USSR shows that identity of political 
and ideological aspirations, and consequent implementation of 
the policy of proletarian internationalism and socialist patriotism 
create such a strong union of peoples that it is able to withstand 
the hardest trials. 

The experience of the USSR shows that, liberated from na¬ 
tional and social oppression, peoples reawaken to a new life. 
Relations of equality and fraternal mutual assistance help their 
economy to flourish. Fruitful mutual enrichment with spiritual 
values furthers the progress of their common culture, in which 
the best from all national cultures sparkles in a bright constel¬ 
lation. 

The experience of the USSR shows the immense importance 
of the closest consideration for all nations, big and small, and in¬ 
tolerance of national nihilism and bourgeois nationalism. 

The experience of the USSR shows how important it is to find 
a state structure securing truly equal democratic participation of 
all nations and nationalities in the bodies of state at all levels, 
in resolving all the common problems. 

Analysing the main forms of the positive development of na¬ 
tional relations in the present epoch-the formation and consoli¬ 
dation of the USSR, the emergence of the world socialist com¬ 
munity, the constitution of independent national states in for¬ 
merly colonial countries, and examining these processes as a 
totality, we may legitimately conclude that socialism, maliciously 
depicted by the foes of progress as a force ignoring national 
interests, has played a truly historic part in assuring national Th- 
dependcnce and national statehood for the overwhelming por¬ 
tion of the world population. 

The finest minds have long dreamed of fraternity, of a com¬ 
munity of the peoples. The successes of socialism, and of the 
national-democratic revolutions, have brought mankind closer to 
this ideal. The way to the true fraternity of all peoples is now 
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known and tested-it runs through the struggle against imperial¬ 
ist violence, for the freedom and independence of all the peo¬ 
ples, for peace, democracy and socialism. 


October 1972 







The Communists and the Young Generation 


Work among the youth, that active political force and reserve 
of the Communist movement, has always had an important 
place in Communist activity. And this work is much more im¬ 
portant today. For young people are more educated and pro¬ 
fessionally trained, and take an interest in politics at an earlier 
age. Youth’s way of life is changing, too. Young men and women 
are being subjected to more ideological influences. 

Half of the world’s population is under 24. Recent years have 
seen the youth play a bigger part in politics and the class struggle, 
the anti-imperialist movement, and in socialist and communist 
construction. 

Of course, the youth problem is differently solved in differing 
social settings. In the socialist countries the future of the young 
generation is inseparable from the effort to bring to reality the 
ideals of Marxism-Leninism. Needless to say, this poses its own 
problems. Involving youth in building the new society, its assimi¬ 
lation of the Marxist-Leninist world outlook, the emergence of 
the new personality-all this does not come of itself; it requires 
much work by the Party and Komsomol. 

In the capitalist countries there are other problems: the youth 
must be brought into the fight against the war danger, against 
imperialism, brought closer to the positions of the working class 
and socialism, and trained in the Marxist-Leninist world outlook. 
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All the differences in the conditions and character of youth work 
notwithstanding, the Communist movement has the common 
task of drawing the young generation into the revolutionary re¬ 
fashioning of the world. And in this respect some aspects of 
CPSU youth work are of undoubted interest. 

The very composition of the young Soviet generation (the 16 
to 30 age group) is significant: it accounts for about one-fifth 
of the population, over 30 per cent of the gainfully employed, 
and over 40 per cent of employment in the economy. And these 
figures on youth organisation: 31 million are in the Komsomol, 
28 million in the trade unions, and 2 million in the Party. 

The character of Soviet youth, its spiritual make-up, were 
shaped in the milieu of socialist society, but also as a result of 
the Communist Party’s purposeful effort. Socialism frees the 
youth of exploitation and inequality, guarantees its socio-politi¬ 
cal rights, gives it confidence in the future, presents boundless 
opportunities for constructive work, education and culture. So¬ 
cialism eliminates the age-old disparity between proclaimed 
aims and reality, removes the social causes of disenchantment, 
of escape into one’s personal life and interests, into concern only 
for one’s wellbeing. 

Socialism offers challenging aims worthy of youth’s seething 
energy. The present young generation continues the traditions 
born in the self-sacrificing heroism of the Civil and Great Pat¬ 
riotic wars and in the labour effort that laid the foundations of 
socialist society. The CPSU has implicit faith in the Soviet youth, 
in which it sees its reliable helper. 

This should not be taken to mean that youth work is free of 
problems or difficulties. The Party and Komsomol speak of 
them openly and find good solutions, removing the snags and 
resolving the problems. Their timely solution is all the more im¬ 
portant because the youth of today will play a big part in Soviet 
society’s advance to the highest, communist phase of develop¬ 
ment and will make a big contribution to the worldwide con¬ 
frontation of the forces of peace, progress and socialism and 
those of reaction, aggression and imperialism. 
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The 24th CPSU Congress devoted much attention to the grow¬ 
ing generation. Addressing the rally of Soviet students in Octo¬ 
ber 1971, L. I. Brezhnev emphasised: ‘The 24th Congress deci¬ 
sions entrust to the Soviet youth continuation of our scientific, 
technological and social progress. The Congress called on our 
young men and women to be in the front ranks of the fighters 
for a high culture in production and life, for making communist 
standards an intrinsic part of our reality.” 

Our Party is working to imbue all young people with com¬ 
munist convictions, make them their guide in life and work, and 
teach them independent ideological and political orientation. 

The CPSU gives the young generation a feeling of civic 
responsibility for safeguarding and multiplying our socialist 
gains in the social, economic and political fields. It teaches the 
youth to draw correct conclusions from the difficulties and short¬ 
comings they at times have to contend with. Otherwise there 
might develop such traits as social passivity, indifference, even 
susceptibility to influences alien to socialism. 

The Party encourages youth to apply its creative energy and 
initiative to constructive endeavour. We attach much importance 
to increasing the influence of the collective on the formation of 
the personality. For the growing generation has not experienced 
class oppression and exploitation, has not gone through the 
trying ordeal of war nor the difficulties of reconstruction and 
post-war rehabilitation. This is why the CPSU encourages the 
study and propaganda of the Soviet people’s revolutionary and 
labour traditions. 

Our Party consistently adheres to the Leninist principle of 
combining ideologico-political training of the youth with its 
practical participation in communist construction. 

The Soviet youth has an active part in the nation-wide emula¬ 
tion drive for fulfilment of the five-year plan, with its emphasis 
on the factors that make for intensive economic development 
and higher production effectiveness. Millions of young workers 
and specialists are making a valuable contribution by their 
rationalisation proposals and new inventions, by their effort in 
the front ranks of the scientific-technical revolution. The Kom¬ 
somol has assumed patronage over the chief projects of the cur¬ 


212 


rent, ninth, five-year plan. There arc more than 150 such priority 
construction projects at which the youth is setting an example 
of labour enthusiasm and heroism. By their self-sacrificing work 
and initiative, by work in the student building brigades, young 
people arc acquiring such splendid qualities as ideological 
staunchness, collectivism, diligence, concern for public property, 
socialist patriotism, sense of duty, ability to overcome difficulties. 

The CPSU gives every support and encouragement to youth’s 
socio-political activity, its participation in administering the 
affairs of society. More than 550,000 members of local Soviets 
(over 25 per cent of the total) are under 30, among them 320,000 
Komsomol members. Nearly one-fifth of the USSR Supreme 
Soviet deputies are under 30. The Komsomol is represented at 
various levels of government and in public organisations. This 
trains young people to think in terms of the community, the 
whole country, and take a practical part in administering it. 

The CPSU devotes special attention to measures designed 
to bring closer together the various social strata of our youth. 
This problem is of fundamental importance both in terms of 
our gradual advance to a classless communist society and in 
terms of educating all young people in a spirit of the communist 
ideals. How is it being solved? 

Let us take education. The USSR is completing the transition 
to universal compulsory secondary education. In higher educa¬ 
tion, the aim is to make it accessible to young people from all 
classes and social groups on a basis of factual and not merely 
formal equality. To that end, preparatory courses for young 
workers have been started at higher educational establishments. 
Priority is given to those who have worked or are working in 
industry. Young workers and peasants are chosen for study. 
Branches of higher educational institutions are organised at the 
bigger factories. Lastly, material and housing conditions of stu¬ 
dents are being improved. 

The coming together of various social groups of the Soviet 
young generation is being achieved in other ways too. For 
instance, student building brigades working on various projects 
during the summer holidays come into closer contact with the 
life and problems of young workers and peasants. Mention 
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should also be made of the Soviet Army’s role in this process. 
As a rule it not only provides specialised and general education, 
but also brings young men of different social groups and 
nationalities into closer association. 

Representatives of the worker and peasant youth who reveal 
the qualities needed for political work arc encouraged to take 
up such work after completing their higher education. That has 
always been CPSU policy. This gives them an active part in the 
leadership of society, and they can develop into state and Party 
cadres. This process is important not only today, but for our 
future social development as well. 

Internationalist education is one of the key directions of 
CPSU youth work. And such education is made all the easier 
by the internationalist climate that is part of Soviet life. Our 
young generation has grown as an organic part of the new his¬ 
toric community, the Soviet people. From early years it is taught 
to respect the culture and democratic heritage of all the Soviet 
nations. The Komsomol construction projects, where youngsters 
from dozens of nationalities work side by side, epitomise and 
develop the traditions of friendship and brotherhood of all 
peoples. In our schools and universities, in vocational training 
schools and in industry, in the Komsomol and other public 
organisations-everywhere young people from the many Soviet 
nationalities work and live as members of one big family. 

The CPSU considers it its duty to educate the Soviet youth 
in a spirit of fraternal friendship with the peoples of the socialist 
countries, and of class solidarity with workers in the capitalist 
and developing countries. The mass media carry extensive infor¬ 
mation about the life and struggle of the working people in 
capitalist countries, the revolutionary activity of the Marxist- 
Leninist parties, the Communist youth leagues, all the anti¬ 
imperialist forces. 


11 

Our Party attaches much importance to ideologico-political work 
among the young generation. Experience has shown that success 
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depends largely on the way this work is organised, on the 
methods employed. 

“The middle-aged and the aged often do not know how to 
approach the youth,” Lenin wrote, “for the youth must of neces¬ 
sity advance to socialism in a different way , by other paths , in 
other forms , in other circumstances than their fahters”. 1 That is 
why set, rigid formulas are intolerable in working with the 
youth. 

The Party’s leading role in relation to the youth has nothing 
in common with administrative methods. The CPSU directs the 
many-faceted political, organisational and ideological work 
among the youth conducted by the many nuclei of our society. 
This is done in full conformity with the young generation’s 
interests and requirements and with the active participation of 
its representatives. There are permanent youth commissions in 
the Supreme Soviets of the USSR and Union Republics, in all 
local Soviets, trade unions, the writers, journalists, artists, com¬ 
posers’ unions, also youth committees in the rationalisers and 
inventors’ societies. Their job is to study youth problems, devise 
solutions, satisfy the needs of different strata of the growing 
generation. 

Whole branches of culture in the Soviet Union cater to the 
youth. Suffice it to say that last year three Komsomol publishing 
houses published nearly 700 books for young readers in a total 
printing of 41 million copies, and there were more than 2,500 
books for schoolchildren in a total printing of about 350 million 
copies. There are 274 youth radio and TV programmes, dozens 
of films on youth themes and youth theatres in many of our cities. 

Special mention should be made of the Komsomol press-226 
newspapers and magazines with a total circulation of some 70 
million. All of them, and notably Komsomolskaya Pravda, 
which has the biggest youth readership, reflect the energy and 
activity of Soviet youth. 

We attach much importance to the Young Pioneer Palaces, 
youth clubs, science circles and societies, amateur art groups and 
sports organisations. Under socialism, sport is not only an im- 

1 Coll. Works, Vol. 23, p. 164. 
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portant means of physical, but also of aesthetic, moral develop¬ 
ment of die young generation, cultivating willpower and collec¬ 
tivism. That is why our Party and state devote so much attention 
to sports. 

Naturally, the main role in youth work belongs to the youth 
organisations functioning under Party leadership. The two big¬ 
gest, of course, are the Komsomol and the Young Pioneers. The 
Komsomol enjoys extensive rights and independence. It has an 
active share in all our undertakings. The Party has a high regard 
for its work, supports its initiatives, helps to overcome diffi¬ 
culties that crop up in its activities. And difficulties are inevit¬ 
able. For instance, everyone accepts the principle that young 
people should harmonise their personal with public interests. 
Similarly, everyone agrees that recreation should be combined 
with tasks of an ideological and political character. But it is not 
easy to devise a concrete, rational, balance, and, at the same time, 
attractive ways of combining the two. Bold creative solutions 
have to be worked out and Komsomol organisations are doing 
just that, naturally with the help of the Party. 

In its work with the Komsomol, the CPSU makes a point of 
encouraging its initiative. Excessive supervision and formalism 
have no place in work among the youth, and the Party rejects 
petty guardianship and everything that tends to hold back Kom¬ 
somol initiative. 

But the CPSU has always opposed making an absolute of the 
independence of youth organisations. Our experience has con¬ 
vinced us that, in a socialist society, youth enthusiasm becomes a 
potent constructive force only if combined with the revolutionary 
political experience of the Communist Party. 


Ill 

Some ten to fifteen years ago, Communists, like all other pro¬ 
gressives, were troubled by the political apathy of a considerable 
section of the younger generation in the capitalist world. At 
present revolutionary ferment is running high and the youth is 
displaying its will to participate in resolving the socio-political 
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problems. Now the main thing is to help it find its effective 
place in the struggle against imperialism and for its own vital 
interests. The 1969 International Meeting of Communist and 
Workers’ Parties stressed the Communists* approval of, and 
active participation in, the upswing of the youth movement. 

The present-day youth is entering life at a time of profound 
revolutionary transformations. Capitalist exploitation and na¬ 
tional oppression have been wiped out in a large part of the 
world, socialist society has become a reality, the organised work¬ 
ing class in the capitalist countries has grown into a mighty social 
force to be reckoned with by employers and governments, and 
the imperialist colonial system has crumbled. The youth is taking 
part in the changes, and naturally experiences their tremendous 
impact. 

The objective conditions and interest of the vast majority of 
the youth is inclining it towards the working class and the Com¬ 
munist parties, and towards Marxist ideas. The youth is attracted 
by the consistent revolutionism of Marxism-Leninism, its strictly 
scientific and creative character, and the close link between 
theory and the practice of class struggle. On entering life, the 
youth encounters the acute contradictions bred by the deepen¬ 
ing general crisis of capitalism. The problems of employment 
and satisfaction of material and growing spiritual demands rouse 
the youth against the basic principles of the present-day capital¬ 
ism, which is unable to meet their needs. The actual state of 
affairs, as stressed in many statements of the fraternal parties, 
falls far short of the scientific-technical and cultural progress and 
the opportunities this affords for the all-round development of 
the individual, calling for a radical repatterning of education, 
upbringing, and professional training. More and more young 
people are joining the protest movement against the licentious 
monopoly rule and imperialism’s acts of aggression. Socio- 
politically, it is part of the broad anti-imperialist movement, of 
which the working class is the unifying core and hegemon, for 
these days all progressive movements interweave organically 
with the working-class struggle. 

But the younger generation does not develop in an ideological 
vacuum. A struggle for influence rages in the capitalist world, 
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made all the more acute by the objective gravitation of large 
sections of the youth towards Marxism-Leninism. 

The ruling class employs the state, the Church, the mass 
media and every other possible channel to influence young 
people and divert them from politics and ideology. Communists 
in many countries note that proponents of reformism and 
clericalism have become visibly more active. The young 
generation’s sense of alienation and discontent with its role in 
society and the place capitalism allots the individual in 
production, generate disenchantment in social ideas, breeding 
such perverse forms of social protest as the “hippie” movement 
and, at the other extreme, a spurious anarchistic radicalism, 
which Right and “Left” extremists exploit for their own ends. 
This is helping the ruling class to sluice the young people’s social 
protest into a safe, even for them profitable, channel by counter- 
posing it to the organised working-class movement and turning 
the youth against the socialist countries. 

However, the political situation in the world offers Com¬ 
munists abundant objective opportunities to step up their youth 
work. The influence of Marxist-Leninist ideas, in fact, is not to 
be measured solely by the numerical strength of the young Com¬ 
munist leagues. In many countries, young men and women join 
the Communist Party directly. Furthermore, Marxism-Leninism 
is exercising an ever greater influence on the activity of other 
youth organisations. 

The whole world gives great credit to the CPSU, the Soviet 
Union, the other socialist states, and the international Com¬ 
munist movement, for promoting the international detente , 
helping to stop the US intervention in Vietnam and settling 
many of the other major international problems covered by the 
Peace Programme in Brezhnev’s report to the 24th CPSU Con¬ 
gress. As stressed by the CC CPSU April (1973) meeting, that 
Programme is being put into effect with good results. This 
conforms with the interests of the broad masses, including the 
youth. 

Communism offers a clear, pure and lofty perspective con¬ 
sonant with the aspirations of the youth. Communism, and the 
real socialism embodied in the socialist community, has remark¬ 
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able achievements. Using these to the maximum, we Com¬ 
munists can exercise an ever stronger influence on the minds and 
feelings of the younger generation throughout the world. 

Understandably, the action plans of each party arc drawn up 
to suit the concrete local conditions. But much depends on 
international co-operation. The CPSU regards the youth move¬ 
ment in the USSR as a part of the world-wide movement, and 
therefore attaches special significance to expanding the contacts 
of our Lenin Young Communist League with the fraternal 
Communist youth leagues. This, the Party holds, is an important 
means of instilling proletarian internationalism in our own 
younger generation. The further expansion and consolidation 
of such contacts is highly important in many other ways, and 
particularly for the further consolidation of the international 
youth movement on an anti-imperialist platform. 


IV 

Youth participation in the massive Vietnam solidarity move¬ 
ment, the struggle for security in Europe and other regions, and 
actions supporting the liberation struggle of the Arab peoples 
and in the Portuguese colonies, speak of the youth s deep 
interest in international affairs. Understandably so, because 
the question of war and peace has a direct bearing on the 
future of the younger generation. The youth anti-war move¬ 
ments are a sign of the times, and can help greatly in drawing 
new strength into the general anti-imperialist struggle. Such 
international democratic youth organisations as the World 
Federation of Democratic Youth and the International Union 
of Students should play a big part in this. 

Europe is no longer the same. The main elements of the 
programme framed by the Karlovy Vary Conference have been 
achieved thanks to the foreign-policy initiatives of the USSR, 
the other socialist countries and the fraternal Communist par¬ 
ties. And fighting for further relaxation of tension, we Com¬ 
munists keep watch on all the sides of the process. 

There are new opportunities for expanding and vitalising the 
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democratic movements and promoting co-operation between 
different political currents. Most of all this applies to the youth 
movement. 

Nowadays, we hold, there could be contacts not only with 
forces close to us Communists, but also with more distant forces 
which would never have thought of sitting at the same table 
with Communists in the recent past. Despite anti-Communist, 
anti-Soviet prejudices young Social-Democrats, Demo-christians 
and Liberals are compelled by the very realities of life to 
seek contact with the youth in the socialist countries and, in 
some cases, also with the Communist youth organisations in 
their own countries. International co-operation among youth 
organisations of different political trends has become more 
lively. Such broadly representative actions as, say, the youth 
and students European security conferences in Florence and 
Helsinki, were inconceivable only a few years ago. 

On the other hand, the weaker position of militarist and 
revenge-seeking forces may nourish complacency among some 
sections of the public. Yet in the present conditions such 
complacency is impermissible. On the contrary, a further uplift 
is needed. Lapse of political vigilance can only harm detente. 
Despite the declining tension in Europe and the termination 
of the Vietnam aggression, the arms race continues unabated, 
mass annihilation weapons continue to be improved, the military 
budgets of the USA and other NATO countries continue to 
grow, seats of danger to peace, as in the Middle East, continue 
to exist, and ,last but not least, the reactionary forces are going 
out of their way to keep up the climate of psychological war¬ 
fare. Many poeple in the capitalist world still need to learn 
what Communists know for an obvious fact-that the new 
realistic attitudes of some Western governments are not simply 
tokens of goodwill, but a result of the changed relation of 
strength on the international scene and in the separate countries, 
a result of the struggle of the masses, their political parties and 
public organisations. 

To develop effectively, the youth movement requires a sound 
and clear definition of its objectives, and must learn to har¬ 
monise its needs with the interests of the working-class and 


220 


national-liberation movement. It may be useful to bring home 
to the youth the Marxist approach to the correlation of general- 
democratic and socialist tasks, that is, as Lenin wrote, “to 
combine the struggle for democracy and the struggle for the 
socialist revolution”. 2 In this Communists can render the youth 
invaluable help. Take the World Rally of Working Youth, 
held in Moscow in November 1972. It proved that nowadays dis¬ 
cussions of the Marxist-Lcninist approach to the major social- 
economic problems at broadly representative forums (as many 
as 115 countries sent representatives to the Moscow rally) can 
be fruitful and constructive. 

The international democratic organisations need a dynamic 
policy of co-operation with other political trends on an anti¬ 
imperialist platform. The progressive and democratic youth 
organisations should not stand aloof as youth exchanges develop 
along government channels. 

Seeking broader co-operation with other trends, young Com¬ 
munists are aware of the new forms of ideological struggle; 
these may not be as sharp on the surface, but require as much, 
and possibly more, political acumen and insight. Having failed 
to “roll back” communism, our adversaries will doubtless try 
to exploit the detente process to promote what they openly 
style as their “flexible policy” of “eroding” socialism. Some want 
to use the greater exchange of people and ideas for new acts 
of ideological subversion. And we must keep a sharp eye on 
these attempts at neutralising the class approach and peddling 
“convergence”, “ideological peace” and other such bourgeois- 
liberal and reformist concepts. 

On the other hand, we know the harm done to the youth 
movement by the Trotskyite, Maoist and other ultra-Left trends. 
True, the bid to create a world-wide Maoist movement has col¬ 
lapsed. But extreme leftist propaganda may now become more 
active due to the developing detente and the headway in estab¬ 
lishing a dependable European security system. It is therefore 
especially urgent to show the danger of the various pseudo¬ 
revolutionary ideas liable to influence the youth. 


2 Coll. Works, Vol. 35, p. 267. 
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Despite the variety and continuous renewal of our concrete 
slogans and demands, the facts and the revolutionary practice 
of the fraternal parties show that there arc some unchanging and 
common features. 

Firstly, the maximum effort goes into developing the youth 
movement as an active and conscious participant in the great 
class battle for die interests of the working class, for peace 
and socialism. To quote the resolution submitted by Lenin and 
Rosa Luxemburg to the Stuttgart Congress, the Communists 
must “act in such a way as to educate working class youth in 
the spirit of socialism and an awareness of the brotherhood of 
nations”. 3 

Secondly, the younger generation is rallied to tackle its 
specific problems arising from the requirements of different 
social groups. Equal pay for equal work, professional and 
technical training, access to higher education, and other socio¬ 
economic and academic problems occupy an ever more 
conspicuous place in the programmes and daily activity of Com¬ 
munists, and their propaganda shows the connection between 
the specific youth demands and the general struggle of the pro¬ 
gressive forces against monopoly and the military-industrial 
complex, for far-reaching democratic and social change. 

Thirdly, fuller satisfaction is sought of the young people's 
interest in world problems and their urge to participate in 
resolving them. This is facilitated by showing the abyss between 
the antipopular substance of imperialist rule and the interests of 
the youth and the masses in general. 

While rousing the youth for the battle for European security 
and co-operation, and the democratic alternative to the “Europe 
of the trusts”, Communists are aware of the mounting Euro¬ 
centrist sentiment. The youth movement of Europe cannot 
exist in isolation from the youth organisations on other con¬ 
tinents. Solidarity with the struggle of the Vietnamese people, 
as we know, was one of the principle stimuli of the European 
progressive youth movement, of its united action. 

The agreement terminating the Vietnam war should give 

3 Coll. Works, Vol. 41, p. 200. 
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impulse to youth and other mass movements in pressing for 
the other urgent international solutions, and liberating the 
peoples from all forms of national and social oppression. Much 
could be accomplished by the 10th World Festival of Youth 
and Students in Berlin under the motto, “For Anti-Imperialist 
Solidarity, and for Peace and Friendship!” 

Finally, we must not overlook the basic importance of 
explaining the policy of the socialist countries, and countering 
slander and misinformation on this score, whoever it may come 
from. Young people should understand what the socialist coun¬ 
tries mean historically for their own future and the future of 
the whole world, for this adds considerably to the influence 
of Marxism-Leninism. The attitude to the socialist countries, 
locked in tense struggle wih imperialism as they implement the 
ideals of the working class, is the focal point of our ideological 
work among the youth and of its revolutionary education. 

The development of the youth movement has given rise to 
many serious political and theoretical problems, which the 
Communist parties can resolve jointly. Undertakings such as 
the recent Moscow conference of European Communist and 
Workers’ parties on youth work, and further co-operation in 
this sphere, will produce important stimuli for drawing the 
youth into the struggle for peace, democracy, national liberation 
and socialism. 


June 1973 













The World Situation 

and the Revolutionary Process 


The five years since the Moscow 1969 International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers’ Parties are remembered by the 
peoples as a significant period in the development of the inter¬ 
national situation and the revolutionary movement. 

Events have fully confirmed the meeting’s conclusion that 
“imperialism can neither regain its lost historical initiative nor 
reverse world development”. The aggravation of capitalism’s 
economic and political crisis is clear proof that it cannot resolve 
the vital problems now facing mankind. And more and more 
the masses are coming to realise that socialism is the highway 
to social progress for all. 

The two most important processes over the past five years 
have been, first, the growing might of the countries of the 
socialist community, their vigorous action together with all the 
peace forces against imperialist aggression, for detente and 
international security, and second, the mounting struggle of 
the working class and working people generally in the capitalist 
countries, of the ex-colonial peoples and the anti-imperialist 
movement as a whole. Developing in interconnection, these 
two cardinal social processes have substantially changed the 
international situation in favour of peace and socialism. 
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New upsurge o\ world socialism 

The 1969 Meeting emphasised that the socialist world had 
entered a stage that enabled it to make much fuller use of its 
vast latent reserves. The past years have convincingly 
demonstrated that we are in a new sage of social, economic 
and political development. 

To take economic policy. As distinct from the recent past, 
when the Soviet Union had to concentrate its resources chiefly 
on expanding heavy industry, it has now turned to comprehen¬ 
sive solution of social and economic problems. The growth of 
its economic, military and political strength enabled the 24th 
CPSU Congress to make higher prosperity standards the piority 
goal, without, however, relaxing attention to the technical re¬ 
equipment of the economy and to assuring the country’s 
defence capacity. Similar changes have taken place also in the 
other countries of the socialist community. 

In relations betwen the socialist countries, the period since 
1969 has seen the development of socialist economic integra¬ 
tion, the highest form of economic co-operation. It envisages 
production co-operation and specialisation on a broad scale 
and closer co-ordination of economic plans. It is important to 
note that fraternal co-operation of the CMEA countries tends 
to even out their development levels and this, in turn, makes 
their co-operation more effective, increases its positive impact 
on their economies and on all aspects of their social life. 

Socialist economic planning assures high and stable growth 
rates, with resultant growth of the CMEA countries’ share in 
the world economy, and enhances their political and economic 
standing. Today, the chief industrial centres of the capitalist 
world, including Western Europe and the US, are behind the 
CMEA countries not only in raw material resources, but also 
in industrial potential. 

The economic achievements of the Soviet Union and other 
socialist countries are there for all to see. The world was deeply 
impressed by the Soviet Union’s successful fulfilment of the 
third-year programme of its current five-year plan. The deci¬ 
sions of the December 1973 CC CPSU Plenum, aimed at higher 
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effcctivncss of social production, arc a new and powerful 
stimulus to economic development. 

The adiievcmcnts of developed socialism arc not confined 
to economic growth and higher prosperity standards. The 
socialist countries have in recent years made vivid progress 
in imparting a fundamentally new quality to life, one unknown 
under capitalism, and creating the conditions for man's all¬ 
round cultural growth and the full development of his abilities 
and talents. 

The uninterrupted development of socialist democracy- 
genuine government by the people and their broad participa¬ 
tion in directing production and the affairs of statc-is the 
unaltcring policy of the Communist and Workers’ Parties of 
the socialist states. Accordingly, socialism not merely pro¬ 
claims, but effectively guarantees the workingman’s rights and 
provides conditions enabling him to look to the future with 
confidence. Socialism forges the moral and political unity of 
the people and creates a social stability which capitalism has 
nowhere and never been able to match. 


Social and political importance of detente 

In the final analysis, it is the achievements of existing socialism 
that made possible the historical change from the cold war to 
detente and consolidation of the principles of peaceful co¬ 
existence of states with differing social systems. 

The concrete results of the struggle for a better international 
political climate are well known. They are: cessation of im¬ 
perialist aggression in Vietnam, the victory of the heroic Viet¬ 
namese people and creation of the prerequisites for a just 
peace throughout the whole of Indochina; progress towards 
eliminating the consequences of Israeli aggression in the Middle 
East and the prospect of resolving the crisis in this explosive 
area; recognition of the GDR under international law, and 
the strengthening of Cuba’s positions. They also include the 
system of agreements designed to restrict and eliminate the 
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danger of a world thermo-nuclear war; the series of agree¬ 
ments formalising the results of the Second World War and 
Europe’s postwar development; normalisation of international 
relations and expansion of mutually beneficial co-operation 
between countries belonging to the two world social systems. 

An important contribution to detente was the meeting of the 
Political Consultative Committee of the Warsaw Treaty held 
in Warsaw, April 17-18. The views and positions on out¬ 
standing European issues set forth in the final communique 
offer a constructive base for finalising preparations for the 
concluding phase of the European Security and Co-operation 
Conference. 

All these changes are the result of the intensive struggle of 
the socialist states, the international working class, the 
national-liberation and all peace-loving democratic forces. 

Together with other political forces, the international Com¬ 
munist movement has done much in recent years to raise the 
fight for peace to a new level. The anti-imperialist action pro¬ 
gramme drawn up at the 1969 Meeting has played an important 
part in this. The results of the programme’s realisation are 
eloquent proof that the socialist-community countries and the 
world Communist movement hold the initiative in the positive 
development of international relations, the preservation of 
peace and prevention of a thermo-nuclear conflict. And that 
initiative is clearly expressed in the Peace Programme adopted 
by the 24th CPSU Congress. 

The social and political significance of recent international 
developments is perfectly obvious. Acceptance of the inviola¬ 
bility of existing European boundaries and the obligation of 
states with differing social systems stringently to abide by the 
principles of peaceful co-existence and non-interference in in¬ 
ternal affairs, not only strengthen peace, but also create the 
international conditions for the continued advance of socialism 
and the democratic and revolutionary struggle, against the 
system of exploitation. This is emphasised in the clear and 
substantiated statement of the Brussels Conference of West 
European Communist Paries and is dealt with also in the 
Communist press of other continents. 
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More than anything in the past, official acceptance by the 
chief imperialist forces of peaceful co-existence undermines 
the social basis of the aggressive military and political organi¬ 
sations ranged against the socialist countries and the revolu¬ 
tionary and democratic forces. Detente strengthens the realis¬ 
tically-minded elements within the bourgeois camp and helps 
to isolate the more reactionary imperialist forces, the “war 
parties’* and the miltary-industrial complexes. 

Lastly, detente has stimulated changes within the Social- 
Democratic parties. Notwithstanding the anti-communist policy 
of a number of their Right-wing leaders, the leaders of most 
European Socialist and Social Democratic parties want to 
extend contacts w T ith the socialist world, and in some countries 
we have the first steps towards united action with the Com¬ 
munists. Of course, these positive trends can be of tangible 
value to all the forces within the labour movement only if the 
Right-wing anti-communist leaders arc neutralised. 

In origin, substance and results, detente is not only a poli¬ 
tical, but also a social factor representing a new and important 
stage in the world-wide anti-imperialist struggle. 

The Communists arc fully aware that political detente will 
not develop automatically, without energetic efforts to over¬ 
come the resistance of the hardline cold warriors, who are 
behind all the attempts to impose “detente terms” obviously 
calculated to “soften up” and “erode” the socialist community. 
The forces working for a new military and political bloc in 
Western Europe arc more active, too. The enemies of detente 
will not stop at armed provocation to torpedo the Paris agree¬ 
ments and prevent durable peace for the peoples of Indo¬ 
china, and they are continuing their subversion in the Middle 
East and Latin America. 

There is the sinister fact that even today, in the detente set¬ 
ting, a process which, essentially, is the material preparation of 
war is continuing and gaining momentum. 

The imperialist-boosted arms drive forces the socialist 
countries to assign the needed funds for defence, and draws 
into its orbit dozens of developing countries. Imperialist mili¬ 
tarism is, at the same time, always directed against the interests 
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of the working class and the democratic forces in the imperialist 
countries themselves. 

That is why the fight for social progress, for the continued 
advance of all the revolutionary contingents, imperatively 
requires an all-out cffqjrt to consolidate international detente 
and foil the imperialist strategy based on the permissibility of 
war. 

Discussing the distinctive features of the present period, 
L. I. Brezhnev emphasised in his speech at the World Congress 
of Peace Forces that the road to peace will not be a smooth 
and simple one. “As in the past, it will require not only con¬ 
sistency, firmness and energy, but also better forms, new 
methods, timely and precise initiatives to prevent the rise of 
centres of tension and setbacks in the detente process”. 


Qualitative changes in the general crisis of capitalism 

International detente does not, of course, repeal the laws 
governing the development of capitalist society, and has not 
brought it a respite. 

The crisis of the capitalist system now manifests itself in 
widely different areas: the energy crisis, monetary crisis, eco¬ 
nomic-policy crisis, overproduction crisis, crisis in relations 
between imperialism and the Third World, crisis in relations 
between imperialism’s chief power centres, the United States, 
Western Europe and Japan, the political and ideological 
crisis-a combination of crisis processes unique in the history 
of post-war capitalism. 

And yet only a while ago bourgeois ideologists were main¬ 
taining that, for capitalism, the time of crises had passed: the 
scientific and technological revolution had ostensibly cured 
capitalism of all its ills, heightened its vitality, infused new 
strength. But Marxists had always seen behind the much- 
vaunted “economic miracles” of some capitalist countries deep¬ 
going processes that were undermining the very foundations of 
bourgeois society. Thus, in 1966, the Central Committee Report 
to the 23rd CPSU Congress states: ‘The inner destructive 
forces of the capitalist economy continue to operate, and it 
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cannot avert fresh upheavals”. And this in the Document of 
the 1969 Meeting: ‘The scientific and technological revolution 
accelerates the socialisation of the economy; under monopoly 
domination this leads to the reproduction of social antagonisms 
on a growing scale and in a sharper form”. And reality 
furnishes incontestable confirmation of both statements. 

The outstanding feature in the economic picture is the un¬ 
precedented combination of energy crisis, growing unemploy¬ 
ment and inflation. What do we see in the US today? A ‘troika’ 
reign of inflation, unempoyment, shortages. And this not from 
a Communist, but from J. K. Galbraith, the well-known bour¬ 
geois economist. 

Only yesterday a combination of rapid inflation and produc¬ 
tion stagnation-now described as “stagflation’-seemed un¬ 
natural. Today it is taken for granted, and there arc new, 
unexpected combinations: energy, raw material and food 
shortages coupled with overproduction of many commodities, 
for instance. 

And so, only two or three years after the wave of serious 
slumps and economic recession that swept the capitalist world 
in 1969-1971, again we have industrial boom giving way to 
drastic economic deterioration. Is this not clear evidence of the 
bankruptcy and state-monopoly capitalism’s economic policy? 

There has also been a sharp aggravation of contradictions 
between imperialist countries. US finance capital is trying to 
exploit its lead in oil and gas to avenge its recent defeat on the 
world capitalist market, symbolised by the collapse of the 
monetary system built on dollar supremacy. At the same time, 
US imperialism is seeking to bolster its political position and 
patch up the global system of imperialist military alliances 
under its aegis. 

However, the US economic and political counter-offensive 
is meeting with increasing resistance. This can be seen in 
America’s growing contradictions with Western Europe, 
notably France, and sharper economic rivalry with Japan. And 
to these imperialist conflicts should be added the new tangle 
of contradictions within the Common Market and also between 
Japan and the West European countries. 
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In present-day conditions the sharper antagonism between 
the imperialist countries and the Third World stands out in 
especially bold relief. For many years the imperialist mono¬ 
polies used the development of synthetic materials, increased 
agricultural output in the capitalist countries, etc., to pressure 
the former colonics into selling their produce at a lower price. 
The result has been steadily and sharply to reduce the devel¬ 
oping countries’ share in world trade and widen the economic 
gap between the two groups of non-socialist countries. 

Now the developing countries, notably those of the Arab 
East, arc taking advantage of the dependence of many in¬ 
dustries of the imperialist countries, particularly those produc¬ 
ing synthetic materials, on oil imports, to deal imperialism a 
retaliatory blow. The shock-force of imperialist expansion, the 
international supermonopolics, are now more frequently con¬ 
fronted with a united front of countries that have broken out 
of colonial oppression and are now asserting their sovereign 
right to dispose of their natural wealth. The energy crisis is 
but a reflection of the crisis of the entire system of economic 
relations between imperialism and the Third World, the crisis 
of neo-colonialist policy. 

Never before have crisis processes in the economy and the 
factors that deepen the political crisis in individual imperialist 
countries and in the whole system of capitalist international 
relations been so closely inter-related, and never before have 
they so powerfully affected each other. And if we examine 
these sharpening crisis processes in their aggregate, we shall 
find that what we have is not merely the further deepening, 
but a definite qualitative change in the development of the 
general crisis of capitalism within the framework of its third 
stage. 


Sharper class battles 

The collapse of hopes for durable social and political stability 
in the imperialist countries-such is the distinguishing feature 
of the present stage of capitalism’s general crisis and, at the 
same time, the inevitable consequence of its development. 
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Practically everywhere the class struggle has taken on a new 
sharpness. This is evidenced by the overall social picture in the 
capitalist countries in the past few years: the vast scope of the 
strike movement, the severity of social and political conflicts, 
political tension, recurring government crises and, in a number 
of countries, the sharp crisis of the system of government and 
the institutions of power. 

Events in the past few years have convincingly confirmed 
the thesis of the 1969 Meeting that the working class is the 
main motive and mobilising force of the revolutionary struggle, 
of the entire democratic, anti-imperialist movement. Events 
have confirmed that the class struggle of the working people 
is increasingly directed against the system of state-monopoly 
domination. 

The economic basis of social manoeuvring by the mono¬ 
polies has visibly narrowed since the 1960’s. More and more 
frequently the ruling element resorts to wage restrictions and 
measures against the trade unions. The natural result is the 
sharpening of class struggle. However, this does not testify to 
the growing strength of the enemies of the working class. That 
was impressively demonstrated by the Tories’ antilabour policy 
in Britain. The three-day week and corresponding wage cuts 
-essentially monopoly capitals’s reply to the massive strikes 
of the miners and other contingents of the working class-was 
a nationwide lockout that made a large part of the working 
population semi-unemployed. The frontal attack on the work¬ 
ing class failed. The miners won a convincing victory and the 
Tories were defeated in the parliamentary elections. 

The discussions at the conferences of West European Com¬ 
munist parties in London (1971) and Brussels (1974) showed 
the need for joint, practical international working-class action 
to halt the multinational companies* attacks on the workers’ 
trade-union rights and social gains. Co-ordinating the struggle 
of the workers employed by these transnational monopolies 
in the various countries has become an urgent problem, espe¬ 
cially in the battle against increasing US monopoly expansion, 
EEC anti-democratic social policies, and the plans to use the 
EEC to consolidate the most reactionary forces. 
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No one will deny that the national-liberation movement, 
too, has taken on a more pronounced social content. Countries 
with progressive regimes continue to play an important part 
in extending social and economic change. However, the 
prospects of the national-liberation struggle depend in no 
small measure on a decisive rebuff to the dangerous tendencies 
towards anti-democratic policies, reactionary nationalism and 
anti-communism that have come to the surface in some of 
these countries. 

Democratic and anti-imperialist tendencies are acquiring in¬ 
creasing importance in India, Bangladesh, the Malagasy 
Republic, Sri Lanka and other countries. And as the 1969 
Meeting foresaw, there is widening social differentiation in the 
newly liberated countries and a sharpening conflict between 
the democratic forces and those of imperialism and internal 
reaction. This process is extending to countries which only a 
short while ago were considered secure bases of neo-colonia¬ 
lism (e.g., Thailand and the Philippines). Patriotic-minded 
people in these new national states are increasingly attracted 
to socialist ideas. 


The crisis of capitalism and the fascist danger 

It should be remembered that reaction always tries to use a 
crisis situation and heightened social and political instability 
for counterblows against the working class. Rightist elements 
are now more active in many countries of Europe, among them 
Italy, France and the FRG. Fascist terror continues in Spain. 
In this situation, the warning sounded by the 1969 Meeting that 
fascism steps up its activity' at the height of a crisis, is espe¬ 
cially pertinent, as is also the Meeting’s call to Communists 
to repel all pro-fascist sallies. 

The Chilean people’s tragedy today is evidence of the reality 
of the fascist danger. Many people have awakened to the fact 
that the repressive measures adopted in Chile-the shootings, 
prison camps, book burnings-are all fascist, Hitlerite methods. 
The events in Chile have given rise to a powerful international 
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campaign in defence of Chile's democrats and revolutionary 
fighters, for saving activists and leaders of the Communist and 
Socialist parties and other patriotic forces from persecution. 
Characteristically, there is a tendency to analyse the lessons 
of Chile in terms of the outlook for revolutionary progress in 
presentday conditions. 

Our revolution, too, came up against the fierce resistance 
^ of the reactionary bourgeoisie and world imperialism. That 
resistance suffered a crushing defeat due to a firm, far-sighted, 
principled and flexible Leninist policy accepting blocs with 
other parties, necessary compromises and temporary changes 
of policy, of which the New Economic Policy was a vivid 
example. That is why at crucial moments of the revolution, at 
its turning points, the working class had adequate support from 
the majority of the people, while the reactionary forces and 
their henchmen found themselves in isolation. 

Communists know how to draw lessons from setbacks as 
well. Study of the experience of the Paris Commune and the 
1905 revolution in Russia, that is, of abortive armed revolu¬ 
tions, made it possible to evolve the strategy and tactics which 
ensured the historic victory in October 1917. In today’s con¬ 
ditions, the Chilean events, which furnished the first example 
of “peaceful” revolutionary development over a long period, 
are most valuable to Marxists-Leninists from the point of view 
of perfecting revolutionary strategy and tactics. 

If we were to attempt a summary-in very general terms, of 
course-of the problems raised by these events, we could say 
the following. 

To begin with, the setback should not detract from the posi¬ 
tive aspects of the experience of the selfless activity of Chile’s 
revolutionaries-its Communists and Socialists. It was shown 
for the whole world to see that a Left bloc led by the working 
class parties and inspired by Marxist-Leninist ideas can come 
to power in a constitutional way and that, moreover, a con¬ 
siderable part of the peasantry and other middle strata can be 
won for the revolution. 

Secondly, whereas in the Russia of 1917 the revolutionary 
process developed peacefully for only several months, in Chile 
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there was a thrcc-ycar period lcading-it is essential to point 
this out-to important social and economic changes in the 
interest of the working people. This development was arrested 
precisely when there was a new upsurge among the masses in 
support of the revolution with its promise of further gains. It 
should be stressed that it was not the revolution but the coun¬ 
ter-revolution that openly and brazenly violated the Constitu¬ 
tion and trampled democratic rights underfoot. This confirms 
an objective law which has repeatedly manifested itself in the 
history of revolutions, namely, that whenever a real threat to 
the class interests of the bourgeoisie develops, it resorts to its 
substantial resources, in particular its links with international 
capital, in an effort to frustrate the revolutionary process and 
uses the most extreme, terroristic, dictatorial methods to sup¬ 
press and defeat the revolution. 

It follows that the events in Chile are a further reminder of 
the importance of maintaining revolutionary gains, of the 
tremendous importance of being prepared promptly to change 
forms of struggle, peaceful and non-peaceful, of the ability to 
repel the counter-revolutionary violence of the bourgeoisie with 
revolutionary violence. Those events are also a reminder of 
the need to approach the issue of the peaceful, non-armed 
road to a victorious revolution from a correct, Leninist posi¬ 
tion. The peaceful development of the revolution is guaranteed 
not only by an alignment of social forces under which the 
bourgeoisie would not venture to start a civil war, but by the 
constant preparedness of the revolutionary vanguard and the 
masses-in deed and not in words-to use the boldest means of 
struggle should the situation require it. 

Experience shows that the revolution can make good pro¬ 
gress if its social basis is consolidated and reinforced. This 
depends primarily on economic policy. After decisive political 
successes it is the economy that becomes the main field of bat¬ 
tle for victory of the revolution. The problem of framing and 
consistently implementing a correct economic polity in the 
period of transition, of choosing the forms and setting the pace 
of economic change, is complicated by the fact that the bour¬ 
geoisie uses economic blockade, artificially accentuated 
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conomic difficulties and industrial sabotage as a key weapon. 

Reaction plainly counts on the vacillation, half-heartcdncss 
and duality of the petty bourgeoisie and the middle strata, 
hoping to dissociate them from the working class and set them 
against it. Besides, the class enemy actively uses groups of 
"Left M -wing adventurers which play an objectively provocative 
role, especially when the revolution is developing peacefully. 
A fundamental problem invariably facing Communists is to 
fight with determination against the erroneous line and action 
of these groups and at the same time to work patiently among 
those influenced by them, and give the right direction to their 
revolutionary enthusiasm. 

The role of the mass media in the social and political strug¬ 
gles of today has grown to an extent unseen in past revolutions. 
The Chilean experience shows that to achieve victory it is es¬ 
sential to deprive the class enemy of the mass information and 
propaganda media. 

In fighting against revolution and the working-class move¬ 
ment generally, reactionaries assign the most important role to 
the army and diverse police agencies, which they try to turn 
into a bulwark of conservatism by isolating them from the 
people and inculcating in them an anti-Communist spirit. The 
facts show that reaction unhesitatingly uses the armed forces 
when its power over society is really threatened, and not only 
in Latin America with its tradition of protiunciamientos, but 
in developed capitalist countries as well. This is why, even 
when the revolution follows a peaceful course, it is of crucial 
importance to deprive the old regime of important levers of 
power such as the army and to form a new state apparatus. 
There is no such thing as an army outside the state or outside 
politics. 

Fundamental problems of the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
revolution were again brought to the fore in the most dramatic 
way by the Chilean events. It is pertinent in this connection 
to recall a prediction made by Marx. The experience of the 
revolutions of the 19th century, he said, indicated that modern 
revolutions would be less and less “improvised” and spon¬ 
taneous and more and more socially conscious and organised 
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actions by the masses and by parties. This has a direct bearing 
on our time. The Chilean events have served to re-emphasise 
the importance of safeguarding and defending socialism and 
revolutionary gains by all necessary means. 


Growing significance of the ideological struggle 

The class confrontation on the world scene extends to every 
public sphere. Nor is it accidental that ideological issues are 
gaining in importance in the process. The struggle for people s 
minds is, in the final analysis, one of the decisive areas of the 
competition between the two systems. 

Lenin taught Communists that to defeat reaction, we must 
first of all, “free the masses from the ideological influence” 1 
of reaction. This, Lenin’s thesis, applies to revolutionary strug¬ 
gle generally and to what is inseparable from it-the struggle 
against imperialist war and aggression, for the assertion of the 
principles of peaceful co-existence. Hence, international detente 
means extending and carrying deeper the ideological struggle, 
and does not mean “peaceful co-existence” of the two opposed 
ideologies. 

The results of the ideological struggle between socialism 
and capitalism show more and more clearly in the character 
and pace of social development. The conditions of this strug¬ 
gle are changing, because both sides use the powerful modern 
mass media, which are making rapid progress under the impact 
of the scientific and technological revolution. 

Reactionaries try harder and harder to discredit socialism. 
They bank above all on nationalism and on efforts to under¬ 
mine socialist society in various countries and loosen the unity 
of the socialist community. 

The opponents of international detente resort to anti- 
Sovietism to step up the arms race and revise the cold war. 
Anti-Sovietism also suits those who regard detente as a means 
of facilitating subversion against socialist countries. 

1 Coll. Works. Vol. 11, p. 382. 
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Consequently, anti-Sovietism has become something of a 
centre of activity for aggressive and, in general reactionary, 
elements intent on curbing anti-imperialist forces and under¬ 
mining the struggle of the masses against the exploiting system 
of capitalism. 

This is why the fraternal parties rightly stress that the fight 
against anti-Sovietism is a matter for all working people, for 
all democrats and patriots. They attach key importance to com¬ 
parison of the main trends in the condition of the working 
people. Under socialism, the trend is towards extending social¬ 
ist democracy, making it richer in content, bringing the masses 
more and more into real management of public affairs and into 
government, and steadily improving the standard of life, which 
makes people confident of the future. Under capitalism, the 
trend is towards curtailing and nullifying democratic rights, 
towards lowering the standard of life, which results in social 
insecurity. 

To diminish the appeal of socialism, anti-Communists often 
resort to a biased comparison of certain aspects of life in capi¬ 
talist and socialist countries. This makes the criteria of com¬ 
petition between the two opposed systems very important. No 
one in the socialist countries wants to compete with capitalism 
in things reflecting the characteristics of this exploiting system 
and its historical limitations. What must play a growing role 
in comparing socialism with capitalism are the indicators of 
genuine care for the working man, unfailing and increasing 
satisfaction of his material requirements and the provision of 
conditions for his full spiritual development. 

Explaining the programme objectives of socialist interna¬ 
tional policy and fully revealing the world outlook which 
guides socialist countries, are tasks that hold a special place in 
the ideological struggle. Soviet Communists see their duty in 
helping world opinion, hundreds of millions of people on earth, 
to realise that socialism and peace are inseparable and that 
thanks to socialism, to its prestige and power, it has become 
really possible to prevent world wars and curb imperialist 
aggression. 

Active resistance to the Chinese leadership’s policies and 
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propaganda attacking the socialist community and the foreign 
policies of brother parties and countries, remains an important 
aspect of the ideological activity of the CPSU on the inter¬ 
national scene. 

The new political and ideological campaign “criticising Con¬ 
fucius and Lin Piao”, like the “cultural revolution” before it, 
is assuming the character of militant anti-Sovietism, which has 
already done incalculable harm to the Chinese people first 
and foremost, and to socialism and the fight against imperia¬ 
lism. 

At a time when ail democrats and peace-loving people are 
striving to consolidate detente and curb aggressive forces every¬ 
where, Peking tries deliberately and with provocative intent 
to discredit and torpedo the process of detente. 

At a time when the Communist parties of European coun¬ 
tries and all peace forces are trying harder than ever to turn 
Europe into a continent of peace and international co-opera¬ 
tion, the CPC leadership suggests in so many words that NATO 
be strengthened as a counterweight to the Warsaw Treaty organi¬ 
sation, and supports dangerous plans hatched by the more reac¬ 
tionary forces of Europe to form a new military bloc on the 
basis of the Common Market. 

At a time when Communists and democrats are extending 
their struggle against the fascist danger and organising a cam¬ 
paign of international solidarity with the Chilean people, 
Peking demonstratively backs the Chilean military junta which 
has perpetrated unheard of crimes. 

The CPSU regards it as its duty to persevere in resisting the 
anti-Leninist line of today’s Chinese leadership, a line detri¬ 
mental to socialism and the Communist and national libera¬ 
tion movement as a whole. At the same time, the Soviet Union 
continues, as we always stress, to favour normal relations with 
the PRC and would welcome China’s constructive participation 
in the settlement of international problems. 
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The present situation and the world communist movement 

“Wc say with rightful pride,” wrote L. I. Brezhnev in this 
journal, commenting on the results of the 1969 Meeting, “that 
never before has a political movement or ideological current 
played as tremendous a revolutionising role in the life of man¬ 
kind as the international Communist and working-class move¬ 
ment ... The future of mankind in this, the last third of the 
twentieth century, depends largely on the growing might and 
strength of this movement, on unity of action of the Com¬ 
munist and Workers’ parties.” 

The world Communist movement has gained considerably 
in strength since the 1969 Meeting. Its political prestige and 
the influence of Communist and Workers’ parties have grown 
appreciably in the past five years. Looking back, we realise 
all the more clearly the timeliness of the Meeting and the vast 
importance of the documents formulated by it for the Com¬ 
munists to win new positions in the struggle against imperial¬ 
ism, for closer cohesion and greater militancy of the world 
Communist movement itself and for extending the anti-imperial¬ 
ist front generally. 

These years have shown again that in today’s conditions 
meetings of brother parties are the most effective and accep¬ 
table form of internationalist relations between Communist 
parties. Very many fraternal parties say so in their statements 
and documents. Further evidence of this are the regional meet¬ 
ings of Communists, theoretical conferences and multilateral 
contacts in other forms which have gained in frequency since 
the Moscow Meeting and become firmly established in our 
movement. 

Indeed, brother parties have this year held conferences which 
we consider very important. In January representatives of 67 
parties attended a conference on the work of World Marxist 
Review , where they had a fruitful and interesting exchange of 
opinion and information on a number of topical problems. The 
conference of Communist parties of Western Europe, which 
met in Brussels at the end of January, undoubtedly helped to 
co-ordinate Communist policy in the struggle against monopoly 
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capital. It stressed their determination to work actively and 
in common with other contingents of our movement for lasting 
peace and security in Europe, for the promotion of new prin¬ 
ciples in international relations generally. 

At these meetings and in public appearances by leaders of 
a number of fraternal parties, it was said that there are funda¬ 
mental changes, new trends and new processes in the world 
situation which entitle us to speak of both a serious change in 
the very conditions of the Communists struggle over the past 
five years and the new tasks facing our movement. I he CPSU, 
for its part, maintains that assessment of the progress made 
on the basis of the conclusions of the 1969 Meeting, analysis 
of the processes and phenomena characterising the evolution of 
the international situation today and definition of the line 
of united action by the Communists in new conditions, require 
collective effort by brother parties. 

The initiative of a number of parties calling for a European 
conference of Communist and Workers’ parties similar to the 
Karlovy Vary Conference of 1967 likewise meets the require¬ 
ments of the situation and the needs of the Communist move¬ 
ment. 

In view of the extraordinary intensification of international 
relations typical of our time, with the ideological struggle gain¬ 
ing in force and influencing the entire life of society more and 
more, Communists make a special effort consistently to apply 
and carry forward the principles of proletarian internation¬ 
alism. 

Proletarian internationalism is an earnest of success in build¬ 
ing socialism and communism. Loyalty to it is the main condi¬ 
tion for ensuring the interaction of the three main revolutionary 
streams of our time-world socialism, the international working 
class and the national libreation struggle. Proletarian inter¬ 
nationalism is our unique weapon in the struggle against im¬ 
perialism, for peace, democracy and national independence, 
for the ideals of communism. 


June 1974 










The Role of Socialism 
in the Present-Day World 


It is nearly 30 years since the last salvoes were fired in the 
Second World War. It was the most devastating war in history, 
an armed clash involving states with different social systems, a 
trial of strength between the new, socialist system and the 
picked, armed-to-the-teeth units of world imperialism-fascist 
Germany and her allies. The state created by Lenin emerged 
victorious from this trying ordeal. Civilisation owes its salvation 
from fascism principally to the stand of the Soviet people 
under the leadership of Lenin’s Communist Party. 

The Soviet Union and the world communist movement had 
done their utmost to avert the Second World War. The Com¬ 
munists had warned the world of the terrible war menace in 
the mid-thirties. The Seventh Congress of the Communist Inter¬ 
national called on the working class and all democratic forces 
to unite against fascism and war. It also declared in a special 
resolution: “However, if a new imperialist world war should 
break out despite the workers’ efforts to avert it, the Com¬ 
munists will lead the opponents of war organised to fight for 
peace, into battle ... against the fascist warmongers, against the 
bourgeoisie, and for the overthrow of capitalism”. 1 

1 Resolutions of the Seventh World Congress of the Communist Inter¬ 
national, 1935. 
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When the war did break out, the Communist parties’ strategy 
and tactics enabled them “to end that war their own way, in 
their own interests, in the interests of all working people, thus 
laying the ground for the elimination of the essential causes of 
imperialist wars”. These lines by Georgi Dimitrov date to the 
beginning of the Second World War in September 1939. 2 

The outcome of the war proved the Communists right. The 
defeat of fascist Germany, imperialist Japan and their allies 
accorded with the interests of all progressive mankind, democ¬ 
racy and socialism. It opened the way to a series of victorious 
popular revolutions, which swept the capitalist system out of 
another 11 countries in Europe and Asia, and then also Cuba. 
In world history this is second in importance only to the October 
Revolution. Thirty years ago socialism transcended the limits 
of one country. This confirmed the “grim and inexorable truth” 
brought out by Lenin that in the event of a war imperialism 
would suffer another crushing defeat, leading inevitably “to the 
expansion of socialism”. } 

-The socialist system proved that it is viable and invincible. 
The Soviet Union became a world power whose international 
prestige and position could no longer be ignored. Socialism 
grew into a world system covering a vast territory from the heart 
of Europe and the Adriatic shore to Southeast Asia. 

- The positions of world capitalism were substantially impaired. 
In Europe it came out of the war shaken to its foundations. Its 
instability in ail areas-from economic to ideological-was clearly 
apparent in most countries not only of Eastern, but also 
Western, Europe. The anti-fascist Resistance Movement grew 
into an unprecedented class struggle against the whole ex¬ 
ploiting system. In the early postwar years working people in 
many countries won social and political gains they had been 
unable to achieve in the many preceding decades of severe class 
struggle. The Communists, the most heroic and consistent fight¬ 
ers against fascism, increased their influence everywhere. The 
world Communist movement was the most close-knit and the 


- Communist International, No. 8—9,1939. 

3 See Coll. Works, Vol. 33, p. 56 and Vol. 27, p. 423. 
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most ideologically dedicated force, offering the perspective of 
real peace and social progress for all peoples. 

-By immobilising and diverting imperialism’s main forces, the 
socialist system impaired its ability to dominate other peoples. 
The opponent these peoples now faced could be forced to 
retreat. Imperialism’s grip on Asia, Africa and Latin America 
weakened. A powerful national-liberation movement came into 
being. The colonial system began to break up. This led to the 
appearance of more than 80 new states, many of which have 
by now accomplished considerable social changes. They formed 
a new force which, in alliance with world socialism, possesses 
a tremendous anti-imperialist potential. 

These, in broad outline, were the main results of the crushing 
defeat of the imperialist shock forces of that time, and of the 
emergence of the socialist world system. They are an instructive 
lesson to all those imperialist groups who refuse to give up the 
idea of settling the historical contest between socialism and 
capitalism by means of war. 


/ 

The socialist world system came into being during a general 
revolutionary offensive in a considerable portion of the world, 
first of all Europe. The working class and other progressive 
forces achieved substantial successes. People’s democratic revo¬ 
lutions unfolded successfully on the basis of the broad unity of 
working people in countries of South-East and Central Europe, 
and in Vietnam, China and Korea, leading to the defeat of 
imperialism and the establishment of people’s power. The 
Communist parties increased their membership many times 
over; their prestige in mass organisations grew visibly. Com¬ 
munists entered the governments of nine West-European coun¬ 
tries (Italy, France, Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Iceland, 
Austria, Finland and Luxembourg). Democratic constitutions 
were passed in Italy and France. Some industries were nation¬ 
alised in France, Italy, Britain and Austria. Good prospects 
appeared for truly radical democratic changes. 
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These were the conditions in which imperialism mounted its 
counter-offensive, the class purpose of which was to deny the 
peoples, the labouring masses, the chance of using the victory 
over fascism in their interests, the interests of true democracy 
and social progress. The counter-offensive took the form of a 
4 cold war”, whereby the imperialist powers sought to preserve 
the capitalist order wherever it had begun to.totter and restore it 
where it had suffered a deadly blow. 

The fact that revolutionary processes were arrested in some 
countries is chiefly traceable to imperialist interference, first of 
all that of the USA. In substance, this amounted to concealed, 
and in a few cases-that of Greece, for example-undisguised, 
military intervention. However, in countries such as Vietnam 
and Korea, where popular power had already been established, 
armed imperialist interference was defeated by the courageous 
struggle of their peoples with the support of the Soviet Union, 
the entire socialist camp and the world’s democratic forces, 
though the imperialist aggression did succeed in temporarily 
slicing away part of their territory. • 

Imperialism was unable to prevent the victory of the revolu¬ 
tions in Central and South-East Europe, and the east of Asia. 
The fact that the proletarian dictatorship had become a world 
power was decisive in frustrating imperialist plans. 

Just as Hitler had miscalculated in thinking that the impact 
of aggression would divide the Soviet peoples, the architects of 
the cold war erred in their designs of isolating the socialist- 
oriented countries from each other and from the Soviet Union, 
in order to gain control over them one by one. Forming a 
united front, the peoples of the USSR, Poland, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Rumania, Albania and 
the working people of Eastern Germany repulsed imperialist 
attempts to deprive them of the main social gains of their 
victory over fascism. And this was of world historical signifi¬ 
cance. Socialism was no longer in a capitalist encirclement, as 
was the case before the war, and existed as an international 
community, a new world system. 

Working closely with each other and supported by the Soviet 
Union, the states formed in popular revolutions that had grown 
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out of the anti-fascist liberation movement, developed into 
socialist states. Their concerted efforts, and the might and 
prestige of the Soviet Union, made it possible to cope with a 
most difficult historical task-that of averting as arduous and 
ruinous a civil war and military intervention as were pre¬ 
cipitated by the coming to power of the working class and 
working people in Soviet Russia when she stood alone. 

Shielded against imperialist interference by their international 
community, they were able to build the new society in a setting 
of enduring peace. 

As members of this unparalleled fraternal community it was 
easier for them to deal with the difficulties of the transition 
period and secure timely economic and political aid and sup¬ 
port from true and dependable friends. On becoming a world 
system, socialism began to grow into the decisive factor of 
modern history. It advanced to a point where its gains became 
irreversible. Solid guarantees were wrought against restoration 
of capitalism in any country of the socialist community. This 
consolidated the^ victories of the October Revolution and the 
other socialist revolutions. 

The fact that China has temporarily dropped out of the com¬ 
mon struggle for the working-class cause and the Chinese 
leadership’s direct and indirect support of anti-socialist forces 
have in some degree prevented the socialist system from attain¬ 
ing still more substantial successes. Countries loyal to prole¬ 
tarian internationalism were compelled to expend additional 
efforts. But even so, imperialism has not been able to impede 
the historical mission of world socialism. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union holds that there 
are no objective reasons for opposing the interests of the 
Chinese people to those of the existing socialism, of the com¬ 
munist and the entire revolutionary movement. This is why our 
Party will continue to follow the guidelines of the 24th Con¬ 
gress, certain in the belief that one day China will again take its 
proper place among the fighters against imperialism and for 
peace and social progress. 

The dialectics of the link between peace, socialism and revo¬ 
lution has been especially clear during this period. The changed 
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balance of forces in socialism’s favour was a crucial factor of 
the entire international situation. Peace has benefitted and con¬ 
solidated the revolutionary gains. Conversely, every new revo¬ 
lutionary gain has strengthened peace. Peace rather than war 
assures successful attainment of socialist aims in the interests 
of the overwhelming majority of mankind. 

Furthermore, knowing the consequences of a nuclear-missile 
war, and this primarily for those who start it, the imperialist 
leaders did not venture to work for a new world conflagration 
as openly as they had done in the thirties. But imperialism has 
not abandoned its military designs. Aggression is still part of 
its policy. Hence the arms race and other material preparations 
for war. 

The unbreakable link between socialism and peace is the 
new social system’s greatest virtue. And the link between im¬ 
perialism and war is the Achilles’ heel of the old one. The im¬ 
perialist policy of war preparation is opposed by all peace- 
loving humanity. Hundreds of millions across the world have 
rallied against the global strategy of imperialism. 

The broadly conceived cold war, which cost the peoples 
dearly, claiming many lives and involving tremendous military 
expenditure, began to peter out at the beginning of the seventies. 
It was principally socialism’s united strength that blocked its 
continuation, which could have had disastrous results for the 
entire world. The Communists, who had warned at the end of 
the forties that 4 cold” war, like “hot”, would result in a setback 
for imperialism, were proved right once again. 

The Peace Programme of the 24th CPSU Congress gave 
powerful leverage for the turn from cold war to international 
detente. It earned world-wide recognition as a truly popular 
programme, expressive of the aspirations of all opponents of 
war, all champions of equal and democratic inter-state rela¬ 
tions. Its skilful and consistent implementation by our Party in 
close co-operation with the fraternal parties and states, coupled 
with the outstanding, many-sided and tireless work of 
strengthening and advancing socialism and implementing the 
Leninist foreign policy by the CC CPSU, the Soviet govern¬ 
ment, and L. I. Brezhnev, helped to achieve radical inter- 
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national changes through the best and timely use of socialism's 
material and political might. 

Looking back from the heights sealed so far, we can assess 
more fully the historial significance of the international exploit 
of the Soviet people, which made the decisive contribution to 
the change in the relation of world forces in favour of socialism. 
Having borne the main burden of the war against fascism, the 
Soviet people made conscious and considerable material sacri¬ 
fices to augment the defensive power of the Soviet state and 
deprive imperialism of military superiority. To some extent this 
affected the prosperity rate in the country, which had, more¬ 
over, suffered tremendous losses during the war. But that was 
a historical necessity of the anti-imperialist struggle to safe¬ 
guard peace. 

Socialism survived, and strengthened and extended its posi¬ 
tions in the tense confrontation of the two social systems that 
characterised the long postwar period. Good prospects appeared 
for lasting and just peace, and also for continued social pro¬ 
gress. 


II 

The years sirtce the emergence of the socialist world system 
have shown its incalculably great significance, first of all for 
the peoples of the socialist states. That means hundreds of 
millions of people in just those countries that co-operated 
actively and marched together throughout the postwar period. 

In the interest of their peoples the socialist countries have 
solved problems insoluble under capitalism. There is no ex¬ 
ploitation of man by man because the cause of class antagon- 
isms-private ownership of the means of production-has been 
eliminated. In contrast to capitalism with its acute class 
struggle, socialist society advances to ever greater social homo¬ 
geneity. The leading role in the building of the foundations of 
socialism, and also in the passage to developed socialist society, 
is played by the most advanced class-the working class. 

The difficult problem of the peasants' conversion to collective 
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farming has also been solved in most of the new states, and 
without any drop in production. The worker-peasant alliance 
and the moral and political unity of all working people have 
grown stronger in the course of socialist reconstruction. 

The experience of the fraternal countries has also proved that 
the exceedingly complicated national question is soluble only 
in socialist conditions. Before the revolution, Southeastern 
Europe was a region of virulent national hostility. The socialist 
system's solution to national problems are a dependable basis 
for friendship and fraternity among the peoples of the socialist 
community. The elimination of national strife, the friendship 
that developed among the peoples, and the flowering of socialist 
nations, are of world-historical significance. 

These gains must be safeguarded and developed. 

As an international community socialism adds fraternal 
mutual aid at state level, sharing of accumulated experience, 
and socialist economic integration to the important factors 
promoting the development of socialist society. Convincing 
evidence is provided by the growth of the socialist community. 
The rate and scale of development in a country no longer 
depends on just its own resources. It benefits from the aggre¬ 
gate resources of the community, and is also able to use its own 
potential more rationally. One can hardly exaggerate the signi¬ 
ficance of the fact, for example, that in the CMEA framework 
countries lacking sufficient natural wealth do not have to 
depend on capitalism with its economic turmoil to satisfy their 
great need in energy and raw materials. 

The community framework makes it possible to balance out 
the economic levels of different countries. The growth of many 
socialist countries into highly-developed industrial states, and 
of agrarian ones into industrial-agrarian, is a tremendous 
achievement. 

The stability of socialism as an international as well as social 
system, has been fully proved in this period. The Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance, a socialist-type international eco¬ 
nomic organisation formed 25 years ago, the Warsaw Treaty 
Organisation that has existed for 20 years, and the regular 
summit meetings of fraternal Party leaders, the sessions of the 
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Political Consultative Committee, and continuous contacts at 
Party and government level, all constitute a dependable mechan¬ 
ism for close co-ordination and co-operation in all spheres. 

The 30 years’ history of not one, but several countries, highly 
disparate in resources when they set out on socialist construc¬ 
tion, has fully confirmed the essential postulates of the Marxist- 
Leninist theory of socialist revolution and the building of 
socialism. It has enriched the doctrine of scientific communism 
and provided Communists with new experience vital for the 
success of their struggle in the present stage of the epoch of 
transition from capitalism to socialism. This experience shows 
how important and necessary it is for the policy of the ruling 
parties to take maximum account of the general laws of socialist 
construction, which are equally valid for all socialist countries 
despite their historical and national distinctions. 

As before, the progress of world socialism depends to a 
decisive degree on correct guidance by the Marxist-Lcninist 
parties. They have had to overcome considerable difficulties, 
to taste the bitterness of occasional setbacks, and to look for 
new approaches. And it stands to their everlasting credit before 
their peoples, before the entire revolutionary movement, that 
they accomplished the formidable job of building the new 
society with courage and initiative, and that they consistently 
combated all sorts of tendencies imperilling socialism in their 
own countries and in the socialist world system. 

Today, socialism is the most advanced civilisation, opening 
up limitless perspectives for progress. 

Seen from this angle, it may be worth glancing at the “in¬ 
dicators” of socialism and capitalism in the mid-seventies. 

In material production, the main and decisive sphere of 
social development, a truly historic change was wrought during 
the postwar period in the correlation of the economic potentials 
of capitalism and socialism. The socialist world’s industrial 
production today is 32 times higher than pre-war (Soviet Union 
and Mongolia), and that of the capitalist world 4.9 times. 
Socialism’s share in world industrial output, barely 10 per cent 
before the war, has risen to 39 per cent. 

Socialism’s economic successes are all the more impressive 
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because the Soviet Union and most of the East European 
countries suffered incomparably greater material and human 
losses in the war than the capitalist world. In fact, the chief 
capitalist country-thc United States-suffered no war damage 
at all. No bombs fell on its territory, and none of its factories 
was destroyed. On the contrary, US industry expanded con¬ 
siderably during the war, while the socialist countr'es had so 
much to rebuild and, furthermore, so much to build from 
scratch. 

Socialism is also proving its superiority as regards the 
people’s wellbeing, which *s rising continuously. In the Soviet 
Union, for example, real incomes have more than tripled from 
1950 to 1972. In some areas of material consumption, it is true, 
most of the socialist countries, which started out with ex¬ 
ceedingly low per capita incomes, are still behind the most 
advanced capitalist states. However, the gap is narrowing 
steadily. 

The main thing is that socialist society-unlike the capitalist 
with its profit drive-is motivated by the interests of man, the 
maximum satisfaction of the growing requirements of working 
people. Free medical treatment, pensions and other social 
benefits are not only dependably guaranteed, but continuously 
expanded and improved. Unemployment has been done away 
with long ago, prices are stable, and wages are rising steadily. 
Housing, transport and services are cheap, and taxes very' low 
and gradually going dowm. It should be remembered, further¬ 
more, that socialism rules out the exhausting work stresses seen 
under capitalism. 

Socialism’s superiority is also obvious in education and 
culture. Education is free, has no social barriers, offers un¬ 
limited opportunities to acquire and improve skills, to get an 
aesthetic education, to discover and develop artistic talent, and 
affords broad access to cultural values. That is a socialist 
reality. For example, the Soviet Union has the world’s highest 
cinema, concert, museum attendances and use of libraries, and 
also ranks first in the number of books read. The striking 
achievements of Soviet science, literature and sports are known 
throughout the world. The outstanding Soviet performers have 
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won worldwide acclaim, presenting a vivid picture of social¬ 
ism’s imposing successes in the cultural field to working people 
in capitalist countries. 

Socialism offers broad scope for the political activity and 
initiative of working people. This is ensured by the develop¬ 
ment and improvement of socialist democracy, promotion of 
public participation in government, and the rise in educational 
standards. Ideologically, socialist society provides an ad¬ 
vanced world outlook, public awareness, a sense of involve¬ 
ment in the great common cause, an atmosphere of social and 
national equality, and a spirit of comradeship and mutual 
assistance. A socialist way of life has evolved, with all people 
actively participating in public matters, dedicated to the public 
interest, and feeling themselves free and equal members of 
society. Confident in the future, the new man fulfils himself as 
an active builder of socialism and communism. That is the 
greatest benefit and the main “secret” of socialism’s success. 

And what has capitalism to show in this final quarter of the 
century? There is a new and sharp aggravation of social contra¬ 
dictions and of all kinds of conflicts. There is evidence of deep¬ 
going crisis processes in the economy. There are production 
declines in some countries. And the specific feature is that the 
present recession is accompanied by a monetary crisis and runa¬ 
way inflation. Bourgeois leaders are making unprecedented 
efforts to stem or at least dampen the inflation, which imperils 
the very foundations of the capitalist economy. This rampant 
inflation is a consequence of the activity of giant multinational 
corporations, and most of all of the continuous exhaustion of 
the economy by the military-indu trial complexes. The facts 
refute the claim that military spending works for economic 
prosperity. It is now obvious that the arms race is causing 
colossal waste of resources and engendering crisis phenomena. 

The recession and rising prices affect the working class, the 
working people, strongest of all. In the United States real 
wages fell 4 per cent in 1973, and in Britain 4.6 per cent, while 
unemployment rose steeply. In the US, the number of jobless 
has again climbed past the 6 per cent mark, totalling 5,500,000. 
In Western Europe there are 3,500,000 unemployed, and the 
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figure is growing. Thus, despite the tremendous technical prog¬ 
ress, there is a new deterioration for the bulk of the masses 
in the capitalist world. 

Attempts to shift the crisis burden to the working people are 
already encountering strong resistance. Bourgeois society’s 
political instability has increased abruptly. Government crises 
erupt in quick succession. Many bourgeois state institutions and 
parties have discredited themselves still more, and have earned 
still greater mistrust. The class activity of the proletariat, the 
broad masses, is mounting. On the other hand, however, the 
danger from the right, from extreme reactionary, profascist 
and militarist forces, has become greater. 

Deeper still are the contradictions between the imperialist 
states, especially between the United States, Western Europe 
and Japan. The relations between the citadels of capitalism and 
the developing countries are badly strained. 

The present crisis has no precedent in the postwar history of 
capitalist society. This speaks of an overall deepening of the 
general crisis of capitalism, of a change in the quality of that 
crisis. 

And we might recall that the inevitability of crisis, of its con¬ 
vulsions, was predicted by Communists when bourgeois prop¬ 
aganda was still trumpeting the advent of a crisis-free era of 
prosperous capitalism or “neo-capitalism”. The assessments of 
the 1969 Meeting of Communist and Workers* parties and 
those of the congresses of fraternal parties have turned out to 
be right, again proving the merits of the Marxist-Leninist 
analysis of world processes. 

The present situation in the capitalist zone lays new and 
special emphasis on the objective necessity of socialism as the 
only realistic way out of the dead end into which the capitalist 
system has driven society. “Socialism is increasingly an ob¬ 
jective requirement of progress in all fields of life in the name 
of the development of the peoples, in the name of the future 
of the world,” says the declaration of the Brussels conference 
of the Communist parties of European capitalist countries. 
“... Socialism alone can provide the answer to the crucial prob¬ 
lems facing the masses in the capitalist countries.” 
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The world socialist community is the main force in the struggle 
against imperialism, the natural and irreplaceable ally of all 
other anti-imperialist forces. ‘The world socialist system,” the 
Communist Party of India declared in a resolution of its 
National Council, “is getting strengthened economically and 
politically day by day... The superiority of the socialist system 
over the capitalist system is exercising a revolutionising in¬ 
fluence on the people all over the world.”'* 

The steady and powerful development of the socialist world 
system influences the relation of forces in the class struggle in 
the capitalist countries . 

In the new situation, with socialism demonstrating its grow¬ 
ing ability to use economic achievements to raise living 
standards, the workers in the capitalist countries have become 
more persistent, are more energetically and boldly pressing their 
demands. At the same time, the working class has increased its 
ability to uphold the democratic rights and freedoms. The 
masses are more intolerant towards political reaction, more 
prepared to rebuff neo-fascism and authoritarian tendencies. 
The general change in the balance of forces in favour of social¬ 
ism and democracy contributed in no small measure to the 
international conditions for the overthrow of the fascist regimes 
in Portugal and Greece. 

The principles guiding socialist society and its development 
in the interests of the people are exerting a more powerful influ¬ 
ence on the direction and character of the demands advanced 
by the working class. Its vanguard detachments are increasingly 
concentrating on demands that go beyond customary reforms 
and are of great importance both in upholding democratic rights 
and in creating more favourable conditions for the fight for 
socialism. 

In our day, a simple comparison of the situation in the 
socialist countries with the crisis situation in the capitalist coun¬ 
tries is bound to promote the militancy, consciousness and 

'• New Age, August 11, 1974, p. 3. 
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political maturity of the working people. New millions are 
coming to sec that their hardship is rooted in the very nature 
of capitalism: for socialist society exists and develops on the 
same planet in the same period of history, but it knows neither 
unemployment nor inflation, monetary crisis nor financial up¬ 
heavals. 

The class enlightenment of the masses does not, of course, 
come automatically. The Communist parties of the capitalist 
countries play a very big role. Their dedicated effort on behalf 
of the working people’s interests and genuine national interests 
is attended by constant strengthening of their internationalist 
links with world socialism. Communists know that the achieve¬ 
ments of the socialist countries are an essential component of 
their own strength and influence. The parties’ mass ideological 
and political work is inconceivable without wide dissemination 
of the truth about the socialist world. At the same time, active 
effort in defence of the socialist world, against slander of the 
Soviet Union and other socialist states, is of vast importance 
for these countries, for the successful development of the 
socialist world system and the revolutionary movement. 

The socialist system is a key motive power in the epochal 
changes that have transformed the vast part of the world 
recently held in colonial bondage. All the main events in this 
part of the world-from the forties to the seventies-have been 
linked with the growth of the socialist world’s strength and 
influence, with its support and assistance. That is engraved in 
the annals of the postwar national-liberation movement-from 
its very first stages, when the people of India were winning 
their freedom, and to the pages now being written when the 
last colonial empire is crumbling under the blows of the patri¬ 
otic forces of Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, Angola and the 
democratic anti-fascist revolution in Portugal. 

The living embodiment of national and social freedom, a 
force that has triumphed over fascist and imperialist ideas of 
racialism and national inequality, the socialist world has in¬ 
fused a feeling of dignity in millions of yesterday’s colonial 
slaves. The example of socialism has played an inestimable part 
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in stimulating the great surge to freedom and independence 
and the resolve to banish foreign domination. 

This interconnection between the existing socialism and the 
national-liberation struggle can be seen in events widely known 
throughout the world. There can be no doubt, for instance, that 
the radical change in the struggle of the Arab peoples and their 
impressive achievements became possible only when they set 
their course on friendship and closer relations with the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries. 

The socialist system, the very fact of its existence, its strength 
and its support, opened to many Afro-Asian peoples the pos¬ 
sibility of solving the cardinal problems that came with political 
independence. That possibility is spelled out in the comprehen¬ 
sive co-operation of the socialist and developing countries in 
their bilateral relations and on world issues. 

The co-ordinated foreign policy of socialist countries is 
exerting an increasingly effective influence on world develop¬ 
ment . 

It is socialism’s main instrument in the effort to prevent a 
world thermonuclear war. More and more, the masses are 
coming to see and appreciate that if peace is now more secure 
and the danger of a world conflict substantially reduced, this 
is mainly due to the active, farseeing, principled and flexible 
policy of the socialist states. 

Co-ordinated action by the fraternal states is of immense 
importance for the success of socialist foreign policy and is also 
a cardinal factor in strengthening the positions of socialism. 

The international activity of the fraternal countries extends 
to all key world problems. And on all of them the socialist com¬ 
munity takes clear-cut and openly enunciated positions that are 
understood and appreciated by world democratic opinion. The 
focus of world affairs has clearly shifted to the socialist states. 
High-level discussions in their capitals has become a sign of 
the times. Everyone aspiring to a meaningful share in world 
politics shows a keen interest in contacts and consultations with 
leaders of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries, and 
there is wide international response to their speeches and 
foreign visits. 
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Direct contact between leaders of socialist and capitalist 
countries has come to play a big part in world affairs. And in 
this respect our country continues a historical tradition, notably 
that of the anti-Hitler coalition. The record of that coalition 
shows that sober assessment by the ruling element of the op¬ 
posite social system of new political realities and faithful 
adherence to agreements make for a common language and for 
results that serve the cause of peace, the interests of the coun¬ 
tries concerned and normalisation of international relations. 

It is now generally acknowledged that the overall trend is 
towards detente, peaceful co-existence and international secur¬ 
ity. And “the decisive factor on which this evolution is based 
is the existence and activity of the socialist world system”. 5 

The Communists know, however, that peaceful co-existence 
does not erase the main contradiction of our era, that between 
imperialism and socialism. What we have is an intricate process 
of the dominant bourgeoisie adapting to the new conditions 
in the confrontation with socialism. The strategy designed to 
overthrow the socialist system is being replaced by a carefully 
elaborated strategy of gradually weakening it. Imperialist 
strategists want to disunite the socialist countries, incite them 
against each other, and primarily against the Soviet Union. They 
are stepping up the arms drive, inflating military budgets. 
Insistent attempts continue to revitalise and modernise the 
aggressive NATO bloc, which is being used as a direct weapon 
in the export of counter-revolution and reaction, as evidenced 
by the events in Chile, Uruguay, Cyprus and other countries. 

All this indicates that our achievements provide no ground 
for complacency. Imperialism remains a dangerous and strong 
adversary. Consolidation and deepening of the detente process 
requires purposeful and active effort, constructive political 
work, vigilance and, above all, unremitting effort to strengthen 
world socialism. 


5 From Comrade Marchais’ report to the French Communist Party 
Congress, October 1974. L’Humanite, Oct. 25, 1974. 
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The record of the past thirty years fully reveals the basic direc¬ 
tions of socialism’s beneficial influence on the world revolu¬ 
tionary movement and on the progress of society. They can be 
summarised as follows: 

-the inconqucrablc strength of the new social system finds fuller 
expression with the passage of time; a very substantial part of 
the world’s population is already free of exploitation and op¬ 
pression and has come to know the benefits of genuine equality 
and fraternity, democracy and national independence; this 
opens the socialist perspective for all nations, and they can 
draw on the increasing fund of practical experience in building 
the new society, the only alternative to capitalism, which has 
no future; 

-socialism is the main factor in the steadily changing world 
balance of forces in favour of peace, in the interests of all 
nations and social progress; 

-achievements in building the new society give socialist ideas 
greater attractive power, help their wider dissemination and 
undermine anti-communist prejudices and bourgeois ideology; 
-socialist reality is demonstrating the superiority of the new, 
genuinely internationalist relations between states based on 
friendship and fraternity of the peoples; 

-it is exercising a constructive influence on the whole system of 
international relations, facilitating world peace and security and 
negotiated settlement of all outstanding issues; 

-it has a beneficial influence on the international and, indirectly, 
on internal conditions of the class struggle in capitalist coun¬ 
tries; 

-by its all-round support for peoples upholding the national 
freedom and sovereignty of states that have broken out of 
colonialism and are following an independent course, the 
socialist community is helping new millions to share actively 
in the making of history in this era, ushered in by the Great 
October Revolution. 

Socialism’s beneficial influence on world development is now 
not merely a progressive idea or a theoretical proposition, but 
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a living reality, a principal objective factor in determining the 
course of world history. 

The experience of the past thirty years has convincingly 
demonstrated that the interests of world socialism-its strength¬ 
ening, the growth of is influence-fully coincide with the vital 
demands and needs of all toiling mankind. Indeed, are not 
men of labour in all countries interested in removing the menace 
of nuclear and missile war and thereby strengthening the 
foundations of international security? 

The record of the thirty postwar years shows that the wars 
unleashed by imperialism were stopped chiefly by the energetic 
and persevering efforts of the socialist countries. And in every 
case these wars were stopped in a way that took full account of 
the interests of the countries and peoples concerned. The 
peoples of the world are coming to understand that continued 
strengthening of socialism will mean greater political, moral 
and material support for them. If socialism’s impact on world 
developments continues to grow, there will be fewer oppor¬ 
tunities for the forces of imperialism and reaction, and more 
opportunities for the forces of peace, national independence 
and social progress. 

Consequently, the working class of all countries, the peasantry 
and non-proletarian sections of the working people, have a 
vital stake in strengthening world socialism and increasing its 
influence on the march of events. 

Of course, not everyone clearly sees this close interconnection 
of the interests of world socialism and those of the peoples 
of all countries. Imperialism, its ideologists and all manner of 
revisionists are at pains to obscure it in order to drive a wedge 
between socialism and the other revolutionary forces. But ail 
their efforts notwithstanding, the masses are coming to realise 
the community of interests of socialism and all working people, 
and that realisation is growing and spreading. 

The objective march of events in the socialist countries and 
throughout the world warrants the conclusion that the socialist 
system is exerting a constantly growing influence on world 
development. 

On the one hand, the opportunities for exerting this influence 
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increase as the socialist community builds up its economic and 
ideological and political strength. Its member countries have 
now entered a new stage of development, have registered quali¬ 
tatively new achievements in fashioning a developed socialist 
society and in building communism. The past three decades 
have produced the conditions needed for fuller realisation of 
socialism’s advantages in every field and, consequently for 
heightening its power of attraction. The progressively closer co¬ 
operation of our fraternal parties and states likewise tends to 
enhance socialism’s role in the world of today. 

On the other hand, socialism’s influence is objectively 
enhanced by processes at work beyond the socialist world. With 
the sharpening of capitalism’s general crisis a substantial part 
of the population is losing faith in the possibility of retaining 
the living standards won in years of hard-fought struggle and 
avoiding unemployment and the other hardships that are part 
of monopoly domination. 

Processes at work in third-world countries are likewise com¬ 
pelling people to look for socialist solutions to their problems. 
For reality has shown that the socialist way offers wide op¬ 
portunities for overcoming the immense difficulties that are 
part of their colonial heritage. We know, too, that the anti- 
imperialist movement in many third-world countries is growing 
over into a struggle against exploitation of every type. This, 
of course, stems from the pressing needs of the newly-liberated 
countries. But the ideological influence of world socialism is 
bound to have a tremendous impact too, for there is clear 
evidence that socialism can, and does, solve problems that, are 
insoluble under capitalism. Neocolonialism and the multi¬ 
national corporations are using these countries’ links with the 
world capitalist economy to plunder their national resources. 
This, too, is bound to increase anti-capitalist sentiments and 
stimulate the movement for co-operation with the socialist 
world. 

Processes associated with the scientific and technological 
revolution, with such acute world-wide problems as energy, 
food and the environment, likewise tend to increase socialism’s 
influence. Only socialism and its principles of international 
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intercourse can provide effective solutions for the key problems 
of this twentieth century and give the peoples and states the 
new, higher level of scientific, technological, economic and 
cultural co-operation necessitated by the character and scope 
of the productive forces of our time and the future. 

And so, whatever aspect of world development we take, we 
see that the objective factors are increasing the role of socialism 
as the vanguard of world progress. 

But Communists have never subscribed to the theory that 
objective opportunities are automatically realised, that things 
should be allowed to “run their own course”. They work on the 
premise that the vast potential of socialism, the mission assigned 
to it by history, is fully and comprehensively realised as a result 
of correct policies by the Communist parties and their unity 
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian internation¬ 
alism. Our extensive experience shows that if the majority of 
socialist countries were not united and each going its own 
way, if there were not constant efforts to consolidate the 
socialist community, world socialism, far from becoming an 
increasingly determinative factor of world development, would 
find itself, in the words of Marx, paying with common failure 
for divided efforts. That would be a high price to pay for the 
peoples of the world. 

Furthering the unity of the socialist world system and its 
comprehensive development is a major internationalist task. 
The stand of the CPSU on this question was clearly formulated 
by L. I. Brezhnev in his report “The Fiftieth Anniversary of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics”: “We now need unity, 
co-operation and joint action primarily in order more quickly 
and effectively to solve the problems involved in developing 
socialist society and building communism. We need unity, 
cohesion and co-operation also in order more effectively to 
uphold and strengthen peace, which the peoples so vitally need, 
consolidate international detente and repel all the aggressive 
sallies of imperialism, all attempts to damage the interests of 
socialism”. 

Soviet Communists look to the future with confidence. They 
are convinced that the operation of objective factors, multiplied 
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by the political initiative and the Marxist-Leninist policy of 
the Communist parties, will ensure realisation of socialism’s 
gigantic potentialities in the interests of the peace and freedom 
of the peoples and in the name of the noble ideals of commu¬ 
nism. 


January 1975 
















